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Editorial

Volume 10, number 1 of the Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies has got a total
of fourteen papers on various topics of the social issues of the country. Out of the fourteen
papers ten are in English language and four are in Bengali. A book review is also there.

The volume starts with the Suniti Kumar Chatterji memorial lecture delivered by
Professor Arun Kumar Ghosh on September 15, 2023 in Bengali, which was organized by
Kolkata Society for Asian Studies in collaboration with The School of Languages and
Linguistics, Jadavpur University, Kolkata. The paper is entitled as, 2MSS(T Fa-11108 2
el AN, It roughly means ‘Smothered song of the marginalized : Munda context.” The
author has discussed upon the influence of Mundari language and culture in the
development of language and culture of greater Bengal. The author has built his thesis in
the backdrop of Acharya Suniti Kumar Chatterjee’s analysis of linguistic construct of
Bengal. The author has compared the cultural elements and rituals of the Munda
communities and their inclusion in the culture of greater Bengal. It is shown that The culture
of Bengal is very much indebted to the so called autochthonous people of the land, who
are usually not considered as at per with the so called Aryans.

Santanu Bisai and Uttam Haldar has jointly written the paper, “Livelihoods and Food
Security under the COVID-19 Pandemic : A Study with Reference to South Kolkata in the
West Bengal State of India”. Data is collected from South Kolkata, namely, Garia, Tollyganj,
Anandapur, and Ballygunge, from May 2020 to December 2020. The authors used various
statistical methods and concluded that people belonging to low income group have suffered
greatly during the covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown. They recommended some
corrective measures.

Alex K. O. discussed the meaning of ‘"Humanism’ in the light of Eastern philosophical
concept in his paper entitled, “Re conceptualizing Humanism from the Eastern
Philosophical Traditions”. He compared the philosophy of west that is based on Greek
philosophy and composed in Latin with those of east and has focused on the development
of the concept from ancient to medieval times.

Importance of women among the Meiteis of Manipur is studied by the authors,
Mayanglambam Kiran Devi and Oinam Ranjit Singh in the paper entitled,”Lairemmas and
Their Role in Early Meitei Society : A Study on Ancient Literary Traditions”. Lairemma
means goddess. By taking example from their pantheon of goddesses, where female deities
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are worshiped together with their male counterparts, the authors postulated status of
women in ancient Maitei society.

“Bodo Identity Politics in Colonial Assam”, is written jointly by Swler Basumatary and
Jhanin Mushahary. Main contention of the article is politics of identity crisis of the Bodo
community in North East India. Data is used from secondary sources. The authors said
that Bodo identity movement came out during British colonization and with the influence
of Christian Missionaries and the first-generation Bodo leaders. A historical background
of the movement is given and it is surmised that a threat for marginalisaton is the cause
for such politics of identity movement.

“Development and Growing Adivasi Landlessness-In the Select Novels” is a paper
jointly authored by Bisesswar Saren, Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri and Amit Kisku. The article
discusses the dire condition of the Adivasi people at the wake of development activities,
specially for construction of dams on Rivers Borakar, Damodar and Kongsaboti that
submerged vast areas and uprooted the tribal people. The paper is based on three novels.
Novel Namalia is written by Somai Kisku, and the other two novels, namely, Suraj Gagrai
(Biography of Suraj Gagrai) and Enter Pare Int (Brick above brick), written by Mahasweta
Devi. Somai Kisku belongs to Santal community himself and Mahasweta Devi is not a tribal
woman. The novels discussed the problem from an insider’s viewpoint as well as from that
of an outsider.

The article, “Mangar for Scheduled Tribe Status in Sikkim and Darjeeling Himalayas”
by Rakcha Rana is on the justification of an appeal that the Mangar community has made
for inclusion in the list of scheduled tribes of India. The author has discussed on the
settlement history of the Mangars in the Sikkim and Darjeeling areas, their backward
condition, religion and culture in support for granting them the scheduled tribe status by
the state.

Rujab Muchahary, has written the article, “Lexical Borrowing from English into Bodo”.
The author has dealt on borrowing of words from one language to the other. In the paper
the author has taken example from Bodo, which linguistically belongs Tibeto-Burman
family of languages. At present there are a number of English words, which are used by
the Bodos without any change in the meaning of the original English word. The author
has meticulously discussed the lexical issue with example of education during colonial
times and has given detail of types of borrowing and reasons for such borrowing and its
continuity.

Swarupa Bhattacharya’s paper entitled, “Silent Manifestation of Student Movement:
A Case Study of Literary Activities of Students in the Barak Valley of Assam during 1980s”
is based on primary data, since there is no official documents of such movement. This



Editorial

explains the word ‘silent” in the title of the article. She has taken Barak valley of Assam
for the study, which covers three districts Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi. Influx of
people who migrated into the valley with the formation of Bangladesh created problems
for the local people of the valley. The paper discusses the situation faced by the students
in early 80’s and how they rose against such situation.

“Social media addiction : a secret pandemic” by Natasha Saqib and Faseeh Amin is
a paper on the increase in the use of social media, by the people, especially through
Covid-19 lockdown period. They consider such development as pandemic as well. The
article has shown with statistics that the use is still going up. They have warned against
such irresponsible use of social media for the present and also for the time to come.

Malini Majumdar’s paper, ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ — harnessing cultural traditions
through digital media towards peace and harmony,” advocates the use of digital platform
for making larger groups of people of our country aware of the rich heritage of the land.
She has used UNESCQO’s concepts and declaration about heritage as base point. Emphasis
is laid on India’s rich tradition of intangible cultural elements and has suggested that it
will bring people of India united together on a common platform globally.

Of the articles in Bengali, “Natyakar Henrik Ibsen” (Henrik Ibsen, the Playwright),
is written by Sumon Ghosh. The author has critically assessed Ibsen’s contribution in
Europe vis a vis on global concept of theatre and performance. The revolutionary aspects
of Ibsen’s creations in the plays ‘Doll’'s House” and ‘The Ghost’ are discussed in detail with
comparable examples from Tagore’s ‘Chaturanga’. The author also has taken up other plays
for pointing out of Ibsen’s contribution in the contemporary social milieu.

Sharmistha Ghosh, in the paper, “Rashasundari Devir Chintane Naribad” meaning
‘Faminism in the Psyche of Rasasundari Devi’, has discussed the autobiography “Amar
Jeeban” written by Rash Sundari Devi, at her age of 60. The book was published in the
year 1872. The book was much appreciated by the intellectuals of Bengal of the time. This
is the first autobiography penned by a woman in Bengal. It was the time when education
of a woman was prohibited. She had taught herself to read and write. The autobiography
reveals the status of women of the time and at the same time shows the feminism harbored
in the mind of the biographer. The author of the article has critically discussed the society
and position of women in it at the time of the biographer.

Shilpa Biswas in the paper entitled, “Loksahityer Aloke Paribesh Sachetanata: Bankura
Jelar Ranibandh Blocker ekti Somiksha” (Awareness of environment in folk literature: A
Survey at Ranibandh block in Bankura District), pointed out the importance of folk
literature for finding solution against the present day degradation of environment. The
paper is on primary data collected from Ranibandh block in Bankura district of West
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Bengal. The author has classified the folk literature into six sections, which includes folktale,
puzzles, poems etc. She has shown how in the folk-literature awareness and method of
preservation and promotion of environment is found.

The book, “Meditation and the life in Bharat at the time of Buddha by Dr. Anirban
Sengupta and Mithu Lahiri, published by Maha Bodhi Book Agency, Kolkata, 2021, was
submitted for review in the Journal of the Kolkata Society for Asian Studies. Dr. Banadana
Mukherjee has elaborately reviewed the book.

The editors thank all the authors for their valuable contributions in this volume. We
are also grateful to the reviewers, who have endeavored to make the Journal a valuable
one.
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Suniti Kumar Chatterji Memorial Lecture deliverd by Professor Arun Kumar Ghosh on
September 15, 2023 in Bengali organized by Kolkata Society for Asian Studies in
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(=1efie Alpine Shortheads) (HIC] w191 S ST (IFEACE ST 6T 1 | —ABI© O’ A ARG
(I O TS, e AT S S (I8 SR S T | . IO, Ted-wie welfe qeaia
TegaT i A2 (A0S Siere w91 il [5]-@d7 (North Indian Longheads) QoAfraf¥iEa
02 G 2P]@ 231 5[0, AGATCH [2] (South Indian or Dravido-Munda Longheads),
[] (Alpine Shortheads) i< [8]-c&= (Mongolian Shortheads) (@ iR A IS, O (@
ST 2 4, @ FI FACE S 1ES F2U I6T &2 1 | A SR I Gerife @ fon fon wife
CATFE (... O A ARSI 25T 18 S B | .. AGaA (0 SIS B9 5T, (it S
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uifqe, Ww-iﬁ/ LT (OI5-bIel, G2 Todb S BT 2N 2113 — (aeT-w Alpine shorthead
-7 0 O (e O e [ Sieaia Sollw (52 | @B e 97 (@, o4l [S]- @7 S
SRR B, []- (A S (I S WG 2ol FCATE ; S AGe| (01 2fbfete Sreler =,
A @I, TG, (S6-5 2Tl O+ SIFF BTG AN O, []-(HAR @, S
SIICR FICE (TSI WG S (o2 e, G2 Salla (0 0o 2376 20 —a31 [zeee o) (e
& W &1eel 1 17°° fofa wnize sfacaces, “Qtest (et (@ St s foe, o S @ (reeE
AT GRS S ST AT (TR Sl FACS Al | MG (0 SNifst SHfarions sieif-eifEreia
-G (0 2ol 5112 INeTF AN AR S I (AT 1°°

et @ et @ wcgfoTe

@2 (aNfoR S SF e At JAifeag Tt Fieufaese ©f (Ats aSiEwe 23 vy (s 1ot f[eite
Aeifer S o wifs 77, Arelfe qrwa € Wt glen fmms oite Srofeet «3 frita wea |

O TG QT T F1 (A0 ACA | “The Austric- speaking tribes of India appear to have
belonged to more than one group of the Austroasiatic section—to the Kol, to the Khasi, and
to the Mon-Khmer groups. They were in the neolithic stage of culture, and perhaps in India
they learned the use of copper and iron. They developed a primitive system of agriculture
in which a digging stick ... was employed to till the hill-side. Terrace cultivation of rice on
hills, and plains cultivation of the same grain were in all likelihood introduced by them.
They introduced or developed, as the names from their language would suggest, the cultivation
of the coconut (narikéla), the plantain (kadala), the betel vine (tambula), the betel-nut (guvika),
probably also turmeric (haridra) and ginger ($riigavéra), and some vegetables like the brinjal
(vatingana) and the pumpkin (alabu). .... they were probably the first people to tame the
elephant, and to domesticate the fowl. The habit of counting by twenties in some parts of
North India (cf. Hindi koré, Bengali kuri, ‘score, twenty’ from the Austric) appears to be the

relic of an Austro-Asiatic habit. The later Hindu practice of computing time by days of the
5

moon (tithis) seems also to be of Austric origin.

FRCHT Aleet, @i ST, {29, AT 3R Sfelw, FETF A4 403 A6l *&fo @==
GG HeTaie, OIF SAMNAif (=T (RIT WA MC FlIGTe T @ 927 Sy @1y 6w 2wt
e AGfeTe | (3 ‘o), HIR-AAICH fofe 403 adel, @ e, 1 el, Rere 4t =i oz
0, G 5 A GOo (AN CF0E | 911 (TG A ST I N oA, w1efie FFG apest 1y onifi |
T = @R FE S A 40 (NNF AafS (T APTS ©f (O SCaF P AT 2, AP
ACETCRS | SIPGFSI! LI [ FE - (F N RN T2 I ACH 20007 '8 2T FY e
T g | PG M2nfs wEfie o @ SfGs SRR 91 sledql (altee W RAE 6T R
sAeTies @ TRk SR = ha (AFe: T3, TR 9-(F) ey ame1l% o7 AR | (12 F
e @5 7 A1 Q1 SR v A1 95 Ol @ AL 91T (a3 R 92l 2@, (@i
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o6 YO SRIGTAR CFLd (T2 NG | Y Tl 73, FAMePAE, 2EF FG = (T S
GFG NI e ©f [T To! S IqansE 20, ‘@, ‘@IS, ‘@Il «[tHd A% goi

BCA MM | 255154 B1@l®, “Thus one can easily understand that the same root has

served the purpose of designating the individual not as an indivisible unit but as a numerical
whole.... It can be thus imagined that amongst the Austro-Asiatic peoples also, for expressing
10 or 20 one has thought of “man” provided with 10 fingers if his hands only are considered

and with 20 fingers if all the four members of his body are counted.”** @35® GT=4], T
TN Y@ (NPT 9T SR 9 2w 515 A2 0 | T At i, G A4yt (ife” *1rerte et
SIS SeJale FCARCE | O (T SEF GF 0 Segaiiel ©f [Kfeq S 7471 *[t7a SesifG (A @i
R | AR IR I SRITOR (=B AL (e TG FRAN ([ Gy 20 23, TG WL (WTes
(=5 AR T B T2 T 911 9 GRS (313 G539 Aty | (@I @rag 978 WA
(TS, ©I2 ©f (25 AT (e FfE @RI S T2 Z0O AT T 03 STl 27 | e
(SF5) (oMo BIF-(F A T 9o A (A2 A=A ol “wfoq T&I | BT A= Zoorea
JRZICAF 0y R B2 Yoot (TFTF) lfda MGEa AR | 20T Al ATI SFA oAl 455
R0 F92ia 919 e SIva S0 AFCES T4 0T SFES [T @i W Zoorea aaze 41
o O A TS R0 {007 | wefie gaiem am wen Aifs b1 st Fex «3(6 weeiet | g@ets
W AR oo @2 RFIR oA S A Seanfoa st siwfen stape Ffeca e | AeifE
FICRS (T JATD ST O ! (PG MHF2 TeRIEFIE | N2ae AT RApares exe%a
afowrfe | fof ferrafs, “s ¢ et s 3, 12 I, fon 3T, v Ffore (e a1 g
) @F 9fdl, i< obIT @ Aol stelia Fifs A6fere | FCE AT 7, Foiif3, a1, I, FfE @sey &
(2T g TON T8 Qe GTOIEE oo Fiaa T-Kaw 41 27 | @3 FfT *=T @3k @3 st
S5 —uz-2 =G | e e Bojd At sjel i oid T oL o @32 70 AT 88 | L B |
SRR @F fowd FT = MTAwmed FE AR A0 T~9); F2 ORI 7R
VTR (< OF 932 T T2 G2 3 | G2 GF TG, 12 F1Y, o FG, 517 FGT@ (8 X 20 = b0)
G ol | 9T S TG 9fel HIG 91l | G2 viole OI2) 220 TPFS *¥ | A FE (oMl Al H$TS GF ol
(= 0), 48 TFFF OIIE oAl | TILle G (ole ST B FLL; ATIF FIEC (8 X ) ABH (altey |
@2 (olle Tl 91eB AT el T2 B A AN | 517 FFeTo GF 20| 93 ot 23108 77
AT *SCF AT T2 R SheFT@! | G *eF *1KE @3 ASFAI 2A5aT] ARG
%” l}'i

e farifre Togre awa Tghen «wm-sifeeR ABcae wRe (@ 5y *t3w Snizgd
el TR @l o (TIFEF) ol & e T 27 | AifegaE, T @1fe, axef%, et 39,
ATAEZ 95 TrAIS OB AT WS (@ Fg =% == T (0O 2NF | T, qreatt A, i
(abuse), TN (@A A1 EE I, AT, FI (XS FATE TIED), TR (TED), (2% (Caeifer
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(AT 2D o=@ A ), (15, A, 21, Bivwe, (=161, 6 (57), @5, 915, (4, @re a1 g,
N7l Sjren st et (Fml), (OIF (2ABI 6 (TIF-CTrE), (516, (B3, (Tl ((S9), (@,
TS, Wl 1 WS, 219017 (ST 1S [l 2=, 9, IS (AT, I, TIF 2GS 7F *[72 [T
WG (N ST A AT THCF ST 1”7 %Y ©fF 77, 515 8 I5 ¥ o€ WHGS S 7o 0572
SIS0 FCA | [905% * T o1 e S BT W IR K] 2R G2 06T 4l O (@,
a[E%, 35 fEFel-oF @R (IT-40TR elfdR (I, <o, Aeam, Foes, R, siee aefs)
S[F ST A 9ol I 93 PIaICE Toiare ZCARCe | (O, (615, B, 7fe1 (F5=21), 52 (THh
Z[4), [T, (T, (o, (BT, Biet, ©istl, o1, os1, (08, ©IR, (alle, S, Sn<el, uf, 16, I«
(3f), 1o, i (3fZ@), petl, Fetz, zow, Af5, o, e, @rel, coresl, m<s, o, TG, 1,
2/, Nifga Aefs o AT T AP SPReT =% O (SFGF) *I7 T 02 e 27 | S
QG SR SIS T2 A TR wiwwel -5 ¥l (0 | o5 -9[F fro -2 s *[o (3 NRZAaITed
FRETEATITS 7 STard | AR, FEOI, 9T, TOAT, YOHIG, 65, bITeT ASNe SR =78 Jei
(TIFg) dol &Te | Bl (sife Te A3e e Shge 2eld Gie qce2 e Seae, “Pulinda-
Kulinda, Mekala-Utkala (with the group Udra-Pundra-Munda), Kosala-Tosala, Anga-Vanga,
Kalinga-Tilinga form the links of a long chain which extends from the eastern confines of
Kashmir up to the centre of the peninsula... In each ethnic pair the twin bears the same
name, differentiated only by the initial K and T; initial K and P; zero and V or m and p. This

process of formation is foreign to Indo-European; it is foreign to Dravidian; it is on the

contrary characteristic of the vast family of languages which is called Austroasiatic, and
7”o®

which covers in India the group of the Munda languages, often called also the Kolarian.

JheaTl I oMo CFCE (T AFeTO!, (AME ABAIRI0F (AT (T AP I[E ©f wgeig
Tife (ol SRR 2eag T 97, Yol (TFGF) AeRFS SRFE F41 A 1 | 2F© Sl T
SR 4 AR A2 910G BLo ACE ©IZCe (ol (12 i (oNfy vy wiiw ceft-a3 fey
T €T Jo! (TFEF) (NPT e (91 (72 ST Sres okl | i @ik, (et -a5ia e
SIS e (@ TG, (Si5-771 Fol AAferz FCare (ouws JSTSTTE Y0¥ M TNS o
(TIFES) AFAITS (ACF I 20O A1 71 ©F (01 A6 SRR e @, SaE, ROEs ="
wife | wiifa S el 2RATS (@ e 2RI wifa ©f cof vy wifke, SHad dekere
T4, Y| SITRE (M2 42 (AT (FCIFH JToT 2T | O8I e ([ ISAGLAT BSOS (Sl
YA (TIPEF) S (AP | @5 @3B Jo! SR SrIzae (72 (@A GG ST | ST
a1, 2 @R CFtae a2 I AT |

JleeTl € @l SR A FHRR AR 367 o I Y27 *REE JAOFIACEF Tqro
B SIfCRRCE “agCet AT AR Hiewel S FooiF Al o= 91 T : (=, A
GIFHRE .. 6 0 efer . T A, Aot s ww |73 Nfas =13 2ifs I 27! Heorres
ol T wefle @3 TS a1 7fo 7Y ST wed @61 33 Y | (5/2 WG At 9/8
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WAR) € S SCAFIF AT 5 3/ A S 5/8 MAR (I 7 915 42 M@ 037 e 22hd
@ B0 | SR A 02, GFIHES 61 *Fafeirs Tefe @i w1 2306 22[1 Akl 2=zl
2fb o7y S =t #Ifere 23 1%°

THCACH G SCAT ZI N SR (A -, -(SIe-I& (A I, -PeT (Fe12)-J& B,
-9lIg, -t At Tk, -4, 6T, -Fife (2 Fife, BRI, (AW € EER NaTst gae),
=%, (SPIARM), -COTS], -5 (ST ) (SPFRaeN), e -y& aefe arafns yei (SIFgs) deiers |
oA JhesTF SRe g Faa oite (@efd Jat (WF5F) ST, (@ Si3et () | [«3 FHafem
SfEFI*E AMBICH, (T HSOH, JLIHF A] | /72 25 TE Biamafens @ Joi(ShEsF)
AT S Ol AP, 2TAb® A9lfb, 2=, Pl (=1fe, get g1 S SR |

FHACHT A ARF T Afrzre Joi (TFGF) FF o AT ASK | (1K S, (73 FHAI,
GBI, KR EIFIGICR, S0-IgJ FHIIR ST T 203 A Y&l (SFGF) ToAmi € (ol
50 (Te i (31kF9) AR (521 SIS 518 203 ST |

FHICH ACANCE (T FF A7 2 O Jei (WFFF) (N7 Srawie ICeT Sepslie Tt T | e
CoNFER SRS 2RI RISt | SR S sfen S0 1 | $@ SR 06 SIra (it Siifes |
MR AT, AYTHE S (MR @I 2T T | G4 (A2 AT-JIER 6, *FCT] 2o AIF re
FR A BT | SF #1207 7{Te (Ol &l AR [T 2Abfers | (@ ieal 2Abi 2iited sy (R
35, S Toni) et U (il T {TeT SRR 2L SN G J2e 2fbfre |

for qeefa Areifer S0 (@ 4ol AT 2be, 43 SIFET SIEY ©f (Of SPCe ena sifwst (&
I AR | 7T (AW @ (oTifeiss, @i« (retz 10s fiest o o5t o1p0as S 9eo0R |
43 IIFCIT ATSIPFATE Mg, T, ¥ 6T AR ANATEIT AGSTS Y1 2ASI | 40N NS FHZ|
Ay ¢ e ol Yot Aer [Fce g T | 404 @idl famace@ w7, fmacda w2
37[TET 2fbeTe (A A0 | SCe Ioeveeid fracefa (Resras cotm, Jiaifn, ar8fe, 21, (o) SgrE=
AT Y1 (TRGF) (N TLaa T0ea Sl 7:1ifes | €2 fmaeea sjfers (o Sty 9ibgs aer
Af¥ QAT FISIRE 0T T 2T | 4T ST (@ Twiel Jo7 of WiRpwea Jet (SIFgF) Skmitas
FHET G ?;L'?IK‘K,ENM CI RS | “Now dance as a fundamental religious ritual is certainly not

Aryan; it is neither Buddhistic nor Brahmanical. It may be Dravidian; it may also be Tibeto-
#R

Chinese but it is emphatically Austric.

CRIGAI91%7 SIRECET € AT AT A0 (A S2etat A0 o7t @It SA12I0T ST bl 2l g2ae
gt (N (IS (P MR (Hewie, Jo! 2efs) N0y TN | (5d-(F=I1< e #4710 oo
DI A5 G @ R0 T/ 617 R #ifers | (TR Ritaae siam Aizics | @ (oo stigees
A4l (el TR I | SR HARIT S{renis (@ I K7 SRR T, @ FA S FACE 47 G
i 203 A1 | (AR R aigel T dreets) | 05 SiEces 7w A @3 o jrene qeifea
(M4 SR S (AR | SIAFCaW SIS AeTnd SIea (@ B 7jrenid =iy ot (afvss Sidtna (A
S | F03E TR (o SRR 72 SHAMIT Sted w02 (@ @2 SA19< ©f @ik |
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T (N R FREI 2SS I FI RGNS S AT - AR S S0 SR I (anfos
AGIR | &I NG FRI-FFOF ALH GICO T SR, S (IR 007 R0 ACACT I (TPGF)
(MR «-feipT @ BT SISy | NREE A SR, ... SN (ool STed
SIGIF-SIIE €2 S SFEFOIT T (N € S5 SDICT T03 Gee 733 5! iTed
RS TR St 7JTSl, ATad RS oFRia Sieqel R I92F I Cae Shgs 2el | e,
G B (N e TRMITER TIE SIere - 2)¢f TG s{Te! S | 4Itaa FEeszes A=el
(I S51 A0 S0 R | AGACH (FIST191S o1 1#{TSTT AR G TR ST LI R Seros] S |
QAR TR 0e Ot FF-vief 41 9MTRTB 2Jre | SN CqHHRE TR} TS (o 42 sJTa |

St A2l &N 910 ColIB, CRIANS AL (aN=AIel ot =11feTe O forgtere et (WIhG) FiH-sacghon
wIfeg | Sere et (alifda e e et (Co-sfet) R S Boi siifee |

AT (1T TR (O A06T T, FIER S | HGOIH, T, (2, *I7, AT 77 (anfoa s
TR S AR AT AT SO Il WA, (N0 27 727 et 7M1t | ot (anfod @2 Frem S
JeIfeTa (MIE TTIF T 77 (ol | TG A SfCiRce, Qe @ifet At @ TR @)
8 iz 313y vus seia fifEe AufTe wme [Reshd SR om Fosef S @i 7ty A2l e
S wnfus wECalf St e epfers 173

SSI-SE A A ST SEDIT Sl (e Al EFBITE G T o5 | 9MMg, AAwsA1RE motif
R IR AT A T AT 212, 5[ TeRFACER S Sere et (TFFF) [ @fe] (aNfoa Meaa
e GRS | NGO (9N T ATH (FSN SRS FC o, AT, A 2P S Harers w4y e |
Ol BYAG TERFI 7T, T *E 26 (AF AT, AGZENF T FAF (@D RO @2 o
RT SR (73 | @757 wHeel ST TG (oNifda MR sMape @2 Siesia (redid S wiae S5,
AN *1Z AEG | GTAICS @ weTed «idell fFaieT | Ao @3 Ssie (rem S @ Al seeaifda
SRWI @ ePCwCE 7o T |

Aeifer f[ATE *IFT SGITTR A FIFHIT GF TT SH—i1e, A, T, Fal, = 217,
4! 9ilg, Fresl, Qv Ootl, SRl @ B (PG @Fgsdl Tolwie | i sitere Soimimefer
SIE | INSFR @ IR T2l 2 F7eirer, 2 Sioia 790 [ ACATRie Alea| @ 2y Aeiferd ¢ o

G2 ©IF ATIG, “...the use of the betel-leaf in Hindu life and Hindu ritual, most of our

popular religion... our marriage ritual in some parts of India with the use of vermillion and

turmeric—and many other things would appear to be a legacy from our pre-Aryan
/38

ancestors.

Y SFCAT ([D AT @ Y 71 AACEE TS | RTF SPCF Fa16Mg (T 72 (N eans
RS 27, AR RAT SRS O | I TG RCACS I Fi SR Gy (0l 28 Foioe] |
Jleifea REATS Ferrost! ITFCa T T, IS [T SR | IRETIEAT Seros GoFqe FoTd
RU1, Al |
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TeyRfe et (anfoR LR AIERS R SIS Seres 397 | SefaRfeTa M ANCS ALTHIS
SIS | Aeifer [raae w5 Soferfe | Yot TS [Reaa Swros Sokae Teisld €5, S =i, i,
G (S T F), Sree! b, g4 am | qreifed [eaae Sowae s« | et (i [eme
SO NG R I A6 20O SIS 7 T 200 TSl G (Fiewet eTol) A 7T,
@G AT I FC CFCE | 9N T ALl (T 2 eiferd [z o, (osz ¢! 7Ae
AT 9T ZECHA AL 2SI TR SR AT | 79 € T IS (@ 5= Fife It canifo
T S0y Fo, 27 Aeifers [raree ©fF | 57z wie, g 210e @t == Jet s=ice [eag
SeeN 397 | @ AR Al Rrmae w5 | wefie Yot Wtes KR @EFHIEE SIias (@82 910 ¢
ferfae qieifer wiere 0y T2+ FC HLECR |

[ ACER TS A -9 G @gs)el | 99 € 0 2107 277 N1, S0 0y QIalieaial,
oot F58 1 IR 21707 THITT K G2 U2 ATANTA | 9F 77 Aeifera [raree doraa gt fea
gl | AT WHF-2Lll AR - AL TP A2 0ol 27 |

9J TREE FRFICED CF(E ! (ITF) (N7 Seaem] »I=A0ent e | Siova Rt J95a #19
SISl 911z, 22T Al (Tl BRI ST I ({06 AT | (@12 (76 (ATFH2 S o e *F
ST ICE T AT AT SIS RN (T SRy =11 27 | 92 Jwiiie Aneifet fewa scensam
T AR AT e [RLFAG 1T S0 I 13

Tice e Afer oy erer, Jo Ifets s witaa 22l Jot (|h5F) oifoa grea e
BIGe HeTsIie | AFICAT +1F Yo e ol o A wfrce [erercas Fife 2y e 2bfre | o
(N TR e o FECE ST (RS &A=l (T S (T3 Areifet 2 e st Fosf
SN 97 O S Sl foiemis | [ifST witam Stay *rie Swres | @2 22l et (Sh5F) (N
(UCHE GUICR 0o W0 2 |

e Sifoaifen stnisiifa af sTieamcas s 1R M2 orms @l a0 (@ AeltEs 2
B YT ANGRAHCAT Segehiol | TSI LT FCAB0 2 0T AT ST G TGl Ofs
FABI | *AET A (O S FCI, “ARITS 22 TEI© SITS AL 3ZNWE2 AT | AITOF
32 MOPTGI2 A ST e FCH | A€ SIS 77 a7 7[F ol AR eigE sifoae
SRR 2IT6T WIS 123 G2 AfeT *oiel F0F TR Firiam ereta A, wifie S S,
RIS ALITTS” 1X° AT ATAILE, K12 (@ AT 27 €3 2AITATST T, (T2 AT
R TGN SR 21%ATS | TR Kb @ =Rl G2 A Rred 20s | qelfer T
FRATCAS AT AIIACST I TINFIZ f2eT |

et (FIAT
AHARI RTINS 2Ca18 SRRACA A B SRR oy SIS SHHe® S (B3 (7 22
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S-S e (AT (@R TR | SR @€ I SRt AR ST Aeg (T (A, S e
RGOS T | G2 ATF AT, TR S A0 fbZre 1 203 A, A1 Tatore Sicwa 1es fSest 1
ToICR RISl TG AL (BB FACET Ol e GOl 20T 2R | 2GR #IGCew Sl A0 Sitan,
ARITT, AT | (T AFILTE T AE FCA, ARG (FC6 @ GHICF IPTII9 FCH QeCe, S
M BRI FACE, OITRI2 S WS 261 #A12I0T Tsite | biere 2t Seiafe, S, seeife
AT | (FH (ATF TLATS F0H AT 20eTw 2BE | WG (oo Fal St s e sareere
IR, TR ST, (iset (ollfdd SIge Sea- o[ i=eTet, S o (N siega sy Siared 27
0, CRIGI917j7 TG @ ©IF 7F2 SR TeT | G2 Yol (9fF S T ARG, THACS S I, 9F
TS GG A ST o7 J2ACoa ARG AT SITe (P12 RGP fozeaw A |
@12 17 Yol (ATF, S SRTOT Sree-¢Y (ATF, 93 F F&A SO I 2T G TA©
20 FACR IR | 29757 &) A AT, et (afoa S, 0 SIiee 267 4 SITed siK1cH, Sl
fen 4R Ree—iiewd, Y, @, RTTe, o, wi, IS, g, w1€9, s, [, @el,
fTree, T, (@R, et agfs|

I COFHT (T ZF HITE=1, 5=oA15T (LT et ©itwa I 5@, Sievd e «iiG, (oslz «3
T ST 2R, (=TT NTSNE % 0, IO (N7 weiey Snfraisiiorms e fes |
-2 -SFAG! SEPAT 2 5ol HITIVE v 2GS Sita SRfFs, IR Ted - ARG qcet
SN 1 2 | AT TF- ARG A IS SR | (ARG ANGOIe T=MITT g
W AT G2 SIS A T @ T ST FACH 47 G 20 1 SR G HT2 FoRCW2 A
FACo! | @2 Fvzw (M e B 23 | Sees qrbiea Sfimia S0 G (A0 ©ifera e sass
(ATF Sty o GF T S| AIfET-3-(F TIF GFFR A AT (SICeT, GFIFIT ATH GO 2790
it #ifafoe | wmans Ao toft a1 @sifarafi TawIcas a6 AT W@ | BT SRR S
S5re] AREI FACO SOIMA FTRITH AWM (BF WA e 29, AGNF [T A ZITa Sl
AT (FICeT I Sl (w7l 2o | 58 SRR o o Wies faes g0 oot zema 71!
TG fod 1 MFCra SIOIIBIER I, IRFNTOUR CNREETE SBACER FIC | G GHRCA] Gl T4
STV FICR SRR GHAMI, @ATTCIAE M[P11ag G A7 FItg ©f Keotee iy AW | o2 (72
O IY GERTe 2e, GhviR QS| ST e, SRie 5l 21T % Wi e, % (51T 71l 2/
MBI G w4e fo7e, S pfefoles Wit #ifede w26 | IR S ST (A0 Gl @am
I @G (I foreT, fafara o7re S Mt w3 161 | I ST ST F9(51e 9 o1, s iaiaea
A% 2971 (91 13 9T | Af o216 ©2 (AT S T SR, N2ISH, TP AR (12 STI5I0Ed
TS Sbree-uT Fewle [raz |

RAITER 2103 93 261 9L STOpbid, T P 20 2G| 24, 5IRIAA 1% &l¥, ([@5F S
CIHFS THI© T IR/ | GFMCF [CACZA el TR ST SN STIB I, AEE Gy SmICad
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SISJIBIE, ST AT BIF | ST Zo1 SN | O SNF SITiE Sed 2iGCT 2101 RTT 9[or@d 936 I |
SR BTl SITE JTACoE AT% e =TT #10] I 22w Sl 23, @2 2ll® Ge7i! (AT o)
ST RGN AT o #Ifai oot iz w51 31w | sy shewie 7@ Yo (anfod S TemiERe
932 357 | (=T (R ST S (AT TN TSI Sitet Sy o0 ey 21, A0ve S04 9%, 9,
e, Tk, A, FAe, TS Sy | “(RTGAN (RIGTERE FLl” H SO or AR
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bl ECE olF AGR-NGR A2 | A7TCela 2iisiif ©-5[F515 @ITal possessive pronoun 919w
419 e Iwe Tex Yot o

> e, ferepitaies, Sifas () JER-fEiEa 72 wel |

Yo | (IRbIAIGS MOt BIF sl Aae, e, yf-frea faus, sqe-fres faomm |

9 | AT € TFACE FIERIGS HLF 725 Tl |

CAMB el 7 ORI (FCE GFLOI (e 71 2reTe (@R il ORiTes ([IRZafer ied T |

AT (Fa @M Sl Yo SRl @RS A7 | 1 Aesil ol [ Eiferey &
FHIR e Afere; @ Mg S SR (S 77 || Hewile] SRR @RSy FFACER 5
T *rora Treitel, SHAIme (Re J. Phillips) 21 403, St8¢ A | 792w 20T, 29,
i1, PN, AW, TR Srbra e ABINS (TS Gol. 8. (FFYLLT TU(HIA A
FATINCH @I FIL Traditions and Institutions of the Santals (1SS W (FITETHN FLW)
I S53¢ (ATF 55597 WK &I P.O. Bodding ‘Santal Folktales’, St-a& (e &If*@ F.T.
Cole-@3 Santali Riddles RT*T STarataIa) | TCHICA WA QAATHCIICIART F (T3l GO
T fozy, w6fs iz facawies wferet conea ceibaa omisifil F{2s @ Rl @A ffdrs, P.O. Bodding
TS S a N RIS (RITAR CEIRICTAIRT TR SRR TSRCST 71, JRAACH
ARG AT (AT Ted-9F ST AT wforeT |

FHBIA TS ARTorR o5l S| %o (HIISITal, TI® Sbrv8-¢ AE (S >oo AH gFIHo)
TR 7ty TRm TTa FHewie I 4aw <{f2 | 7Y AMITTR ol et SHeeieg 3fez, 7kghs,
afotzra s e sTemitaa S iR S 91 TIte IO 2SI Hewls Fuie R 7
203 T | (96 40 afi@ e 2931 (A0 e F41) 2267 o Aemae eI A0 o aia il

foeT | FAIToTACTT TS ST (@713 ¢ &gH3 7o ©F 2IfA6Ea A &=l I, “Subsequently,
through the interest of Sri Bankimchandra Chakravorty, Manager of the Dhalbhum Raj,
Ramdas Tudu......was persuaded to come to Calcutta and meet me. He had his unique
collection as a precious possession with him. It was beautifully written in Bengali script,
and it was all bound in leather, showing his very love for the work. There were pictures in
the book which were all drawn by him. The second edition of this work has since appeared
from the Dhalbhum Raj Estate Office......”" "%

Rt wreta Sewifer Aifzre foal g —

) fAreva 3feam, frere @fstara spme Sl T@ieleTs (Fi5%F) s,
3)  IROE AR ST, o, FoFCF TFw MR Fwe! R 90T (Ol Wi
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PR AMGT AW, SqAWS 7P 5% | S58Y-9 Carstairs-43 ‘Harma’s Village’-93 Saw
RS B!, TS FCI TN [55F F901, Mol Sgam ‘Criaee Grole’, mats
AN ‘AN SN0 (T2MFA (SIS, TNLACLT T8 Fo1erd Seam f&fae [Kfer” (Fawam
@), GREAW AT TeeTe] (T -3 SgaW (BT 2wl ) KT STeeed i e |
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3,59,058, *7F 8,05,e85 |°° PR AR Ma W [T Gova (@ S ©f SRR S 73 |
AR I 2Ce1e GIPIf #IfF (seasonal migration) (AT (712 | G G5! BICIF I SRR AT
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(ST TS SIIB | ©FS TN W ZC IR (9781 ST (712 | R 211 791407 | (3 I1IF =W Ta
SR FTRITES ST RISTHR 1321 9218 MG NI 1 27 41 | 07 &y 3211 2030,
(T, HeSife] ST ML Heoie Futnd # g 5971, OIS AT Geray 04T 77 | HSoleT
QT S SIAMSITE &) ST (I8 % ZCACR [Fl Sl (72 | SIFe ARG (Fr@ Aeole
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R R (G TSI AT, “The problem lies in the methods of teaching such children

with different language background as well as switching over from communication through
oral tradition to that of a tradition which has a different language, and reading in the
different language, then writing which is a new skill they learn, and unaware of the rote
learning practices. The language in such a context becomes a barrier for learning. The
teaching in the schools does not take into consideration the importance of the native language
as well as the process of transforming the child who has come with an oral learning tradition
to that of the skills of reading, writing and speaking a different language, and most of the
words which they do not understand and are being used in their text books. It is like
learning blindly without comprehending what is being taught. When the language is not
clear the learning also takes place in a vacuum, i.e., as such no effective learning takes
place in the classroom.

The paradox is that the schools are there and teachers do teach, but ultimately who
learns? And if at all everyone learns - the question is "what is being learnt"? "Is it the
unidirectional monotonous learning, the biggest question to think about"? The problem is
more pronounced in the schools serving heterogeneous tribal communities with different
languages. "Are the teachers in a position to teach in all the tribal languages present in

these schools"?°% 34 (A(F TC FATI, 2N LG QA (F Eal € NGB ST 0 AW
391 Ol S WERCse (Feag A 7 | (S 0 9T G| SR MGCT A0S 703 aFe sl
(O ZAB =, T A=A FZACK O 910 (SIeTe T 11 | @ ZTIE AIoBS o 921 ¢ 98
IO | FCIF SR, (@ Aleelfel, (@, =7, ey foifsl aptere G2 s w27 e siom
fTeTtra STeey sretew SR | e fofs e ie-a Tnizde (Fea (@0 #iIta | Aee AT AT
W4y S fofor 2fe @3 el TCareia A FI[TE 1 A0S (1, 2T, #A17 7T 72 (@
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51 Suniti Kumar Chatterji, 1979. The Origin and Development of the Bengali Language.

Calcutta : Rupa & Co. P. 40. “The non-Aryans, Dravidians and Kol, fought with the Aryans,
both Vedic and non-Vedic, and made peace with them. ...But from the advent and settlement
of the Aryans, large numbers of non-Aryans were finding a place in Aryan society, either
as serfs and slaves, or as free cultivators and labourers and artisans, although they were
looked down upon as << Siidras >> by the Aryan settlers, the << Vigas >>.”
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551 @ R.C. Majumdar (Ed.), 1943. History of Bengal, Vol. I, Hindu period. p.558.
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stage of his six stage sequence. At this stage morality is conceived in interpersonal terms
and goodness is equated with helping and pleasing others. This conception of goodness is
considered by Kohlberg and Kramer (1969) to be functional in the lives of mature women
insofar as their lives take place in the home. Kohlberg and Kramer imply that only if women
enter the traditional arena of male activity will they recognize the inadequacy of this moral

perspective and progress like men toward higher stages where relationships are subordinated
to rules (stage four) and rules to universal principles of justice (stages five and six).””Vi %
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““Not only did she learn to read, but she also decided to record the events and details of her

everyday domestic life in a book and got it published. She had the audacity to disclose her

life in print. By doing this, she entered the public sphere which was strictly forbidden to
upper class Hindu women. A published work no longer remains a private act of writing
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but enters the public domain where it is open and available for perusal and interrogation
by anyone.”” Hira Naaz, ‘The Caged Bird Who Sang : The Life and Writing of Rassundari
Devi.’
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“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ - harnessing cultural traditions
through digital media towards peace and harmony

Malini Majumdar

Abstract

Indian cultural tradition has a rich treasure to cherish and be proud of. But the intangible
cultural heritage has always been restricted to specific communities and locations, making
it inaccessible to larger part of the society. Of late, culture has rightly been recognized as a
major contributing factor in sustainable development of societies, addressing the challenges
related to equity, diversity and inclusiveness. Hence, digital communication platforms
are the best bet for preservation, promotion and dissemination of the heritage, making the
culture element popular and adaptable.

Key words : Culture, Heritage, Digital media, Sustainability
Introduction

The cultural heritage of India dates back to times beyond memory, with the relics of its
rich ancient civilization lying buried under its contemporary cities and villages, some still
undiscovered. The melting pot of multiple other civilizations, which co-existed as a result
of economic exchanges or political ambitions, has generated its modern form, with its
richness and diversity. On one hand, there are the monuments with their astonishing
architecture announcing the glorious past and on the other, India boasts of an ever-evolving
living culture and tradition that is reflected through a vast treasure of verbal, written,
visual depictions as well as its artifacts, performing art and craft forms. Being one of the
most ancient and richest civilization, both these tangible and intangible assets are vast
beyond imagination, most diverse and sometimes, limited to specific communities or
geographic peripheries. Documenting, showcasing and popularizing heritage at such a
large scale is undoubtedly a gigantic task.

“The heritage of the past is the seed that brings forth the harvest of the future.”
— Wendell Phillips. Preserving the seed for our next generations to make them savor the
fruit has been a constant endeavor for countries like India, whose monuments have withstood
the vagaries of nature, wrath of foreign invasion and a lack of awareness among its own
citizens. The conditions of the intangible heritage have not been exposed to such menace,
but their preservation got endangered by sheer lack of interest to share and preserve.
“Our heritage and ideals, our code and standards - the things we live by and teach our
children - are preserved or diminished by how freely we exchange ideas and feelings.”
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—Walt Disney. Of late, however, the contemporary societies have started paying heed to
it, leveraging it to address the challenges related to equity, diversity and inclusiveness, by
looking through the lens of the past. Historic monuments and museums with their grandeur,
living heritage practices enriching our ways of life and creativity and innovativeness associated
with visual art forms could go a long way to build ‘inclusive, innovative and resilient
communities” (UNESCO). “UNESCO is convinced that no development can be sustainable
without a strong culture component. Indeed only a human-centered approach to development
based on mutual respect and open dialogue among cultures can lead to lasting peace”.
(https:/ /ich.unesco.org/en/state/india-IN?info=elements-on-the-lists)

The 2001 Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity by UNESCO acknowledged
cultural diversity as “a source of exchange, innovation and creativity” and considered it
as fundamental as maintaining the biodiversity on earth. In the same tune, during the
UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies and Sustainable Development—
MONDIACULT 2022, the role of cultural diversity in furthering sustainable development,
ensuring inclusive growth and resilience, fostering human-centered, contextual stability
and as a harbinger of global peace and multilateral cooperation has been re-confirmed. By
then, the culture sector was already hit by the challenges of the pandemic and the vulnerability
of the system lay exposed, revealing inequalities in social structure, gender, and unequal
access to culture. The global environmental challenges also identified intentional or collateral
damage of cultural heritage, discrimination in relation to human and cultural rights, and
destruction of living cultural practices. The preamble of the said conference points out the
“impact of the digital transformation on societies and the cultural sector in particular,
which affects the cultural industries, and access to cultural goods and services, while opening
up prospects for broadening access to culture for all, enhancing the knowledge,
documentation, conservation, safeguarding, promotion and management of heritage, and
stimulating creativity and innovation; as well as expressing our concerns about the challenges
it poses, increasing risks such as the reinforced global imbalance of flows of cultural goods
and services, and the impoverishment of cultural and linguistic diversity online, linked to
artificial intelligence systems and the insufficient regulation of algorithms, unequal access
to culture, the unfair remuneration of artists, cultural professionals and practitioners, as
well as deepened inequalities in the global exchange of cultural goods and services, in
particular due to the unequal concentration of global cultural platforms” (Unesco.2023)

To recognize the strong bond between culture and development, the G20 Culture
Ministers integrated culture into the G20 agenda and a Culture Working Group was formed
in 2021. The objective is to fortify collaboration among the member nations to support
cultural and creative industries, so as to understand culture as a propeller to push inclusive
sustainable socio-economic recovery and development. India’s G20 Presidency would help
to find pragmatic global solutions for the wellbeing of all, manifesting the true spirit of
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’. It aims to harness the diversity of cultural traditions aiming
towards a holistic, pro-people planet. The first G20 Culture Working Group (CWG) meeting
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for 2023 was held in Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh from 22nd to 25th February 2023,
highlighting on the theme of “Protection and Restitution of Cultural Property”. Four priority
areas of India’s CWG include “Protection and Restitution of Cultural Property; Harnessing
Living Heritage for a Sustainable Future; Promotion of Cultural and Creative Industries,
and Creative Economy; Leveraging Digital Technologies for Protection and Promotion of
Culture” (https:/ /www.unesco.org/en/sustainable-development/culture/g20 and https:/
/pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1909583).

It is within this context, the relevance of promulgating the cultural heritage through
all possible formats of communication becomes evident. Digital media, as a communication
technology, have the ability to protect past data against the forces of time, nature and
man-made events that can destroy the memories. Thus, it can become a well crafted tool
for safekeeping, sharing and creating an experience around the heritage data and knowledge.
It uses the emerging technologies in computer vision, graphics, audio and video modes
and user interface design to create this enriching experience for the common users. A user
can almost feel like being present physically at the heritage sites without actually being so
and relive the experience of the bygone era.

In 2022, Government of India announced the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav program
where the 75th anniversary of India’s independence is celebrated, reminiscing about the
glorious past of India, reflected through its cultural environment. Under this program, the
best practices and strategies related to development of museums have been undertaken
and to reiterate, a global summit on ‘Reimagining Museums in India” was arranged. In the
summit, where diverse countries interact on the theme, the best practices were identified
and a roadmap for development of new museums could be designed which also focused
on renewal framework to reinvigorate existing museums in India. The National Digital
Repository for museums, established in 2018, had started the project of introducing our
rich and diverse heritage through a plethora of digital collections of various artifacts” like
sculptures, paintings, manuscripts, weapons, coins etc. The features of digitization include
collaborative framework for historians to collectively enrich the information, integration
of documentation of antiquities in multimedia formats, Integration of 360 degree panorama,
search and retrieval of data etc. The ultimate objective would be to create an online database
of the collections for online viewing by general viewers.

A most recent example in this regard is Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalay, a digitized museum
that showcases the lives of Indian prime ministers since independence. AR/ VR technologies
and data analytics have been used to create an experiential tour, where an experience
going down memory lane has been created using pods, control centers, and crystal balls.
Visitors can not only enjoy the stories, but also can see the crowd cheering, or feel the
vibrations of blasts, among many such experiences.

The tangible and intangible heritage
The term culture has been formally defined by UNESCO as “the spiritual, material, intellectual
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and emotional features characteristic for the groups of people” (UNESCO, 2001). But the concept
of heritage remains metaphorical, as it is something of value to a community which wants
it to be preserved, safeguarded and handed over to the next generations. However, the
cultural heritage relates not only to the perceived value but also to the culture. Safeguarding
its tangible and intangible elements demand for unique segregation strategies, as opined
by UNESCO’s 1972 World Heritage Convention and Charters of The Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural (2003). Of course, all tangible elements stand out to be
an embodiment of intrinsically embedded intangible elements like oral tradition, languages
and symbols and rituals. Intangible heritage was recognized to be an integral part of the
cultural heritage of the world for the first time by the 2003 Convention, providing “a sense
of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity”
(UNESCO, 2003). Against an overwhelming force of globalization which induces blurring
of diversity, the protection and communication regarding intangible cultural heritage harps
on strengthening social cohesion around the cultural symbolism, by building a cultural
identity. Some of these elements, which were passed onto generations for ages, are now
facing extinction, which is more a reason to focus on their preservation and dissemination.
Sustainability and future development of such cultural heritage is more of individual or
community centric, where knowledge, skill or techniques are held by individuals and then
passed onto a small selected group in a specific community. Thus, the dispersal of this
knowledge and skill requires a new communication medium, digressed from the traditional
format of connecting the artist with the art, where the diffusion happened through verbal
or visual formats. Because of this typical character of being driven by personal abilities
and socio-economic dynamics of the environment, the intangible heritage is ontologically
vulnerable. Social practices and perceptions are greatly influenced by the concept of ‘space”
as a social product (Lefebvre.1991) The spatial triad concept of perceived, conceived, and
lived space confirms the flexibility and fluidity of the transformation of a literary/craft/
artwork into something material created on the digital space. Again, social space” from
“absolute space” can be produced by collating three ways of thinking about space. The
physical space is created by the intangible culture artists. Regardless of whether it exists
or not, the discourse about the “space” will continue independently. Finally, the
representational space is a lived experience of people (phenomenological component).
This lived experience now can transcend the geographic barrier with the help of digital
technology. Conceptually, The ‘lived space’(Watkins, 2005) - a space of “pure subjectivity,
of human experiences, of people’s sense-making, imagination, and feeling — that is, their
local knowledge” (Zhang: 2006) is situated between the abstract space of designs and verbal
messages — manifested in symbols (Spicer and Taylor, 2004) and an indifferent space of
physical representations. The ‘materialization” of the intangible thus becomes possible,
conceptually and through recording, archiving and inventorying.

Indian intangible cultural heritage takes up many forms. UNESCO identifies the
intangible cultural heritage in five areas : “oral traditions and expressions, including language;
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performing arts; social practices, rituals, and festive events; knowledge and practices
concerned with nature and the universe; traditional craftsmanship” (UNESCO, 2020). In
all these formats of heritage elements, India prides of a rich contribution. UNESCO has
included the following elements in their intangible cultural heritage list: https://
ich.unesco.org/en/state/india-IN

1.

Ramlila: Inscribed in 2008 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity by UNESCO. The most representative Ramlilas are those of Ayodhya,
Ramnagar and Benares, Vrindavan, Almora, Sattna and Madhubani. (https://
ich.unesco.org/en/RL/ramlila-the-traditional-performance-of-the-ramayana-00110)
Tradition of Vedic chanting: Inscribed in 2008 on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Although the Vedas continue to play an important
role in contemporary Indian life, only thirteen of the over one thousand Vedic recitation
branches have survived. Moreover, four noted schools —in Maharashtra (central India),
Kerala and Karnataka (southern India) and Orissa (eastern India) — are considered
under imminent threat. (https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/tradition-of-vedic-chanting-
00062)

Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre: Inscribed in 2008 on the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity. It is practiced in Kerala, being one of India’s oldest
living theatrical traditions, in vogue for more than 2,000 years. (https:/ /ich.unesco.org/
en/RL/kutiyattam-sanskrit-theatre-00010)

Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the Garhwal Himalayas, India: Inscribed
in 2009 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. It
combines theatre, music, historical reconstructions, and traditional oral and written
tales seamlessly, reflecting the environmental, spiritual, mythical and cultural identities. (
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/ramman-religious-festival-and-ritual-theatre-of-the-
garhwal-himalayas-india-00281)

Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance: Inscribed in 2010, it symbolizes a community
ritual where the entire village participates.( https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/mudiyettu-
ritual-theatre-and-dance-drama-of-kerala-00345)

Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan: Inscribed in 2010, this is a dance form of
Kalbelia community of Rajasthan. Once professional snake handlers, they express their
former occupation in new and creative forms of music and dance, where women,
replicating the movements of a serpent, swirl to the tunes of the poongi, a woodwind
instrument traditionally played to capture snakes. Men accompany them also on the
khanjari percussion instrument. (https:/ /ich.unesco.org/en/RL/kalbelia-folk-songs-
and-dances-of-rajasthan-00340)

Chhau dance, Inscribed in 2010, has three distinct forms, originating from the regions
of Seraikella, Purulia and Mayurbhanj, the first two using masks. Chhau dance is
intimately connected to regional festivals, specially the spring festival Chaitra Parva,
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while enacting episodes from epics like the Mahabharata and Ramayana and local
folklore. Being generated from traditional martial arts, the dance forms include mock
combats as well. (https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/chhau-dance-00337)

Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred Buddhist texts in the trans-Himalayan
Ladakh region, Jammu and Kashmir, India: inscribed in 2012. Two forms of Buddhism
—Mahayana and Vajrayana — and four major sects, namely Nyngma, Kagyud, Shakya
and Geluk are practiced in Ladakh, where. Each sect has its own unique form of chanting
for rituals on special occasions. Chanting is meant for spiritual uplifting, to please the
evil spirits or to invoke the blessing of various Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, deities and
Rinpoche. Instruments such as bells, drums, cymbals and trumpets accompany the
chanting and keep them in a rhythm. (https:/ /ich.unesco.org/en/RL/buddhist-chanting-
of-ladakh-recitation-of-sacred-buddhist-texts-in-the-trans-himalayan-ladakh-region-
jammu-and-kashmir-india-00839)

Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of Manipur: Inscribed in 2013,
Vaishnava performers of Manipur plains narrate the lives and deeds of Krishna through
song and dance. It acts as a cohesive force within the Vaishnava community and it
establishes a relationship between the individual. (https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/
sankirtana-ritual-singing-drumming-and-dancing-of-manipur-00843)

Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making among the Thatheras of Jandiala
Guru, Punjab, India: inscribed in 2014. The craft constitutes the traditional technique
of manufacturing brass and copper utensils in Punjab. Metalwork integrates family
structure, work ethic and social hierarchy of the community (https:/ /ich.unesco.org/
en/RL/traditional-brass-and-copper-craft-of-utensil-making-among-the-thatheras-of-
jandiala-guru-punjab-india-00845).

Nawrouz, inscribed in 2016, celebrates the New Year on March 21 in Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. It is not only marked by a variety
of rituals, ceremonies and other cultural events happening through a period of about
two weeks, but also includes street performances of music and dance, public rituals
involving water and fire, traditional sports and the making of handicrafts (https://
ich.unesco.org/en/RL/nawrouz-novruz-nowrouz-nowrouz-nawrouz-nauryz-nooruz-
nowruz-navruz-nevruz-nowruz-navruz-01161)

Yoga (inscribed in 2016): Based on the philosophy of synchronizing the mind with the
body and soul, Yoga postures and meditation and breathing techniques aim for mental,
spiritual and physical wellbeing and allow for a state of liberation. (https://
ich.unesco.org/en/RL/yoga-01163)

Kumbh Mela, inscribed in 2017, is the largest congregation of pilgrims on earth, exerting
amesmeric influence on a variety of devotees, including ascetics, saints, sadhus, aspirants-
kalpavasis and visitors. The festival is held at Allahabad, Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik

64



‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ — harnessing cultural traditions through digital
media towards peace and harmony

every four years by rotation, posing as the central spiritual event in the country.
(https:/ /ich.unesco.org/en/RL/kumbh-mela-01258)

14. Durga Puja in Kolkata : the latest inscription in 2021. An annual festival celebrated
most gorgeously in Kolkata and also in other parts of India, mostly amongst the Bengali
diaspora. It marks the ten-day worship of the Hindu mother-goddess Durga. It is perhaps
the best instance of the public performance of religion and art, a thriving ground for
collaborative artists and designers, whose creations are admired by hoards of spectators
coming from different class, religion and ethnicities. (https:/ /ich.unesco.org/en/RL/
durga-puja-in-kolkata-00703)

Intangibility is at the core of the cultural heritage of any country, as described to be “living
and evolving” (R. Williams, 1960). Thus, all immaterial elements that give the community
a unique, distinct and diverse identity are included in cultural heritage. However, where
the transmission could have been spontaneous focusing on preservation and perpetuity,
the intensification of cultural prevarication and dominance of one culture over other have
necessitated the deliberate attempt towards its preservation. The cultural hegemony,
emanating from globalization and political ambitions, have eventually lead to the
crystallization of uniform and stereotyped cultural models, at the cost of mortification of
the cultural diversity. Preservation of cultural diversity ‘is embodied in the uniqueness
and plurality of the identities of the groups and societies making up humankind” (Article
1 of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity). It serves as a ‘source of
exchange, innovation and creativity’ (ibid), promoting harmony in intercultural relations,
as the diversity and idiosyncrasies of human communities are recognized, respected and
therefore safeguarded.

Here, of course, the differentiation between high art, which is part of heritage and
popular culture, popularized through mass media is a necessity. Heritage of India has
always extracted a high reverence in the rest of the world, because of its richness, diversity
and being primeval. The intangible culture may take diverse format, but the innate creativity
and uniqueness of the process in creating them should not be neglected or belittled. On
the other hand, the mass produced popular culture elements that are showcased through
films, light music, radio programs, TV shows, magazines etc. are being produced with a
commercial viewpoint of consumption of easy pleasure. As Adorno and Horkheimer (1947)
pointed out, they push the population towards passivity and a false sense of psychological
needs that can only be fulfilled through consumerism. They termed it as “Culture Industry’,
where elements of culture are being produced not for a free expression of contemporary
world, but as a part of one unified industry whose only motive is to “ensure the continued
obedience of the masses to market interests.” Authentic culture fosters suggestions and
possibilities, thus challenging the human capacity, leaving room for independent thought.
The digital media need to focus on authentic culture more.

However, Adorno’s theory of ‘Enlightenment as Mass Deception’ is not beyond questions
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and criticism. Wiggershaus (1995) states: “The other side of Adorno’s apparently paradoxical
definition was ignored: that rational objectivity was still possible for the modern work of
art, in any significant sense, only as a product of subjectivity”. But in 2014, music critic
Alex Ross argued that Adorno’s work need to be revisited with importance related to
modern digital age: “The pop hegemony is all but complete, its superstars dominating the
media and wielding the economic might of tycoons...Culture appears more monolithic
than ever, with a few gigantic corporations—Google, Apple, Facebook, Amazon—presiding
over unprecedented monopolies.” The Neitzschian approach also holds that the paradigm
of philosophical discourse rests on aesthetics, derived from poetic and artistic styles
(Zuidervaart2011). As aesthetism proposes, there are three fundamental premises: subjective
aspects of artistic expression like taste (Morizot 2013, Shelley 2010), the artwork itself and
its authentic objective qualities in revealing eternal truth (Hammermeister 2002), and finally
the experience of art that can ethically influence or even change a person, thus becoming
an instrument in changing social structure (Hammermeister 2002). As Adorno pointed
out, culture industry tries to dominate individual’s internal landscape, promoting subservience
and stereotyping and therefore moves completely in the opposite direction.

Use of digital media in communicating the culture elements has a major role to play
in this context. The communication industry has transformed from being producer driven
towards being prosumer-led, where a consumer of the communication is a producer as
well. Latest developments of YouTube usage is a burning example of this where collaborative
capitalism is taking cent restage. (Curran 2004, 2014)

Using digital technologies have not only ensured a collaborative dissemination of
cultural knowledge and skill, but also have become instrumental to render an ability to
the culture elements or their creators to withstand the challenges of volatility, uncertainty,
complexity and ambiguity.

Towards building a cultural resilience in India

Resilience is the capability of a system to adapt to abrupt changes (Folke et al, 2010). However,
the contemporary concepts do not focus any more to leap back to the previous state, but
rather emphasizes on processes of leaping forward involving grasping, re-learning, adjusting
to the new state and transformation. Also, any resilient system is long lasting, which is a
proof of their ability to withstand adversity and continuously evolve. Cultural resilience
thus involves both continuity and transformation, leading to sustainability.

As proposed by Jigyasu (2013), cultural heritage is able to strengthen a community’s
resilience in two ways : (1) by utilizing conventional skills and knowledge to prevent and
mitigate the risks of adversity, and (2) by providing psycho-social support in times of
crisis, whereby the community can increasingly absorb disturbances (Trigger, 1995.Saito,
2016). A commitment to customs, convention and legacy and a sense of belongingness
generate a community’s collective sense of self-identity and prestige.

A fast global change and urbanization have resulted in the rapid reconstruction of
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cultural heritage, as every change event helps to construct a new dramatic dimension to
the age-old story. Cultural heritage, particularly the intangible, has to be adaptable and
receptive to change to become resilient and sustainable over long periods of time. Thus
the challenge is not only to identify the near-extinct or vulnerable manifestations, but also
to identify why they are not resilient. A living culture, which is exposed to adversities and
resultant transformations, is bound to face inevitable extinction. Even UNESCO Head of
Emergency Preparedness and Response, Giovanni Boccardi (2015), has claimed the current
heritage preservation approach to be “faulty and unsustainable”: In his term: “The battle
to preserve the existing remnants of the past is sooner or later going to be lost, as nothing
lasts forever”. Cultural heritage thus should play an important role to inspire people to
embrace transformation through successful adaptation, just like their predecessors who
have proved the resilience through sustainability, by being adaptable. This can be ensured
by decreasing psychosocial dependencies on past certainties, increasing resourcefulness
and adapting to changes and uncertainties.

Exchange and co-creation of experience become the starting point towards an adaptable
culture. The membership of a person in a network, and level of information disseminated
can reduce uncertainty (Rogers, 1981). According to DeVito (2013), all relationships face
uncertainty, creating a gap with other individuals. When a communicator finds something
in common with the recipient of message, the gap decreases, increasing the interest levels
between the two. So, an effective communication message needs to be able to reduce the
gap created by uncertainty. The digital communication platforms serve this need of network
building based on common interest very effectively. Members of the network can not only
share information on areas of common interest, but also can co-create the experiences.
When the intangible elements of heritage are being considered, this concept of networked
community feeling becomes more effective in creating a sense of belongingness, being
more resilient as a group towards external challenges and connecting to others. Indian
culture possesses inherent resilience and adaptability, because of its non-dogmatic, non-
exclusivist nature, and being apparently unorganized. Digital communication models, and
more precisely the social media network can enhance this resilience to a great extent.

According to the Digital Preservation Handbook (https://research-repository.
griffith.edu.au/) published by Digital Preservation Coalition (2008), the objective of digital
preservation is to preserve/protect objects in digital format from the threat of technological
threats like media mishap, system update or obsolete hardware (Li, 2015). In a physical
environment, museum conservation depends on the natural elements of humidity,
temperature, light, and pollution (Brimblecombe, 1990). To protect the objects from potential
erosion, the direct interaction with viewers need to be highly restricted. On the other hand,
the digital museum ensures the availability of its collections put on the digital medium for
viewer access for a stretched time period. Also, research results suggest that an interactive
and immersive environment can enhance the user experience to a great extent (Wang Y,
Stash, & Sambeek, 2009).
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In 1992, UNESCO took up the project of “Memory of the World”, to boost digital
curation programs for museums in different countries. Some major projects are: Digitization
of The Louvre Museum (Lahanier, Schmitt, Le Bauf, & Aitken, 2003); digitization of The
National Gallery and The British Museum (Gregory & Healey, 2007); The Metropolitan
Museum of Art’s “Timeline of Art History”; and the national projects of digital archive for
National Palace Museum in Taiwan. Another important development has been done through
Cultural Heritage Experiences through Socio-personal interactions and Storytelling (CHESS),
wherein the Acropolis Museum in Greece, and the CitE de 1 ‘Espace in France aim to
provide some “adventure” for visitors by following a series of defined stories while exploring
the museum objects (Katifori, Karvounis, &Kourtis, 2014). Available on (https:/ /research-
repository.griffith.edu.au/).

Even further immersive experience has been created in the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam,
with ‘Rijksstudio’, that invites the public to create their own piece of artwork by downloading
images of the museum collection and use them creatively.

Having the physical presence of audience at a gallery, theatre or a film remains critical
for artists and audiences. But the digital world has helped them surpass the concept of
geographic barrier, so as to reinvent the stories through live and digital hybrid ways of
collaborating, creating, and experiencing.

A virtual tour of the Great Wall of China is available for viewers at Google Arts &
Culture. The “Walk the Great Wall of China” includes 360-degree tour of the exclusive
sections which are best-preserved, 370 images and 35 stories of its architectural information.
It’s no more a journey down memory lane, but also a guide towards its preservation for
future generations.

A total of 10 million jobs were lost in the creative industries worldwide in 2020, as per
UNESCO'’s report. (https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377863.1ocale=en).
In Indian context, the creative economy and culture sector experienced a 39% recession
according to several reports. (https://www.britishcouncil.in/sites/default/files/
final_ttt3_report_web.pdf) The pandemic and post-pandemic effects acted as a catalyst to
innovate new ways of communication through digital modes. Artists started to network
online, developed international partnerships, while production in Al, VR, gaming and
film production during the pandemic increased. On the other hand, the consumption of
media increased exponentially through OTT platforms. The potential of digital technologies,
as applied to enhance cultural resilience, is applicable in India as well in terms of its tangible
and intangible heritage (Gupta and Jha, 2018; Mansuri and Patel, 2018).

Communication through Digital space :

The India Heritage in Digital Space (IHDS) Research agenda has been designed to utilize
the emerging digital technologies in the fields of computer graphics, audio-video technologies
and user interface design to create a lively experience for common users interested in
heritage. It also focuses on establishing a crowd-sourcing framework to create digital
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collections of heritage resources through participation of the public. It includes showcasing
of ‘Indian Heritage in Digital Space” where visitor engagement is created through interactive
virtual tour with AR, VR, and holographic interventions. This project has been awarded
by UNESCO.

Digital Cultural Communication (DCC) aims to develop a co-creative harmony between
the cultural institution and the community at large by using new media. By using audience-
focused interactive experiences in the culture space, it tries to generate original community
derived content (Russo and Watkins 2005). The cultural institution, the audience and the
virtual community are interrelated, as conceptualized in Peirce’s language of semiotics
(Mattleart and Mattleart 1998). This claims that signs consist of three inter-related parts
(https:/ /plato.stanford.edu/entries/peirce-semiotics / ?ref=superjump#:‘text=Peirce’s
%20Sign%20Theory%2C%200r%20Semiotic,importance%200f%20interpretation
%20to%?20signification.) : a sign, an object, and an interpretant. The sign is the signifier, eg
a written word; the object is whatever is being signified, e.g. the object which the word
attaches, and the interpretant, is the understanding of this sign/object relationship.
Interpolating this concept, we can say that the community is the ‘sign’, the institution is
the ‘object of representation” and the audience becomes the ‘interpretant’. Based on this
triadic relationship, cultural ‘experience’ is born. Thus, the role of the community in cultural
communication is reviewed in perspective of this semiotic structure. The community no
longer holds the role of a stakeholder of an institutional exhibition. Rather it produces and
consumes its own original cultural content, being armed with information literacy, in the
forms of narratives, digital contents or any other medium. The institution also is no longer
a custodian of cultural experience but is the provider of a co-creative infrastructure to
generate and distribute original cultural content to the audience via multiple online and
offline platforms.
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In the context of this paper, digital environments re-create or amplify the physical
environment that is virtually engaging by using modern technologies like Augmented
Reality (AR), Mixed Reality (MxR), and Virtual Reality (VR). These environments are
appointed to augment the reality in heritage sites, GLAM institutions (Galleries, Libraries,
Archives, Museums), or exhibitions. CHComm (Reffat and Nofal, 2013) includes such
communications propagated through websites or social media channels.

In traditional communication modes, the intangible cultural heritage had been passed
on to future generations through verbal or written or pictorial/visual formats mostly in
non-interactive way. In digital mode, however, the same can be done where the audience
can not only share the information, but can also reflect individually or collectively on it
and perceive it uniquely. Additionally, digital tools can create and augment the user experience
(UX) in many ways. Comparatively lower costs than traditional modes and the ability of
digital mode in ensuring engaging audiences enhance the effectiveness of CHCom. For
example, Twitter has been proved to be a highly effective social media platform for creating
a heritage brand personality (Bulearca and Bulearca : 2010).

Krasteva et al(2016) and Bogdanova et al(2019) have showed trends of new media in
promoting cultural heritage through online contents with open access, online libraries
and archives, social media contents virtual tours and exhibitions including 3D modeling,
and 3D restorations. It also creates a satisfying experience for viewers through digital
ticket reservations and online souvenir stores, live events, phone apps etc. Ibrahim & Ibrahim
(2022) on the other hand, reiterated how the digital platforms are capable of creating common
interests groups of heritage enthusiasts. This is more intriguing as collective knowledge
and content creation are used to promote culture through access and interactivity (Bogdanova
et al., 2021).

“The digital protection of intangible cultural heritage refers to the comprehensive
application of digital technical means and methods to achieve the purpose of digital
preservation, presentation, restoration, and regeneration of intangible cultural heritage
through digital collection, digital storage, digital analysis, and digital transmission and to
preserve it in a new form, understand it from a new angle, use it in a new way, and develop
it to meet new demands”(Liu, Zhang and Jason, 2020)

Though started late, the safeguarding and promulgation of intangible cultural heritage
has taken up great pace in recent years, owing to immense development in digital space.
Munjeri (2004) studied the historical purity of intangible cultural heritage and reiterated
the urgency to protect them, along with archives management which can further enhance
the credibility more effectively. However, the challenge lies in homogenization, extensive
urbanization, pace of modern lifestyle, and lack of awareness among the inheritors. In the
process of digitalization, aesthetic art needs to be analyzed scientifically, and in the process,
the originality may get compromised.

The challenges now promote intensely for digital transformation, for protection of
the intangible elements. The basic advantages of digital protection methods come from
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three areas: firstly, a flexible storage with optimized storage format, storage carrier, storage
capacity and cost, scientific classification schemes, and usage protocols. Secondly, with
the facility of co-creation, a continuous enrichment takes place in the traditional heritage
elements, making them contemporary and ready for modern societies. The transformation
and evolution make the formats more robust and resilient. Third, digitization has strong
real-time presence and embedded intelligent interaction mechanism, making it more practical.
For display and dissemination of intangible cultural heritage, the following digital tools
are commonly used (not exhaustive)(Y. Liu, 2022) :

Visualization technology

three-dimensional modeling technology,

wide-angle stereoscopic display technology,

tracking technology,

tactile/force feedback technology,

voice transmission technology,

lidar and remote sensing technology.

YV V VYV V V¥V VY V V

natural language processing to maximize the user experience

The value of the collected and classified information is not only embedded with physical
entity, but also the production process (Zong and B. Ren, 2017). Therefore, the database
should not only store information on the real objects or their photographs, but also through
text and video contents to make it more immersive (Wang, Zhai, and Liu, 2022). Therefore,
databases are divided into three formats of image, text and video with high precision,
strong recoverability and least interference.

The digital cultural consumption can take place onsite and remotely, by user journey
mapping. Online, consumers will prefer contents that they prefer and those are unrestricted,
sustainable and reliable. The complexity of cultural goods, sometimes involve critics’
comments for attracting more visibility. Social media can be a reliable platform in this. For
example, a critic’s review of some culture elements may be put on YouTube, while the
images of the same being available on Instagram, and the creator’s details are showcased
on Wikipedia. Consumers of such platforms may also act as prosumers. Projects like Google
Art and Culture Institute opens up a new window where smaller or more obscure collections
are accessible when we otherwise would not know of their existence accessing them would
have incurred huge cost.

Digital reproductions of culture objects or elements are easy to replicate, assemble
and transmit, and to be reused in the networked digital environment. Digital interfaces
allow even to create new juxtapositions, explore information about individual creations
or creators (Besser 1997). This “wealth of networks” (Benkler 2006) increases access to
digital images of artworks, and also promulgates creation of a prosumer-controlled knowledge
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base. Though the authenticity and contextualization may get compromised due to easy
access and low replication cost, still this medium cannot be ignored just because their the
high dissemination and re-use opportunity can generate new revenues in information markets,
enhancing economic and social value of the objects (Bertacchini and Morando, 2013).

This important tool in protection and dissemination of intangible heritage elements
is however remaining under-utilized due to lack of professionalism. It is necessary therefore
to attract professionals with adequate knowledge, passion and ability and nurture them
appropriately. The digital protection of intangible objects lags far behind the same for
tangibles, and so it is urgent now to ensure the sustainability, and hand it over to the next
generations, thereby enhancing the country’s intellectual property quotient and the cultural
resilience.

Conclusion

The challenge faced by preservation and dissemination of intangible cultural heritage lies
in its very nature involving intangibility, making it difficult to be perceived, documented
and handed over. Over and above of that, there are modern day challenges of transforming
the format fit for contemporary society to ensure its sustainability, at the cost of purity of
form. In this context, how the inheritors of the heritage are being made aware interested
and networked has been a field of investigation. the digital model thus come handy where
concerned people can be brought together through common interest groups, can be engaged
in co-creation and further development and inheritors can be identified through exchange
of information and dialogue. Further, digital tools and software’s can be used further to
enhance the user experience, making the culture element popular and adaptable. The cultural
resilience, which is a harbinger of harmony across societies, can be established only through
this adaptability and transformability of the culture elements, thereby ensuring their
sustainability over long period of time. This is an urgent call of the hour as the resilience is
under continuous threat emanating from globalization and homogenization of culture across
societies, supporting the concept of ‘global village’.
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Social media addiction : a secret pandemic
INatasha Saqib & *Faseeh Amin

Abstract

Social networks over the time have evolved into a worldwide trend which is evident by
the projections that estimate that there will be approximately 4.4 billion users of such
platforms in 2025, an increase from 3.6 billion users in 2020. Even the average social network
usage on a daily basis has reached 145 minutes per day for internet users globally. India
has also a vast number of social media users. In recent times, researchers have described
the overuse of social media as an addictive behaviour. Although, social media use was
already increasing worldwide, but the current pandemic has made people to use it more
frequently and in new ways to connect with others. Social media addiction has already
been recognised as a major problem by many researchers but, this pandemic has worsened
this problem amongst social media users across all age groups.

Keywords : Social media, Social media addiction, COVID 19, pandemic

Human beings are bounded by social attachments and interactions which in the contemporary
era has been revolutionised by the social media applications." ? Social networks over the
time have evolved into a worldwide trend which is evident by the projections that estimate
that there will be approximately 4.4 billion users of such platforms in 2025, an increase
from 3.6 billion users in 2020. Even the average social network usage on a daily basis has
reached 145 minutes per day for internet users globally. This increase could be attributed
to the affordability, accessibility and popularization of mobile technologies and mobile
internet.? India has also a vast number of social media users with about 300 million Facebook
users in 2020 and the maximum number of mobile application (TikTok and WhatsApp)
downloads worldwide in the same year. Moreover, an average Indian internet user expends
more than three hours every day on social media.* In recent times, researchers have described
the overuse of social media as an addictive behaviour, i.e. when individuals expend
considerable time duration on such networks which makes them overly dependent on
them for their entertainment, interactivity and expression.”®” The excessive social media
use is detrimental for our mental wellbeing as it interferes with our sleep and leads to
petulance, stress, unease, depression, lower levels of self-esteem and less attentiveness.’
Although, social media use was already increasing worldwide, but the current pandemic
has made people to use it more frequently and in new ways to connect with others. Social
media addiction has already been recognised as a major problem by many researchers,’
but, this pandemic has worsened this problem amongst social media users across all age
groups.®
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Despite the above facts, social media has been described as a life-saver in the pandemic
as it allowed people to remain updated with information on health and also served as a
source of entertainment. In contrast to the conventional media, social networks have played
an optimistic role in information dissemination by providing health advice, psychological
help and facilitating connectivity throughout Covid-19 pandemic.® Social media has also
allowed government to observe people’s attitude, perceptions and emotions concerning
the pandemic.” Moreover, social networks are also being employed for work and academic
purposes during the current predicament. Social media has also facilitated support for
mental well being by providing resources to those needed.'’ Healthcare personnel and
scientists have also used social media to tackle this pandemic.!® However, the pandemic
and the ensuing lockdown have resulted in excess social media use that is quintessentially
a contemplative of a community reaction worldwide'’. Social distancing in this pandemic
has resulted into over-involvement on social networks that has developed into a “psychological
necessity’ thus, enabling individuals to address their needs for interaction and coping!’.
The continuous use of social media for checking the facts on this pandemic has worsened
the social media addiction. Research data also shows that people have resorted to use of
social networks that is not even necessary'!. In India, people who used social media more
frequently during the Covid-19 were more susceptible to negative emotions. 87% of Indians
also reported an increase of 75% time spent on social networks like WhatsApp, Twitter
and Facebook™.

Despite its positive role in the current crisis, some researchers have further revealed
that social media exposure during the pandemic has also led to more stress amongst the
users'% Social media usage also creates a feeling of seclusion and a strange fear of missing
out on some events or information, and it separates an individual from social life and real-
world. During Covid-19, it has even more negative consequences in the form of over-
dependence as people turn to it for information source. Covid-19 has also led to stress
amongst people and stress is also believed to be a key predictor of social media addiction!?.
A recent study in China found out those individuals who frequently used social media
during COVID-19 reported higher levels of depression and unease'. Similarly, others studies
have also suggested that coronavirus anxiety was found to be associated with the social
media addiction'*®.

However, it is still debatable whether obsessive social media usage in this pandemic
is only a phase indicating a coping strategy or a concern about addictive usage with health
repercussions. Thus, in the prevailing pandemic it is important to discern between user’s
addiction and exceedingly implicated behaviour towards social networks!®. Irrespective
of the situation, it requires a lot of self-introspection on the part of social media users. If
social media users are using such networks to evade their personal issues or its usage is
ever increasing or impairs their efficiency or the unavailability of such networks makes
them restive or aggravated, they need to think about reducing its usage. Because, it is
quite possible to overcome social media addiction as indicated by some recent studies.

Social media use has been considered as addictive owing to its emotional, neurobiological
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and collective origin. The ongoing crisis brought by COVID-19 is expected to further augment
the possibility of social media addiction behaviour, given that citizens use such platforms
for communications in the wake of restricted face-to-face contact (Zhao & Zhou, 2021).
The increasingly irresponsible use of social media which has been on the rise during this
pandemic has affected the people’s thinking and behaviour. This situation has made it
indispensable to address this phenomenon. This also requires answering some important
questions concerning what does excess social media use mean for the foreseeable future
and whether people will rely more on social media after lockdown brought by this pandemic.
To begin with, social media users need to become self-ware about the time they spend
on social media platforms and they need to considerably reduce their time on such networks.
It may become difficult in the beginning but, it can become a routine with time. One can
focus more on physical activities during free time to reduce dependence on social networks.
Social media users can also combat addiction by disabling notifications on some of the
applications. They can also try to access social networks directly from the browser instead of
relying on applications. One can also avoid using social media during the early part of the
day and indulge in more productive things. One can also set limits about the time spent on
such networks. At the same time another query which needs answering is whether relying
on social media may help us to tackle the anxiety brought by this pandemic. But, our
civilization needs to understand there are two alternate paths concerning this dependence
on social media. Either, our society could further develop obsession for such platform. The
other option could be the realization that this pandemic has brought. People have come to
appreciate the significance of person-to-person contacts in the face of physical restrictions
during this pandemic. Hopefully, when this lockdown is over, people would restrict their
dependence on social media and focus on relations with people, kin and friends.
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Silent Manifestation of Student Movement : A Case Study of
Literary Activities of Students in the Barak
Valley of Assam during 1980s

Swarupa Bhattacharya

Abstract :

Normally we view any mass movement as an organised effort where people take to streets
with a goal to achieve and fulfil their demands with varied types of slogans, placards,
festoons, etc. But here an attempt is being made to highlight a movement that was undertaken
by the students of Barak Valley of Assam comprising the three districts of Cachar, Karimganj
and Hailakandi from a different perspective. The movement was launched by them against
linguistic and cultural chauvinism that affect the people at large of Barak Valley. The
movement was carried out both actively and silently. Here we are going to highlight the
silent manifestation of student movement through literary activities especially through
little magazines. It needs mention here that this study is entirely carried out on the basis of
primary data as no official document was made available except a very few stray references
in some souvenirs and books.

Key words : Student Movement, Little Magazines, Anti-Foreigners” Movement, Barak Valley,
Linguistic Chauvinism

It has been found that students of the Barak valley, situated in the southernmost tip of the
state of Assam, were very much alive on various issues which affected the interest of the
greater section of the society during the 80s of the last century. They were not only active
in their movements on the roads, but they also laid their footprints in this struggle for
socio-cultural as well as all round economic development of the society through various
innovative procedures.

Statement of the Problem :

It is known to all that ‘Anti-Foreigners” Movement’ in Brahmaputra Valley of Assam,
spearheaded by All Assam Students” Union (AASU), was at its peak in early 1980s which
had its impact on the masses in the whole State. The movement was targeted, to all intents
and purposes, against the migrant Bengalis who, being the victims of partition of the country,
were bound to migrate from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). The students of the State
had to lose their one valuable academic year due to such movement as no examination
could be arranged by any Board, Council and University of the State (ACKHSA Booklet,
2010:7; Jugasankha, 1980a, 1980b, 1980c, 1980d; Kar, Subir, 2010: 26; personal interview
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with Pradip Dutta Roy, the then ACKHSA President dated Silchar, November 28, 2015
and Partha Ranjan Chakraborty, former General Secretary, ACKHSA dated Silchar, February,
13, 2016). The students of the Barak Valley, a Bengali dominated region of the State, were
the worst victims of AASU’s movement because they could not sit for their HSLC, HSSLC,
Pre-University and Degree examinations for one year (1980) although there was no agitation
in the Barak Valley and all academic programmes in the schools and colleges were held
normally (ibid.). Further, the normal relation between the two major linguistic groups of
Assam (Assamese and Bengalis) sharply deteriorated due to this movement. Under the
circumstances, there started a noble process of various types of protest in Barak Valley
against the AASU movement. This paper is an attempt to throw light on such a movement
that was carried out by the students of Barak Valley of Assam. In fact, it was a silent
manifestation of student movement through literary activities especially through little
magazines. The movement was launched by them against the Anti-Foreigners” Movement
of AASU which was nothing but a political conspiracy to make the Bengalis of Assam a
stateless entity (ACKHSA Booklet, op. cit.; Kar, Subir 1998: 112; Roy, Sabyasachi 2022: 79-
95).

The Concept of ' MOVEMENT":

The word ‘movement’, apart from having varied other connotations, also implies “an
endeavour by a group of people with a common ideology to achieve certain general goals”
(eLook.org). Encyclopaedia Britannica also gives the meaning of ‘movement’ in different
contexts; and with reference to the social movement, it says that social movement implies
“loosely organised but sustained campaign in support of a social goal, typically either the
implementation or the prevention of a change in society’s structure or values”. As the
student-folk of the Barak Valley were generally ‘loosely organised” and as the activity of
the students had been aimed at attaining diverse goals, ranging from socio-economic to
political goal, the word ‘movement” has been used here in the context of the present Study.

Review of literature on student movement:

A movement or any social phenomenon for that matter needs to be studied in the context
of the development of that society. Student movement is also no exception. It has already
been mentioned that the word ‘movement’ refers to the actions and efforts of a number of
people working together for a social goal. In the Barak Valley, during 1980s, students are
found to play a predominant role in the socio-economic development of the region.

For a proper analytical study of the student movement in Barak Valley, it is necessary
to examine the concepts that have been developed to discuss exclusively the student
movements of different regions. We can start with Badruddin Umar, a renowned scholar
of Bangladesh who, in his edited volume ‘Bhasa Andolon Prosongo: Kotipoy Dalil’ (Umar
1984: 360-376) described the history of a very powerful student movement that took place
in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in 1952. The movement originated on the question of
the official language of the State in 1948 when the Govt of Pakistan wanted it to be Urdu,
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in spite of the continuous and vigorous demand of the Bengalis of East Pakistan to have
Bengali as the second official language of the country. By 1952, the situation became explosive
when the P.M. of Pakistan openly declared in Dacca that they were going to accept Urdu
as the only official language of the State. The students played the most important role in
the movement and the leadership in this movement was provided by “Vishya Vidyalaya
Sarbadaliya Sangram Committee’, an organisation of the University students of East Pakistan.
On 21% February 1952 when a procession at Dacca violated section 144 declared by
Government, police resorted to firing. As a result, 12 persons were killed, of whom 3 were
students. Thus, in East Pakistan, as Umar observes, a characteristic socio-cultural feature
in the form of linguistic dominance of one group over the other is found to be responsible
for a large-scale student movement in 1952.

In the context of Assam or for that matter NE region as a whole, a study on student
activism cannot properly take off without making a reference to the writing of Apurba
Kumar Baruah who is probably the only as well as pioneer scholar to have proposed to
understand the study in a theoretically focused manner. Although his study ‘Middle Class
Hegemony and Student Power in Assam’ (Baruah 1991: 106-113) is confined to the
Brahmaputra Valley primarily; yet Baruah has drawn up a conceptual framework for studying
student movements in countries with colonial experience. In his conceptual framework,
as hinted earlier, Baruah follows Antonio Gramsci’s concept of ‘cultural hegemony’ which
refers to the existence of a culturally dominating class in each society. Baruah has stated
that although in Marxist approach the relation of production divides the society into various
classes and each class has its own consciousness determined by mode of production and
although students come from different classes with their respective class consciousness,
yet in the period of student-hood, they get influenced by the ideas of that particular class
which is culturally dominant in the society. In the student movements of the Brahmaputra
Valley, as Baruah feels, the views and ideas of the ideologically dominant class in that
society is reflected. In the Brahmaputra Valley Baruah finds that the views of the educated
middle class coming from the culturally dominating section of the society are reflected in
the activities of students of this region. However, while explaining the student movements
in the Brahmaputra Valley, Baruah has given emphasis on some factors like colonial rule,
linguistic diversity of Assam, partition of India, etc. As he feels, all the above-mentioned
factors are important in respect of the socio-political developments of the Brahmaputra
Valley in the post-independence era and as such he has applied his concept to understand
the role of these factors while studying the student movements of the Brahmaputra Valley
after 1947.

Besides A.K. Baruah, another major book, published on the activities of students in
Assam, is ‘Student Revolution in Assam’ authored by Sheila Bora where she states the
facts about the involvement of the students in the anti-British nationalist struggle in Assam
from 1916 to 1947 (Bora 1992: vii). The study was intended, as Bora says herself, to make
an attempt to examine the role of the students of Assam as an organised community in
bringing about cultural, social and educational changes as well as their role in the freedom
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movement. According to her, the study traces the role played by the students of Assam in
the struggle of the Assamese people to preserve their identity and culture as well as the
role the students played during national freedom movement. The year 1916 was chosen as
the starting point of this study as it marks the beginning of the Assam Chhatra Sanmilan,
an organisation through which the student community of Assam carried on their various
activities. The study is ended in the year 1947 spanning the national freedom movement
where, according to the author, the students had played a vital role (ibid.). The book gives
a chronological account of the events but makes no attempt at conceptualisation or
theorisation. Further, the author neither explains why she suffixed the word ‘revolution’
with the word ‘Student’, nor furnished any data to show that a revolution did take place
in the time and sphere under study. The term ‘revolution” has a predominant and specialised
political meaning involving a major social upheaval often followed by a wholly new social
order and therefore, any agitation cannot be termed as revolution. Further, the entire work
seems to be a compilation of different facts, records and information. In other words, ‘who,
what and when” questions, in the context of student activism, remains the focus of her
study. To quote A K. Baruah in this context, “There is no asking why and how! There is no
effort in asking why they do, what they do!” (Baruah 2002: 6) Bora does not try to examine
even the social background of the student activists or their leaders to see how and why
they got interested in an issue which should normally have been left to mature sections of
the society. It seems from the entire study that she completely missed the implications of
using the word ‘examine’ in the objectives of the book. A.K. Baruah goes to the extent of
saying that the distinction between the terms ‘examine’ and ‘describe’” seems to be lost on
her (ibid.). Moreover, though in the first part of the statement of objectives, she uses the
words “to examine the role of the students of Assam as an organised community”, yet
there is no attempt on her part to show that the student of Assam acted as a ‘community’.

Meeta Deka, another scholar on student movements in Assam, covers in her study
the entire period from 1853 to 1985. In her book ‘Student Movements in Assam’, she makes
an analytical study on the political, cultural and socio-economic roots of student protests
in Assam. The stated objectives of her study also include, on the one hand, identification
of the factors that motivated students for political action highlighting the intensity, continuity
and special features of student movements in Assam and also comparing the same with
student movements elsewhere in the world on the other (Deka 1996: xi-xii). She initiates
her study with a fairly comprehensive statement of the theoretical perspectives on student
movements but ignores the same in the main part of her work on the students of Assam.
In the epilogue of the book, she asserts that student movements in Assam can be seen as
social movements, but to quote A.K. Baruah again, “there is no attempt on her part to
examine the activities of the students in a movement framework” (Baruah 2002: 7). However,
a serious effort is found on the part of the writer to show that students in Assam have been
greatly influenced by the major political trends of their time. In the epilogue of her book,
she writes :

“The discussion in the foregoing chapters attempted to focus on the origin and growth of the
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student movements in Assam in the colonial conditions and in the post-independence period. In
the primary societal conditions under colonialism, the Indian National Movement played a significant
role in moulding student movements in Assam.” (Deka, op.cit: 212) But, nowhere in her book,
has she showed that the participation of the students of Assam in the ‘Indian National
Movement’ took the shape of a student movement. Like Sheila Bora, she also merely records
the participation of the students in that movement. To quote A. K. Baruah again, “she too
remains firmly with the tradition of history writing where mere statement of facts is considered
enough” (Baruah, op cit). This does not surprise a reader familiar with the trends of history
writing in the region, because the dominant trends in Assam and also the rest of North
East India have been plagued by theoretical innocence and a tendency of chronologically
arranging officially recorded facts.

Moreover, though Meeta Deka in her book has also attempted to give a reference on
the language movement of Barak Valley in 1961, but her attempt has not been fruitful and
based on facts. She has attempted to mislead the readers by giving a partially wrong statement
“The ‘Bhasa Andolon’ (language movement) in Cachar resulted in the death of eleven
students in a police firing at Hailakandi on June 1961" (Deka, op cit.) which is neither
corroborated by any official record nor has she given any reference in support of that
statement to substantiate it. The record reveals that the police firing on the peaceful language
movement activists that resulted in the death of eleven people (of whom only two were
students) took place in Silchar railway station and not in Hailakandi and the date was 19"
May, 1961 (Census of India 1961, Assam: 523; Paul Choudhury, Paritosh 1972: 46-47) and
not June 1961 as stated by Deka. Her reference of the date June 1961 relates to the police
firing on the rioters in Hailakandi (ibid.).

Furthermore, she has made a reference about the official Inquiry Commission headed
by Justice Gopalji Mehrotra that was appointed to probe into the disturbances in Goreshwar
in 1960, but preferred to remain silent about the same Inquiry Commission that was again
appointed to probe into the police firing at Silchar on 19" May, 1961 (Deka, op cit: 177).
Again, while narrating the details about aftermath of language movement, she again prefers
to ignore the fact that Bengali was also made the official language of Assam for the then
Cachar district which is presently the entire Barak Valley (Section 5, Safeguard for the use
of Bengali Language in Cachar, Assam Act No XVIII of 1961).

Coming to the context of the Barak Valley, Arunima Bhattacharjee’s book ‘Student
Movement in Barak Valley with special reference to Language Movement’ is the pioneer
and only work on student movements of this valley, where she finds that it had originated
from determinate situation. She undertakes the study from the historical perspective and
opines that student movements of Barak Valley are to be studied in the context of certain
elements, e.g., the early history of the region during the pre-colonial and the colonial rules,
partition of India in 1947, the linguistic composition of the state of Assam in relation to the
socio-political developments in the Brahmaputra Valley in the pre-independence and post-
independence periods. Following the line of argument of A.K. Baruah who explained the
student movements in Brahmaputra Valley with reference to some factors like colonial
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rule, linguistic diversity of Assam, partition of India, Arunima Bhattacharjee also feels
that these factors are equally relevant to the Barak Valley situation (Bhattacharjee 2011:
51-52).

As Arunima Bhattacharjee feels that the above-mentioned socio-political features are
common in the Barak Valley also, she made an effort to test Baruah’s model to see whether
itis applicable in understanding student movements of this region. After a detailed historical
study, she came to the conclusion that A. K. Baruah’s concept of cultural hegemony of a
particular class in a society and its impact on the student activism is appropriate in explaining
the student movements of the Barak Valley from 1947 to 1972 (ibid: 212).

Thus, from a study of the student movements of East Pakistan or Assam or for that
matter Barak Valley in particular, it is revealed that there may be some determinate situation,
either socio-economic or political or cultural from which a student movement may originate.
These socio-political factors have been emphasised by A.K. Baruah and Arunima De
Bhattacharjee in the context of the student movements of both Brahmaputra Valley and
Barak Valley respectively.

Objectives :

The present Study was carried out with three objectives in mind - to understand the social
context influencing the students to go for literary activities cum movement during 1980s,
to study the nature of the movement and also to investigate the socio-political impact of
the movement.

Data & Methodology :

Since the present study is basically analytical in nature, efforts were made to collect data
both from primary and secondary sources. For the purpose of primary data collection, one
structured interview schedule was framed and data were collected from fifty respondents.
It was primarily meant for the student leaders and activists of various student organisations
selected by a method of random sampling to collect data relating to their socio-economic
background. Besides, relevant data were also collected from different Higher Secondary
Schools as well as colleges of the valley, newspaper archives, offices of the student
organisations and personal files of the activists. Books, journals, souvenirs, periodicals,
newspapers and internet were also consulted for the purpose.

Little Magazines of Barak Valley : A case study of literary activities cum movement of
students of Barak Valley during 1980s

Literary activities played a predominant role in disseminating the message of peace and
harmony among the masses of the State in 1960s and 1970s also (Sengupta, Jyotirmoy
2012: 50). At the same time, through this medium, students also registered their note of
protest against the Official Language Movement of 1960-61, medium of instruction circular
by Gauhati University in 1972 and various SEBA circulars in 1970s and 1980s which had
its effect of dividing the people of the State on the basis of language (ibid.). These developments
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in the Brahmaputra Valley refer to the fact that the State Government had tacit support
towards such developments. Thus, the literary exercises took the form of an anti-establishment
character (ibid.; personal interview Prof. Topodhir Bhattacharjee, former VC, Assam
University, Silchar dated Silchar, July 3, 2016) and the students in the Barak Valley vowed
to protest against such developments through the medium of ‘little magazines” during
1960s, 70s and 80s. The study of the contents of various little magazines reveals that in
most cases the contributors tried to impress upon the masses about the evil effects of ‘linguistic
chauvinism’ and ‘sub-regionalism’ in Brahmaputra Valley (Sengupta 2012: 29-33). Thus, a
‘silent movement” was visible through the literary exercises in Barak Valley which
simultaneously served two purposes : i) to cultivate the Bengali language and literature
more and more and ii) through this cultivation, sounding a note of protest against the
linguistic aggression (ibid.). The record reveals that during 80s, there was a wave in the
publication of little magazines in Bengali language in both the Brahmaputra Valley and
Barak Valley. It is also on record that a good number of little magazines were published
during this period in the urban and sub-urban areas of Barak Valley and behind all these
publications, the role of students and youths was spontaneous.

Investigation reveals that starting from late 70s, during the entire period of 80s, a
good number of little magazines were published under the exclusive initiatives of students.
A list of the magazines, numbering 46, published from the Barak Valley of Assam during
this period is given in the appendix. Out of these 46 magazines, 13 magazines were chosen
as sample for analysis. These are Chinta (1979) from Badarpur, a railway town of Karimganj
district, Bijnan Taranga (1980) and Tritiyo Kontho (1984) from Karimganj town of Karimganj
district, Mati (1981), Udharband (1983) and Ordhek Akash (1989) from Udharband, a sub-
urban area of Cachar district, Kaliyug (1983) from Swadhinbazar sub-urban area of Cachar
district and subsequently from Silchar town of Cachar district, Srotoswini (1984) from
Dewan tea garden of Cahar district, Pratisrot (1984) from Silchar town of Cachar district,
Pritam (1982) and Prabaha (1986) from Lala sub-urban area of Hailakandi district, Batayan
(1986) and Champakali (1987) from Algapur area of Hailakandi district. (personal interview
with former VC Prof. Tapodhir Bhattacharjee dated Silchar, July 3,2016; Param Bhattacharjee,
media personnel cum progressive writer, Silchar, Cachar dated Silchar, April, 25, May 13,
August, 17, October 5, 2016; Partha Pratim Maitra, film maker, Kolkata (over telephone)
dated February, 17, 20. 23, 28, 2016; Subhankar Chanda, retired teacher cum progressive
writer, Udharband, Cachar dated Silchar, September 16, 18, 20, 2016; Rahul Dasgupta,
State Government official cum social and cultural activist, Patharkandi, Karimganj dated
Karimganj, April 30, 2016; Sujit Das, Prasar Bharati official cum literary activist, Silchar,
Cachar dated Silchar, May 5, 2016; Anupam Chakraborty, retired APDCL official, Karimganj
dated Karimganj, October 20, 2016; Dr. Sushanta Kar, faculty, Tinsukia College, Tinsukia
(over telephone, Facebook and WhatsApp) dated November 19 & 20, 2021; Malay Kanti
Dey, literary activist cum retired bank official, Kolkata (over telephone, Facebook and
WhatsApp) dated November, 19 & 20, 2021; Shantanu Gangaridi, literary activist, Kolkata
(over telephone, Facebook and WhatsApp) dated November, 19 & 20, 2021; Ashis Ranjan
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Nath, literary activist, Lala, Hailakandi (over telephone, Facebook and WhatsApp) dated
December, 2, 7, 15, 16, 2021, Milan Uddin Laskar, literary activist cum media person
dated September, 15, 2023).

The idea behind the publication of Tritiya Kontho (1984), edited by Sabarni Purkayastha
and Dipankar Som, was to encourage the readers to judge a particular situation rationally
on the one hand and to spread the message of the importance of cultivating healthy culture
on the other (Choudhury, Sujit 2006: 67; personal interview with Param Bhattacharjee dated
Silchar, April 25,2016 and Anupam Chakraborty dated Karimganj, October 27, 2016). The
motto behind the publication of Bijnan Taranga (1980), the first Bengali science magazine
in Assam, was to spread scientific temper among the public that would enable them to
judge a particular situation rationally (personal interview with Raj Pradip Chakraborty,
retired BSNL Official, Silchar, Cachar dated Silchar, May 18, August 3, September 26, 2016,
Anupam Chakraborty dated Karimganj, October 27, 2016 and Debasish Bhattacharjee, Eastern
Railway Engineer, Kolkata (over email) dated August 15, 2016). The magazine Chinta
(1979) was the mouthpiece of Jhinuk Natyagosthi, a drama group of Badarpur. This magazine
used to be published during the annual Drama Festival of Jhinuk Natyagosthi at Badarpur
Railway Institute (Maitra, Partha Pratim, 2013:26; personal interview with Partha Pratim
Maitra over telephone dated February 17, 20, 2016; Subhankar Chanda dated Silchar,
September 16, 18, 2016; Rahul Dasgupta on April 30, 2016; Biswarup Bhattacharjee, cultural
activist, Badarpur (over telephone and WhatsApp) dated September 14, 2021, November
23, 2021 and Param Bhattacharjee dated Silchar, May 13, 2016). This drama-group was
founded by some progressive youths and students who were the ardent followers of leftist
ideology. Some of the members of this drama-group that deserve mention were Partha
Pratim Maitra, Biswarup Bhattacharjee, Kamal Chakraborty, Tirthankar Chanda, Subhankar
Chanda, Rupak Rakshit and others. Some of them had ‘Naxalite” background also (ibid.).
As such, the articles that were published in Chinta depicted progressive outlook. It needs
mention here that the dramas that were staged had invariably political overtones so much
so that in the event of dearth of any suitable political story, the group used to stage a
drama based on the political story composed by the group members themselves. An interview
with Partha Pratim Maitra, presently a resident of Kolkata, reveals that it was the novelty
of the drama group that the dramas that were staged used to be directed by a group of
directors instead of one director and the actors and actresses used to be drawn from all
sections of society including those from ‘Horijon Colony’. This indicates the progressive
outlook of the Jhinuk Natyagosthi. The interviews with Partha Pratim Maitra, Subhankar
Chanda and Param Bhattacharjee also reveal that a special edition of Chinta entitled ‘Dateline
Assam 1983’ was published in 1983 to highlight and register their protest against the genocide
at Neli and Gohopur in Assam. It deserves special mention here that this group made an
attempt to help the victims of the genocide at Neli and Gohopur out of the sale proceeds of
this issue of Chinta (Maitra, op. cit.: 25). They were so keen to help those victims that they
even did not hesitate to take the pains of selling this issue in the Silchar - Karimganj passenger
train regularly (ibid.).
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The contents of the little magazine Mati published by Subhankar Chanda from
Udharband of Cachar district in 1981 reflected the progressive outlook of the contributors
and the editor of the magazine. It basically contained political articles based on contemporary
issues besides stories, poems and dramas. Similarly, another little magazine Udharband
started by Sankar Kumar Deb from Udharband in 1983 also contained vivid description
on tea garden life and culture which included local sports and other issues pertaining to
local problems and daily struggles of tea garden labours. (Personal interview with Param
Bhattacharjee dated Silchar, May 13,2016 and Subhankar Chanda dated Silchar, September
18, 20, 2016). The magazine Srotoswini was published in 1984 by Subrata Majumder, also
a student, having progressive outlook, from Dewan Tea Estate. Like the magazine Udharband,
it also contained articles as well as stories, poems and lyrics that highlighted the struggling
life of tea garden labourers (ibid.). The magazine Ordhek Akash (1989) edited by Bijoya
Kar of Udharband published articles depicting the various problems faced by womenfolk
due to patriarchal culture which she feels, is the root of women subjugation of society
(ibid.).

A personal interaction with media person Milan Uddin Laskar reveals that during
his student-hood, he also used to publish one little magazine Kaliyug from Swadhinbazar
area of Cachar district and subsequently from Silchar town. It started its journey in May,
1983 with a special issue on the historic language movement of Barak Valley that occurred
in 19" May, 1961. The subsequent issues contained a variety of literary works like articles
on local problems, political articles, short stories, poems, comics, etc. (Personal interview
with Milan Uddin Laskar (over telephone and WhatsApp) dated Silchar, September 15,
2023)

An interview with Param Bhattacharjee, Sujit Das and Rahul Dasgupta reveals that
the little magazine Pratisrot started its journey in October, 1984. The very name ‘Pratisrot’
indicates that this little magazine adopted the ideal of moving against the ‘Srot” or the
‘established system’. The distinctiveness of this little magazine, published by few students
of progressive outlook, was that the contents advocated for judging every socio-literary
issue from the political perspective and accordingly all the articles and features published
in the magazine had the political overtone. It also adopted the ideal of following honesty
and authenticity and to publish the articles based on survey reports on different contemporary
local issues like flood havoc in Barak Valley in the year 1985-86, the outbreak of fire at
Fatakbazar area of Silchar town, various aspects of the sorry plight of primary education
in Cachar district, struggle of small entrepreneurs of Silchar, poor condition of brick-kiln
in Cachar, to name a few (personal interview with Param Bhattacharjee dated Silchar,
May 13, 2016, Sujit Das dated Silchar, May 5, 2016 and Rahul Dasgupta dated Karimganj,
April 30, 2016). It deserves special mention here that the persons associated with the
publication of ‘Pratisrot” were subjected to physical assault and harassment on various
occasions for their anti-establishment outlook (Personal interview with Anupam Chakraborty
dated Karimganj, October 27, 2016, Raj Pradip Chakraborty dated Silchar, September 26,
2016 and Debasish Bhattacharjee (over email) dated August 15, 2016). As commented by
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Prof. Sujit Choudhury in one of his articles: “The dirty politics that had its effect of overcasting
the Silchar town was openly denounced by this group” (Choudhury, Sujit, op cit). The
chief editor of the first issue (October, 1984) was Partha Pratim Maitra, the eleven members
of the group of editors being Partha Sarathi Gupta, Partha Pratim Maitra, Soumitra Baisya,
Pradip Paul, Param Bhattacharjee, Sujit Das, Bhaskarjyoti Deb, Tushar Purkayastha, Dodul
Roy Choudhury, Santanu Bhattacharjee and Rahul Dasgupta.

The magazine Pritam, a mouthpiece of Sanchari Literary Group (Sanchari Sahitya Gosthi),
was perhaps the first printed little magazine of South Hailakandi region. Started in March,
1982, this magazine used to be edited by Jaharlal Sen, Mrinal Chakraborty, Prithwish
Deshamukhya and Atik Uddin Choudhury who were the pillars of Sanchari Literary Group.
It provided a platform to the new writers and motivated them in pursuing more and more
literary activities. It needs mention here that Pritam used to receive special encouragement
from renowned painter of the region Prof Moynul Haque Barbhuiya of NEHU, Shillong
whose artworks had frequently been used for the cover-page design of many issues of the
magazine (Nath, Asish Rn, 2003: 14-18). Prabaha, another little magazine edited by Asish
Ranjan Nath from Lala was first published in 1986 with a motto of presenting research
oriented literary articles and the editor was determined to maintain the quality of the
magazine. It needs special mention here that this magazine is known for its distinctiveness
and continues to be published regularly till date (Personal interview with Asish Ranjan
Nath (over telephone and WhatsApp) dated August 24, 2021).

Investigation also reveals that two young men Jalal Uddin Laskar and Jashim Uddin
Laskar of Algapur of Hailakandi region with progressive outlook were instrumental in
publishing one literary magazine named Batayan (1986). Another magazine Champakali
(1987) was published by them and this time another literary activist Snigdha Nath joined
the venture. In this context, it would not be exaggeration to say that it was because of the
wholehearted contribution of these young hands that a small backward area like Algapur
got introduced with the greater literary world. In fact, publication of Batayan and Champakali
with progressive thoughts became the example of the fact thatliving in a small and backward
locality cannot become a hurdle in the way of greater thoughts and thought-provoking
works. (Nath, Asish Rn, 2005:19-28)

It will be in the fitness of things to mention here that there were some ideological
similarities among some little magazines like ‘Pratisrot’, ‘Tritiyo Kontho’, ‘Bijnan Taranga’.
All these magazines adopted the principle of following progressive ideology, rational thinking
and the ideology of protesting against oppression of any kind (Personal interview with
Anupam Chakraborty dated Karimganj, October 27,2016 and Raj Pradip Chakraborty dated
Silchar, September 26, 2016). This similarity of principles brought the associates of three
magazines nearer to one another and they created a platform entitled ‘Barak Upatyaka Little
Magazine Samannoy Samiti” (Barak Valley Little Magazine Co-ordination Committee). The
primary motive of creating such a platform was to help one another in their effort to keep
the magazines going (Personal interview with Anupam Chakraborty dated Karimganj,
October 2016 and Rahul Dasgupta dated Karimganj, April, 30, 2016). An interview with
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Rahul Dasgupta and Param Bhattacharjee reveals that in 1985, the ‘Language Martyrs Day’
was observed on 21°" February for the first time in Barak Valley under the initiative of
Niranjan Roy Choudhury, a left minded social activist of those days, who was also the
General Secretary of the ‘Barak Upatyaka Little Magazine Samannay Samiti’.

By going through the records, some specific characteristics of little magazines, published
from Barak Valley are identified. As hinted earlier, the little magazine movement in Barak
Valley could be basically characterised by its anti-establishment nature. However, apart
from its anti-establishment characteristic, study reveals that the little magazines were also
utilised to fight against conservatism, communalism, and fundamentalism which were
the potent forces that were responsible for dragging the society backward (Personal interview
with former VC Prof. Topodhir Bhattacharjee dated Silchar, July 3, 2016). Besides, the
contradiction between different ideologies and counter-ideologies was also reflected in
the little magazines (ibid.). This literary forum was used not only for the cultivation of
language and literature such as writing stories, poems, essays, and research-based articles,
but was also used to fight against cultural and linguistic aggression. Besides, apart from
cultural and linguistic aspects, various other national and international issues also tempted
the students and the youths of the valley to express their views over those issues through
the little magazines. Thus, from the above discussion, it is evident that the students and
the youths of Barak Valley found in little magazines a platform to express their views on
various issues on the one hand and to raise their voice of protest against any form of
onslaughts on the society on the other.

Major Findings of the Study :

From the analysis of the responses of the respondents, some important facts have come
out with regard to the context, nature and impact of literary activities cum movement of
the students in the Barak Valley from 1973 to 1994. However, to understand the context or
reason behind their activities, the respondents were asked to identify the specific or dominant
issue which influenced them to go for such activities. It is found that most of the respondents
consider the ‘need to agitate for the cause of culture and language” as the most dominant
issue because, according to them, it was related to the very existence of the Bengalis of the
State. The issue was very much potent especially during 1980s a s all the movements on
the issue took the form of an outburst against AASU’s Anti-Foreigners’ movement in the
early 80s and the Assam Accord in 1985. The Language Movement of 1986 and the ACKHSA's
decade long movement for a Central University (1983-1994) were two important incidents
of student movements that come under the purview of the issue. It would not be out of
context to mention here that the movement for Central University in the valley is the offshoot
of the Anti-Foreigners’ movement. As hinted earlier, the students of the Barak Valley could
not sit for their examinations for one year (1980) due to this movement in spite of the
regular classes in the schools and colleges. Had there been a separate Board/ Council/
University for the students of Barak Valley, the students would not have to lose a valuable
academic year in their life. All these factors motivated the student activists to register
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their protest in different modes and little magazine was one of the potent platforms to
express their thoughts, opinions and creativity.

In an attempt to fulfil the second objective of the present Study which focuses on the
nature of the movements, some questions were asked to the respondents with regard to
the ideology, organisation, leadership, background of the leadership, etc.

In response to the question relating to ideological factor, 43% respondents opined
that leftist ideology played the key role during 80s in organising various student movements
in the valley. During 80s, behind the movement against ‘Anti-Foreigners’ issue” through
cultural activities, publication of little magazines and making of short-length films, leftist
ideology was the driving force which influenced the students so much so that they
spontaneously got involved in the said movements. However, barring the leftist ideology,
some activists were also influenced by the ideology of patriotism and nationalism. But
their number was insignificant- only 5%. The rest 52% respondents asserted that they joined
the student movements not because of any ideological reason, but due to the importance
of the various issues like imposition of controversial SEBA circular of 1986, need for a
Central University in the Barak Valley and various issues concerning campus problems. It
is thus amply clear that the opinions of the majority respondents regarding the dominant
factors behind the student movement were spread over multiple issues. This aspect can be
well explained by the fact that these issues were intimately related with the question of
‘existence and identity” of the Bengalis of the State. It is quite obvious that the concern for
existence got priority over the ideological factor.

In response to the question relating to the existence of organisation to lead the movement,
it has been found that 60% respondents said that as the literary activities were of creative
in nature, the efforts were carried out jointly without any organisational support while
40% respondents argued that they carried out their activities under the banner of some
organisations like SFI, Jhinuk Natyagosthi, Bijnan Taranga, etc.

In order to understand the nature of the movements, another question was asked to
the respondents as to whether the movements or agitations got spread in the rural areas.
The answer of the 72% respondents was affirmative. The history of the student movement
in Barak Valley reveals that the movement of SFI in the 1970s, Language movements of
1961, 1972 and 1986, ACKHSA’s decade-long movement for a Central University were
found to penetrate even to the remote areas of the region. Barak Valley is often identified
with the struggles for existence that are undertaken primarily by students and youths.
With regard to the movements through literary exercises also, it has already been mentioned
that a host of little magazines were published from different rural and remote areas of the
Barak Valley. As hinted earlier, a ‘silent movement” was visible through the literary exercises
in the Barak Valley which simultaneously served two purposes, firstly to cultivate the
‘Bengali’ language and literature intensively and secondly, through this process, sounding
a note of protest and anguish against linguistic chauvinism. This aspect confirms the fact
that without the open support of the mass people living in rural and remote areas, no
movement can be successful. Since majority people live in rural areas, their involvement
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makes the effort meaningful and thus the voice of mass people is reflected through the
movements. In case of the Barak Valley also, on different occasions, the students were
successful in transforming their agitations into mass movements. Feeling the heat of the
situation, the government, on many occasions, had to concede to many legitimate demands.

The Study also reveals that the leadership from among the students of this region has
played a positive role in all the literary initiatives. All the respondents have agreed on this
point that the initiatives were first undertaken by some enthusiastic student leaders. In
fact, it is generally acknowledged that an effort to fight for a common cause becomes
movement only when some persons with special organising ability can lead the masses
towards the desired goal.

Again, all the respondents are of the view that the leaders of the movement had educated
middle class background. This point has been analysed in the following three-fold manner.
According to them, students of the Barak Valley during those days used to come generally
from middle class family. People of higher income strata of the society who were very few
in number, generally used to send their wards outside the valley, sometimes abroad also
for studies. On the other hand, very few people from lower income strata of the society
could afford to send their children to schools or colleges. Even if, some of them managed
to send their wards to the schools, they could not afford to send them to the colleges for
higher education. Many of them were even not aware of the need and utility of education
and thought it fruitful for them to involve their wards in any type of vocational work so
that they could earn their living. Moreover, during those days, government facilities like
Mid-day Meal, Sarvo Siksha etc were not there to support the students coming from lower
income group of people. Thus, it can be deduced reasonably well that students from middle
class background only were involved in different types of creative activities cum agitations
and movements.

Further, they also opined that during those days, though middle class families had to
face severe financial hardship, yet the parents and guardians in general tried their level
best to keep their wards free from the family burdens and responsibilities so that their
wards could devote maximum time for their studies and career. Students thus used to get
much spare time even after their studies and the student-activists utilised that spare time
by providing social service and getting themselves involved in various creative activities.

Besides, according to a number of respondents, the students from middle class
background were socio-politically more conscious than their counterparts from economically
lower and higher-class background. They were found to be very much conscious of the
fact that this particular region was the victim of socio-economic deprivation since the dawn
of independence of the country as compared to the Brahmaputra Valley. This sense of
deprivation compelled the people with educated middle class background to fight for a
‘change’ in the existing system. According to the respondents, due to lack of education,
people from lower income group did not have that consciousness and the higher income
group of people normally did not feel the urge to bring any change in the structure as they
were least affected by the established system.
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The analysis, thus, reveals that it was mostly the student folk from the educated middle-
class families who used to engage themselves in the literary activities of the Barak Valley
during 1980s.

The third objective of the Study was to study the impact of the silent movement on
socio-political life of the people of the Barak Valley. So far as the impact of the silent
movements through literary activities is concerned, it is found to be partially successful.
Although the dream of the left minded activists to transform the state into a socialist one
remained unfulfilled, the activists were however, successful in sending a message to the
concerned authorities about the strong holds of Bengalis in both the valleys of the State
and at the same time sounding a strong note of anguish and protest against the linguistic
chauvinism in the Brahmaputra Valley as reflected in the Anti-Foreigners” Movement of
AASU in early 80s which was culminated in signing of the Assam Accord in 1985. By that
time ACKHSA’s movement for a Central University reached its climax and the sense of
disillusionment and anger of the people of the Barak Valley against the controversial SEBA
circular of 1986 sent a strong signal to the Government. The Government could feel the
pulse of the public sentiment and the issue of determining ‘foreigners’ or ‘illegal migrants’
remained pending over the years. Both the Central and the State Governments are yet to
take any final decision over the issue because it has become such a sensitive issue to both
the major linguistic groups of the State that any controversial decision may bring forth
grave repercussion in the State. Thus, the aforesaid movements in the Barak Valley cannot
but be given credit in the sense that in spite of tremendous pressure from a certain section
of the public, student organisation like AASU and cultural and literary organisations of
the Brahmaputra Valley, the Government so far could not concede to the demand of making
Assam a unilingual State.

Thus, from the above discussion, it is observed that the contribution of the students
of Barak Valley towards building a healthy society through publication of little magazines
was a laudable venture. Amidst social indiscipline, immorality and corruption all around,
the creative, honest and bold efforts of the students to cleanse the society as also to rise in
protest against any onslaught on the society cannot be over-emphasised (Choudhury, Sujit
2006: 68). It is in this sense that such creative efforts of the students can undoubtedly be
considered as a strong movement against linguistic chauvinism.
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Annexure
List of Little Magazines published during 1980s from Barak Valley’

Cachar : Silchar Town Year of first publication First Editor

i. Abhash 1980 NA

ii. Anishwar 1981 Debasish Chanda
iii. Pratisrot 1984 Partha Pratim Maitra and his 10 associates
iv. Rituporno NA Sujit Nath

Cachar : Udharband

i. Mati 1981 Subhankar Chanda

ii. Udharband 1983 Sankar Kumar Deb
iii. Ordhek Akash 1989 Bijaya Kar

Cachar : Pailapool
i. Anirban 1988 Swapan Dasgupta
(Registered as Anirbanshikha)

ii. Sagnik NA Jiban Nath
Cachar : Dewan Tea Estate

i. Srotoswini 1984 Subrata Majumder
Cachar : Nagdirgram

i. Troyee (Handwritten) 1984 Snigdha Nath

ii. Aikyadoot 1989 Jalal Uddin Mazumder
Cachar : Swadhinbazar

i. Kaliyug 1983 Milon Uddin Laskar
Cachar : Sonai

i. Ujala NA Joynul Haque Mazumder

ii. Du kotha 1985 Mrinmoy Nath & Mihir Nath
Cachar : Berabak

i. Khelaghar 1985 Tushar Kanti Nath
Hailakandi : Hailakandi Town

i. Amanat 1981 Abul Hussain Mazumder

ii. Paromita NA Arabinda Chakraborty
iii. Nilanjan NA Amitabha Choudhury
iv. Alok NA Rabindra Paul

v. Antarin NA Ram Ranjan Chakraborty
vi. Srijan NA Uttam Kumar Shee
vii. Udayan NA Mashuk Ahmed
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viii. Sundaram NA
ix. Shilimikh NA
x. Jyotsna NA
xi. Belabhumi 1983
xii. Jagaran 1989
Hailakandi : Algapur
i. Batayan 1986

ii. Champakali 1987
Hailakandi : Lala

i. Pritam 1982

ii. Prabaha 1986
Karimganj : Karimganj Town

i. Tonkar 1980

ii. Prantik NA
iii. Simanter Sahitya NA
iv. Bijnan Taranga 1980

(Subsequently registered as
Jnan-Bijnan Taranga)

v. Tritiyo Kontho 1984
vi. Akasmik 1987
Karimganj : Badarpur

i. Chinta 1979

(Mouthpiece of Jhinuk Natya Gosthi)

ii. Oporupa 1983
iii. Prayas 1985
iv. Eishan 1988

Karimganj : Ramkrishna Nagar

i. Naa 1988
Karimganj : Mullaganj

i. Milaner Daak 1983
Karimganj : Ratabari

i. Bhorer Sanai NA
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Re conceptualizing Humanism from the
Eastern Philosophical Traditions

Alex. K. O

Abstract

The concept of ‘humanism’ is intrinsically connected with the idea of liberation or freedom.
By projecting ‘man’ as the centre of reason and rule, this philosophical concept has created
a space for men to evolve and evade. As the great English poet Shelly once said “We all
are Greeks”, more mature growth of humanism in its modern version has been under the
influence of Greek philosophy. But prior to the thoughts of the enlightened minds in Greece,
sages in the East used to philosophize existence through their words which transcends
time and ages. For instance, in India, hermits once used to chant the most charismatic and
secular mantras of all time, Pavamana Mantra from Brhadaranyaka Upanishad is one such
classic example of this :

asatomad sad gamaya,

tamasomajyotirgamaya

mrtyormamytamgamaya

And these words define the glorious philosophical tradition and perception of the East on
humanity but in course of the time, the essence of these words just vanished in the air.
Unfortunately, the invisible influence of deities and religious dogmas have always made
the life of men in the East more complex and complicated. Fortunately, in the West, the
rebirth of classical literature during the Renaissance nurtured an old model of Hellenistic
analysis of life, which accelerated the development of humanism. At the same time, humanism
in the East was deteriorating due to certain religious and cultural principles and practices,
though ancient history was completely different.

Therefore, the first part of this paper primarily argues that the concept of ‘humanism’
in its most matured and refined form can be traced back to Eastern philosophical traditions
in accordance with its gradual rise from Eastern religions and cultures. And this paper
also elucidates why the East later failed to promote the growth of this great concept though
it remained as the cradle of secular thoughts and religions.

Key Words : Humanism, West, East, Religion, Culture, Greek, Philosophy, India, Bhagavad Gita,
Holy Bible.

Introduction

“The transition to the modern world was marked by the recovery of the ancient”
(Radhakrishnan 1974: 19) is an observation made by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, in his influential
work ‘Western Thoughts and Eastern Religion’. Humanism is a relatively modern
philosophical idea carved out of ancient Greek wisdom. The idea of ignorance and the
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scope for correction in Hellenistic philosophy could provide a secular and liberal analysis
of the history of humankind. By projecting ‘man’ as the centre of reason and rule, this
philosophical idea has created a space for men to evolve and evade. Though this is a modern
perception of humanism, it shows some similarities with the Eastern religious and
philosophical traditions which are much older and more secular than Western traditions.
For instance, Bhagavad Gita says, ‘Atmai vasya jyotir bhavati’ (Bhagavad Gita 13:18) which
means ‘the self serves as his light’. The whole purpose of humanism was the complete
material and intellectual progress of individuals and that is why it is being theorized in
terms of the material and spiritual entities. The idea of a ‘self” or individual portrayed in
the sacred texts of the East is more liberal and secular than the definition given by the
West. In his analysis of the concept of ‘human dignity” in Confucian philosophy, Quianfan
Zhang quotes the great Confucian authority, Xunzi whose argument reinforces the secular
nature of man in the universe when he says, “Water and fire have essences but not life;
herbs and trees have life, but no knowledge; birds and beasts know, but no sense of justice.
Humans have an essence, life, knowledge, and, in addition, a sense of justice; thus, he is
the noblest on earth.” (Zhang 2016: 23). The nature of this short and precise comparative
argument itself renders a progressive and democratic perspective of mankind in the East.
Once, ancient Greek philosopher Protagoras proclaimed that “Man is the measure of all
things”, I do not deny the fact that these words uphold the motto of ultimate freedom and
authority of humankind. Still, there is also an element of a mild dominating voice that
diminishes the value of other creatures in the universe. It is in this context, the concept of
‘self” in Bhagavad Gita which is depicted as ‘light’, and the Confucian notion of man as the
‘noblest form” on earth emerge as a more mature thought than the intimidating Western
image of self.

Tracing the essence of Humanism in the Eastern sacred texts

The role of man as the noblest creature and a rational being in the universe is not to exploit
his fellow beings but to emancipate them from all the adversities in the world. Hence,
humanism has been having certain incarnations in different periods of history as Romantic
Humanism, Renaissance Humanism, Radical Humanism, Marxist Humanism, Liberal
Humanism, etc. All these forms of humanistic definitions formed were based on certain
social, economic, political, and cultural changes. Dynamic scientific inventions and the
birth of revolutionary thoughts soon after the Renaissance in Europe have made both positive
and negative impacts on Western society. Therefore, to reinforce the faith in humanity
few philosophers who have quickly adapted to modern material changes came up with
their ideas to make others also compromise with the transformations in the name of “progress’.
Philosophical ideas related to humanism in Europe were not sufficient to convince the
people about the changes in the history of mankind and that is why humanism was forced
to have such periodical incarnations. Whereas in the East, though the material progress
was minimal the intellectual tradition was rich enough to guide humanity for the next
hundred million years. And Pavamana Mantra from Brhadaranyaka Upanisad (1.3.28) is a
classic example of this and the mantra chants :

asatoma sad gamaya, (Lead me from unreality to reality)
tamasomajyotirgamaya, (Lead me from darkness to light)
mrtyormamrtamgamaya. (Lead me from death to immortality)
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This charismatic mantra was once chanted by the Hermits in India not as a prayer of the
Hindu religion but as a prayer of Humanity. The core message of this mantra defines how
secular the Eastern tradition was and these words are much more profound and prophetic
than the philosophical tradition of the West. Again, Yajur Veda upholds the perceptions of
this great tradition when it teaches that :

“Oh lord we invoke you for (purification of) heart; we invoke you for the mind. We
invoke you for heaven. We invoke you for the sun. May you place our sacrifice above in
heaven among the enlightened ones” (Yajur Veda 37.19)

These words have emerged from the enlightened souls of an archaic age, who were
limited by the physical world but liberated as universal beings. The greatness of these
words can only be understood when it has some resonance beyond the borders of time
and space. The modern philosophers who have made a great impact all over the world
were in one way or the other might have influenced by the teachings of the East. According
to the Bhagavad- Gita, Athman is equal to Bhraman, and again in chapter 13 on ‘Nature’,
Gita says “The Super-soul is the source of all senses, yet He is without senses. He is unattached,
although He is the maintainer of all living beings. He transcends the modes of nature, and
at the same time He is the master of all modes of material nature”. These words from the
ancient scripture display some similarities with Nietzsche’s idea of ‘Superhuman’, the
aim behind the inception of his revolutionary concept was to challenge mankind to overcome
the barriers of caste, creed, race, and religion to attain the supreme goal, ‘moksha’ or ‘liberation’
by proclaiming the ‘truth” without any fear. In the Eastern tradition long before the birth
of ‘Superhuman’, Swami Vivekanand’s prophetic words simplified this whole idea in one
simple sentence when he observed that the whole secret of existence is to have no fear.
The sacred teachings from the East purified the soul, minds, and bodies of men from all
over the world. Krishna’s advice, Buddha’s enlightened words, and Confucius’ thoughtful
conversations created a new form of social and religious order in the world. What makes
these religious teachings so unique is that all of them placed ‘man’ as the crux of their
teachings and that god was only a facilitator to attain ‘salvation’.

Confucius observes that life is really simple, but we insist on making it complicated,
the thoughts on life in all these religious teachings were very simple and direct but the
hands of men made it more complicated. History reveals that in India, before the arrival of
Manausmriti the Hindu tradition enjoyed unlimited privileges both in public and private
life but the new form of rules and regulations introduced by Manu made things more
complex and confined. The inception of these new laws reinforced the distinction between
right and wrong in everything and that is how the caste system was idealized and became
the foundation of Hindu religious life.

Secular Greeks and sentimental men of the East

The revival of Greek literary and philosophical tradition in the West began during the
time of the Renaissance and Enlightenment. One of the reasons behind this sudden rebirth
was the excessive influence of Christianity in Europe, and its obsession with the ideas of
‘sin and body’. Holy Bible says that all men are born with ‘original sin” and that means by
birth a man becomes a sinner. Greek philosophical tradition denied this idea of ‘sin” and
embraced the idea of “mistakes. The replacement of ‘mistakes and the rejection of ‘sin” was
much more acceptable and convincing than the medieval Christian theologies. Inspired
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by this rich archaic tradition the philosophers of the Renaissance and Enlightenment laid
the foundation for a secular and progressive Europe. In a letter to his friend Karl Marx
observes that “his sense of freedom must be awakened in the breast of people. This sense
vanished from the world with the Greeks, and with Christianity, it took up residence in
the blue mists of heaven”. (Davies 2008: 11)

Fortunately, in the West, the rebirth of classical Greek literature and philosophy nurtured
an old model of Hellenistic analysis of life which promoted ‘man” as the centre and its
ultimate benefit resulted in the formation of this new concept called ‘Humanism’. When
the West was creating milestones by reviving the ancient wisdom of Greece, the condition
in the East was deteriorating due to the excessive influence of religion. Social and cultural
spaces in the East began to get influenced by the new forms of rules and regulations introduced
by different religious texts. The history of legendary rulers like Mahavira, Budha, and
Chandragupta Maurya began to fade from the collective consciousness of Indians as a
result of the fight for religious predominance. Gradually, the humanitarian face of Eastern
religious texts was erased by individual interpretations. The quest for religious power and
dominance in the East was much more severe than in the West as it was considered to be
the cradle of the world’s most popular religions. This race for power and prestige wiped
out the humanitarian values preached by enlightened souls and ancient sacred texts. And
the vested interest of rulers also resulted in the formation of completely fragmented societies
in the East. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan argues that “What East has gained in insight seems to
have lost in power” (Radhakrishnan 1974: 258). When the West created a ‘rebirth” by bringing
back the Greek classic works, the East was completely focused on the expansion of divided
princely states, though the ancient and medieval Eastern tradition gave birth to some of
the greatest sages in the world.

Conclusion

The role of language in Europe was pivotal in the spread of the idea of humanism. ‘Renaissance
Latin’ was the name given to a special form of the simplified Latin language that was used
to translate Greek literary works during the time of the Renaissance. This simplified version
of Latin made ancient Hellenistic ideas more popular and accessible to mainstream societies
in Europe. At that time, the situation in the East, especially in India was not that much
different from the West. Sanskrit as a source of ancient sacred texts was accessible only to
a privileged section of people and the intricacies of the caste system became a hurdle in
the popularization of this language. So, the wisdom of the Gita and the Upanishads were
very much detached from the common people in India. This difficult situation restricted
the growth of secular and liberal philosophies which are expressed in those sacred texts.

Finally, a quote from Swami Vivekananda will elucidate the core substance of the
concluding part of this article, he says that “Who will give the world light? Sacrifice in the
past has been the Law; it will be, alas, for ages to come. The earth’s bravest and best will
have to sacrifice themselves for the good of many, for the welfare of all” (Swami Vivekananda
1981:70). The history of the East has witnessed the sacrifice of many enlightened souls but
all those sacrifices were under the banner of religion except a few. But the history of humanism
in the West is highly influenced by the sacrifice of two noble souls, the ancient Greek
philosopher Socrates and the medieval scientist Galileo.
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Socrates embraced the death sentence given by the law and order in a ‘democracy’
and Galileo accepted the death pronounced by the law and order of the ‘Catholic Church’.
These two incidents in European history have made a tremendous impact on later generations.
Socrates ‘inner voice” and Galileo’s ‘rational mind” helped to frame the outlook of a modern
European society based on truth and reason. The lack of such inspiring sacrifices in the
name of convictions or beliefs from the East has resulted in the gradual decline of humanist
ideas.

Hence, the time has come for introspection and immediate action to bring back the
glorious tradition of the East. This Twenty-first century demands nothing but only one
thing and that is ‘Humanity’. The fall of mankind in the form of genocides, famine, civil
war, communal violence, terrorism, etc. can only be redeemed by propagating the value
of the concept of ‘Humanism’. We inherit a tradition of infinite knowledge and possibilities
and thatis why T.S. Eliot concluded one of the monumental works in the history of English
literature by borrowing the conclusion from the Upanishad, ‘Shantih Shantih Shantih’” (Eliot
1922:22). We inherit the great tradition of peace and harmony in which our ancestors once
used to chant the secret mantra of survival from the Maha Upanishad, *Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
which means “the world is one family’. Therefore, the moment is now to act by redefining
the concept of humanism with the lantern of hope and promise from the sacred texts and
traditions. Hence, let us redeem our life, or else we perish.
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Mangar for Scheduled Tribe Status in
Sikkim and Darjeeling Himalayas

Rakcha Rana

Abstract

Mangar community residing in the geographical areas of Sikkim and Darjeeling has occupied
a distinct space within the multi ethnic group. The historical evidences describe the scenario
of past era where these two regions (Sikkim and Darjeeling) were inter-connected; prior
Darjeeling was part of an independent Himalayan Kingdom Sikkim an interlinked between
these two regions explains the commonality they share on many terms.

The paper illustrates Mangar communities” historical existence within Sikkim and
Darjeeling tracing all their ancient records and narrating some events, which proved that
they were the early inhabitants before Namgyal. Also argues on how the historical injustice
has made the contemporary discourse which leads to reclassification or re-arranging of
the ethnic group presently. The article illustrates the social backwardness of Mangar
community though community has ancestral past in these regions. Issues like distinct religious
practices, identity and culture of Mangar community which community thoroughly deserve
to be labelled as Scheduled tribe.

Keywords : history, commonalities, historical injustice, political struggle, contemporary discourse
and Schedule Tribe Status.

Introduction

Mangar community belong to Mongoloid stock inhabitant in Sikkim and Darjeeling foothills.
Thus back then they were influenced by Hinduism however some of their practices remain
like ancestors worship, worshipping nature it truly resembles animist; believes in spirits,
supernatural power, elements of nature (river, forest, moon, sun etc) and deities indicating
more of tribal traits possess a distinctive socio-cultural features and practices. They are
now digging into the root and started to connect which was vanished in a time frame their
‘age-old tradition’. Contemporarily rituals of Mangar are done by their own community
priest ‘Bhusal’” or either shamans (Jhankri or Dhami). The language they speak is called
Mangrati/Mangar Dhut (Rana, 2021).

On 27" March 1966 the Government of Sikkim recognised Mangar Dhut as one of the
official language. Around the three districts of Sikkim that is West, South and East the
Mangar language is introduced up to class VIII whereas in Darjeeling the facility of teaching
Mangar language have not been introduced by the West Bengal Government. In December
1994, Sikkim Legislative Assembly session has been translated in Mangar language for the
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first time. Through the study it has found that Mangar of Sikkim and Darjeeling are not
divided into Barahmagrat or Atharamagrat like in Nepal they are under one sect that is
‘Mangar’. (Ethnographic Report, 2005)

The community is divided into seven major clans i.e., Rana, Thapa, Alley, Burathoki/
Buda, Gharti, Pun, and Roka along with their sub-clans and gotras respectively though in
Sikkim and Darjeeling it’s hard to find all major clans instead Rana, Thapa and Alley clans
are in majority and other is a rare seen. The marital alliances are made on the basis of these
clans, sub-clans and gotras; as community favour the endogamy however with the assimilation
of other community now endogamy becoming a rare factor. The community follow patrilocal
residence it means after marriage woman start to live in her husband’s house. Earlier Mangar
community practiced matrilineal cross-cousin marriage. On the basis of this marriage system
the kinship terms was established but now there is no such kind of marriage practice. As a
result some kinship terms have changed. There are two types of Kinship system in Mangar
community one is blood related and other is through marriage. There is another exceptional
way of developing kinship is through social rites / Meteri rites anthropologically known as
Fictive Kinship (Dhakal, 2017).

During festival arrived or on special occasions Mangar people play musical instrument
like madal, binayo, jhyali and khaijari accompanied by dances of various forms; for example
maruni and kauda dance. They enjoy their own folk music and dance. They had a number of
folktales but unfortunately due to generation gap the folktales are slowly forgotten day by
day.

The history of origin of Mangar community is difficult to locate. Many eminent scholars
put forward various probabilities. The mythical story of origin is even more complex.
According to legends there were two leaders Chitu and Shing. Mangars under their leaderships
travelled to Sikkim, Darjeeling, Nepal and other areas as well. They were named as ‘Tangsang
Thapa’ which means people who came from far away in north (Chemjong, 1967).

Mangar community had taken significant place within the multi-ethnic groups in the
Himalayan region. Their distinctive culture and practices made them unique from other
community. Presently the community is much concerned about their cultural identity;
they are united for the cause of preservation of their earlier traditions. As a result language
classes are being organized in the locality in order to coach the youngsters. Involvement
of youth in any societal programme is much appreciated and, it encourages them to
understand the significance and purpose of their customs.

Technique

The study is based on empirical data. Field survey was carried out among the Mangar
community of Sikkim and Darjeeling periodically in the years 2019 to 2021 to comprehend
their historical and political issues. Usual Anthropological methods like participant
observation, interviews with structured and unstructured, schedules; were used to collect
primary data. Secondary data were collected from records and documents. Finally opinions
of elders and community members and youths of Mangars are taken into consideration in
order to understand their own perception about the community.
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The Mangars, the land and History

Topographically Darjeeling and Sikkim are much similar. Rangit and Teesta are the two
most important rivers, which hold historical and mythical significance. These rivers divide
the districts of Darjeeling and the state of Sikkim. Currently Darjeeling occupies the
northernmost part of West Bengal.

Topographically speaking Sikkim is on mountainous terrain inhabited by different
communities, who are following their own traditions and are with distinct cultural
backgrounds. Sikkim is known for multi-ethnic cultural pattern and has its own sumptuous
and colourful tradition.

Darjeeling hills laying on the Southern part of Sikkim, was originally a part of
independent Kingdom of Sikkim. Later Darjeeling region came to be a part of British Empire
(O’Malley, 1907). During British colonial times, the tea plantation industry and trans-
Himalayan Trade needed cheap labour. As a result many immigrants from inside and
outside travelled in this land and contributed to the flourishing of diverse culture in this
region. It can be said that Darjeeling hills became a centre of ‘cultural pluralism” also called
as ‘babel of tribes and nations” and an ‘ethnological museum’ (Kishan, 2018).

In 1835 Darjeeling was gifted to the East India Company. In return the company presented
one double barrelled gun, one rifle, 120 yards of red-broad cloth and pairs of shawl to the
Raja of Sikkim (Dozey, 1989). There were some such known events, which were recorded.
However many past affairs of Darjeeling remained unrecorded. Neither Sikkim nor Nepal
had put an effort in discovering those unrecorded events, which would be further useful
(Moktan, 2004).

Sikkim and Darjeeling is not only known for multi-ethnic diversification, but also is
recognised for beautiful architecture of Buddhist monasteries. Before British colonization,
Buddhism as a religion in Sikkim and Darjeeling was established by Chogyal' (Dharmaraja)
(Kazi, 2020). In ancient days the settlers of Sikkim and Darjeeling were following their
own cultural ethos. They were isolated from other groups and surrounded by their own
community in an occupied area. It is also believed that before Buddhism they were following
their own animist custom as a nature worshipper and also had an independent ruling
kingdom; for example; Limbu for Limbuwan and as for Mangar as Mangarjong. Lepchas
were considered as an original inhabitant or autochthons in Sikkim (Bharat and Hemant,
2008).

The cultural identity of Mangar in these regions shares similar value on the ground of
ethnicity where co-existence of tradition or custom explains connectivity. They specified
and identified their cultural existence in the miscellaneous space with their culturally
pronounced symbols and preserved their identity among diverse-cultural niches. An
archaeological site was discovered which proved their glorious era.

Chemjong elucidated the origin of Mangar, also used the word “tribe”, in mentioning
Mangar (Chemjong, 1966). He mentioned that centuries back, Mangars had settled permanently
in the land . Some authors had mentioned their existence on this land much before the
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Namgyal. Yeshe Doma and Thutob Namgyal had mentioned of presence of Mangar
community in Sikkim (Thutob and Yeshe, 1908). A British botanist and explorer Joseph
Dalton Hooker (1854) writes that the Mangars are ‘aborigines of Sikkim’. However the
question on aborigines of a community (Mangar) was debated in Sikkim (Wangdi, 2010).
Saul Mullard (2009) puts hold on the evidence of Mangar in early Sikkim. According to
him the primary sources does not justify of Mangar living in Sikkim earlier. Sprigg (1982)
writes that, not only Lepcha but Mangar were also the early inhabitants in Sikkim. Even in
numerical strength there are some similarity between Mangar and Lepcha similar to Nat,
Nees, Som, Buli etc. It shows that these two communities lived together. (Gurung, 2011)

Ancient history along with traditions of Sikkim and Darjeeling are not much researched.
There are still some facts and quarries which are yet to be uncovered. Through many
years of understanding of the geographical boundaries of Sikkim, it appeared that until
1642 the state was not politically consolidated. In the year 1642, Chogyal Phuntsho Namgyal
was consecrated across the Kingdom by the three Lamas? at Yuksom Norbugang, West
Sikkim. At that time the region was governed by independent Chieftains at different time
periods in the “Prehistoric Greater Sikkim” by Lepcha, Tsongs (Limboo) and Mangar (Subba,
2008). From travel account of the first Chogyal Phuntsho Namgyal, it appears that Mangars
were in Sikkim prior to 1642.

During Namgyal reign the population of Mangar were so less that it is believed that
majority of them wrote their clan name as, ‘Thapa, Rana or Alley’ instead of ‘Mangar’. This
created confusion. Many of them were left out in the census. As a result it showed lesser
population numerically.

The Lepcha, Limbus and Mangars were called “Rong’, ‘Chong” and "Mong’ (Chemjong,
1966). As for the fact up to 18" century AD existence of forts of the Mangar and many
other events proved the inhabitation of the community in the region. There are a few
places in Sikkim and Darjeeling identified as Mangarjong or the Fort of Mangar. An eminent
explorer Pandit Sarat Chandra Das (1902) wrote about Mangars in Sikkim and Eastern
Nepal and illustrated the story related to Mangar King and Queen.

According to Santosh Allay during the period of 1600 A.D. or so, the chief Sintupati
Sen had ruled the surrounding areas like Mangarjongs in West Sikkim for many years. He
laid the foundation of Mangarjong. The Mangsari presently has become an important place,
which is indispensible for Mangar community to represents their historical records. The
ruins of Mangarjongs is still founds in Sukiya Pokhari in Darjeeling, Mansong Mangarjong
at Rangpo and, Mangarjong at Suldung, Kamrang Mangarjong, Famtham Mangarjong,
Sudunglakha Mangarjong, Kitam Mangarjong, Mangardalam, Mangarthang, Berthang-Berfok
Mangarjong, Rateypani, Kateng and so on are other evidences of ruins (Allay 2003, Sinha,
2005).

Mangars mostly live in the area of South-West Sikkim, Rangbhang Valley Tea Gardens,
Mangarjong, Nagri, Chamong, Tingling, Marebong tea estate, Sukhiapokhari of Darjeeling
Sadar subdivision, Pankhabari Tea Garden, Babu Kaman etc. At they live in Kurseong,
Kami Busty, Kumali, Samsing Tea Garden of Kalimpong district and Dooars in Jalpaiguri
District (Allay, 2003).
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M. B. Thapa (2004) had mentioned that Sikkim history shows that up to 18" century
A.D. the tussle continued between Mangars and Sikkim Rajah. Therefore it may be said
that as a result of this conflict Mangar chief came with an idea of marital union between
daughter of Mangar chief and the Prime Minister of Sikkim, Changjat Kurseong. This idea
did not work out. Mangar chiefs were actively protesting against the monarchism. Later
the Mangar king realized they could not expect anything progressive from Chogyal. As a
result of this in 19" century A.D. the documentation of Mangar was effaced. Therefore
maximum number of Mangar had to depart from Sikkim and moved towards Bhutan,
Assam, Eastern Nepal, Darjeeling and other areas. The final resting place of last Mangar
King was in Pubung Cinchona Plantation of Darjeeling District (Moktan, 2004).

Religious and Ritual Identity of Mangar in Sikkim and Darjeeling

Hictchcock (1966) showed that the belief of Mangars lies upon the natural phenomenon.
They venerate or worship nature, idols and spirits. In most of the rituals they sacrifice
chickens, pigs, goats, sheep, rooster etc. Before Hinduisation their religion was “animistic”
(Khattri, 1995).

Under political circumstances Sikkim and Darjeeling were separated, but this separation
does not affect their ethnic commonalities. They, celebrate same festivals, rituals, traditions,
cultural norms, dress, and many other traits.

Barahimijong is the main festival of Mangar community. It falls on the full moon day
of Baisakh or fifth day of Mangsir purnima according to lunar calendar. In Mangar language
Barahi means God, minat or mi means worship or prayer and jong means fort. It is a festival
of worshipping and remembering the ancestors. They believed that King and Queen were
their forefathers. The Murung/Hitan (king) and Murungni/Baghi/Karangni (queen) was their
guardian and protect them from every harm or evil and always blessed them with prosperous
life. They offer harvested food grains, such as, various types of yam, taro, tuber crops,
cereals, pulses, oilseeds, seasonal fruits, vegetables and liquor (Allay, 2003). Sikkim Democratic
Front, the former Government has proclaimed the day as State holiday since 2007. In 2019
they invited the Chief Minister of Sikkim Shri Prem Singh Tamang, the renowned personality.

Kulpuja is the principal custom. This ritual defines very well why Mangar community
are called the ancestor /nature worshipper. Remembering their forefathers on the occasion
is still in continuation. Only some aspects of the custom are altered.

Indigeneity and Ethnopolitical activism for Scheduled Tribe Status

The ethnic categorisation earlier was of Lepcha, Bhutia and Nepali in Sikkim for differentiating
‘Tribe” and “Caste’. Melanie (2009) argues on uncertainty of government in categorising
the group between ‘Indo-Aryan” and ‘Mongoloid’. The historical existence for the attribution
of rights and benefits is an important political issue in Sikkim. For example Lepcha were
autochthonous and Bhutia’s ancient history tells that they came from Tibet and Bhutan in
the beginning of 13" century A.D. Since 1975, according to Article 371f, they are under
legal protection. In 1978 Bhutia and Lepcha were recognised as Scheduled Tribe.
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For other ethnic groups the history says that Limbu’s ancient history lies in the western
part of Sikkim bordering Nepal “Limbuwan” (Chemjong 1967, Sanyal 1979, Shrestha 1985,
Subba 2003, Risley 1894 & Pradhan 1991); and Tamang’s lied in the Terai in the years1850s
(Hooker, 1854). Despite this in December 2002 Limbu and Tamang were categorised as
‘Scheduled Tribe” in the region of Sikkim and Darjeeling.

First colonial census in Sikkim in 1891 mentioned thirteen “races or castes” namely
Lepcha, Bhutia, Limbu, Gurung, Tamang, Rai, Jimdar, Khambu (etc), Kami, Brahman, Mangar,
Chetri (the Indo-Nepali caste of Kshatriya), Newar, Slaves and Darzi (Risley, 1894). In the
1941 census, in which Yeatts (1931) regrets the “excessive association of the census with
anthropology, “most of the 1931 ‘Hill Tribes” were not included in this category; expecting
for Bhutia and Lepcha. The tribes of the Hills were identified according to language ‘Nepali’
(Lingua Franca). However, in the 1941 census of Sikkim, the table “Variations in population
of selected tribes”, which does not include Brahmans, enumerates Bhutia, Damai, Gurung,
Kami, Khas, Lepcha, Limbu, Mangar, Newar, Sarki and Sunuwar (Melanie, 2009).

This categorisation reflects the colonial understanding and then its adaptation after
independence. From 1901 Sikkim censuses were conducted under the auspices of the West
Bengal Census Authorities. There was no separate report for Sikkim until 1971 (Census of
India 2001, Series 12-Sikkim, Analytical note: 3).

In 1980s Backward Commission Report of B.N. Mandal was submitted and accepted
for implementation in 1900s and declared various communities as the ‘Other Backward
Classes (OBC) (Moktan, 2004). On 2" June 1994 Bhujel, Gurung, Limbu, Mangar, Rai, Sunuwar
and Tamang were declared as OBC. Furthermore, in partial modification of earlier orders
by Notification No. 2/WD of June 2, 1994 with Notification No. 236/SW /251 (3)/WD
dated June 15, 2000, the State Government of Sikkim declared Bhujel, Dewan, Gurung, Jogi,
Kirat Rai, Mangar, Sunuwar and, Thami as the “Most Backward Classes (MBC) and Bahun,
Chettri, Newar and Sanyasi as the ‘Other Backward Classes’ (OBC) in Sikkim (Sikkim Gazetteer,
2003).

On 12t May 1995 in notification no. 370-TW/EC/M-6/82(1) the Government of West
Bengal listed out the communities with names as -Bhujel, Newar, Mangar, Nembang, Sampang,
Bungchheng, Thami, Jogi and Dhimal as the backward classes or OBC3.

Sikkim State socio-economic census added in 2006 the following groups to the list:
Sunuwar/Mukhia, Thami, Jogi, Dewan, Bhujel, Damai, Sarki, Maji and Sanyasi/Giri4.

Earlier Bhutia-Lepcha were defined as ‘hereditary subjects” and were forbidden to sell
their land to ‘Paharia’. This word is derived from the Nepali word pahgr, meaning ‘hill/
mountain’. They had to pay higher taxes (Melanie, 2021). These issues are because of
globalisation and liberalisation (Dalibandhu, 2018). An unequal citizenship law, land,
property, dominations, exploitation like system of free labour services kalobhari’, jharlangi®,
thekibeti” and kuruwa® later lead to democratizations, revolution and dethroning the
monarchism. The political struggle on eliminating the seat for Nepalese in Sikkim legislative
assembly became starting point in the process of reclassification of Sikkim ethnic groups.
In Sikkim after 1947 many political parties emerged, Darjeeling contributes in the formation
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of these parties. Their principle was totally based on democracy. A leader of Indian National
Congress Mrs. Helen Lepcha, also known as Sabitri Devi of Darjeeling was invited to enlighten
the general public on the exploitation and atrocities perpetuated by the Kazis and Thikadars
(Gurung, 2011).

Between the years 1961 and 1975, Sikkim was constructed as a Buddhist nation. ‘Nepalese”
connected with Sikkim were following Hinduism, this was not favoured by elite and were
stigmatised as foreigners and migrants in their own land. Mangars were not spared by this
speculation or stigmatisation. However their history always connects with the lands of
Sikkim and Darjeeling, being independent rulers. Nevertheless, in the treaty of 1973 prolonged
injustice to Nepalese saw justice and were recognized as ‘insiders” and were certified as
Sikkim Subjects.

Mangar community in Sikkim is categorised under Most Backward Community (MBC)
and in the centre as Other Backward Classes (OBC). They fall under OBC in Darjeeling
district, West Bengal. In Sikkim and Darjeeling Mangar community is continuing with a
very long struggle, claiming for Scheduled Tribe Status. In this struggle altogether eleven’
communities of Sikkim are involved. Recently another small community known as Jogi
joined for the Scheduled Tribe claim. This is named as Eleven Indigenous Ethnic Communities
of Sikkim (EIECOS). However some were of not in a favour of recognising these eleven
communities as Scheduled Tribe status. Opposition considers these communities as
“migrants”.

Scheduled Tribe status carries state benefits in a larger scale. There are many criteria
for categorizing of Scheduled Tribe. Among these criteria are ‘Mongloid facial feature” in
addition to their distinct customs, language and script. Mangars have mongloid facial features
and have their own way of performing rituals, beliefs in shamanism, continuing with custom
which is still rooted in their culture and also has their own script, called “Akkharika”. These
are all for featuring as Scheduled Tribe. The difficulty in differentiating castes from tribes
in the Himalayan regions is not only due to the views of tribes as the negative counterpart
of Hinduism, but also to the difference made between Indian and Nepalese castes. The
1911 census understood Nepalese castes to be “tribal and not functional castes,” because
their members took up any kind of occupation (Census of India, 1911). This historical
pattern is a matter of ethno political practice (Brubaber, 2004).

The Eleven communities mentioned above have gone through several inspections
conducted by the Government. Mangar community had presented their custom, traditions
and even documented them for the eligibility of Scheduled Tribe status. In 2019 at Kadamtam
just few hours journey from Gangtok, a short programme was organised by Mangar
community to showcase their distinctive culture in front of visiting officers from the
department of Tribal Affairs Delhi. The association of Mangar community All Sikkim Mangar
Association (ASMA) had prepared an Ethnographic Report in 2005 and submitted to the
government.

Earlier, the political parties in Sikkim were essentially interested in ethnic demand
for e.g., the Sikkim National Party represented ‘Bhutia-Lepcha’ whereas Sikkim State Congress
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represented ‘Nepalese’ (Gurung, 2011). Sikkim is the only state where seats are reserved
in the name of the communities in the State Assembly; because of this they are considered
as the “significant sections of population”. It was the part of the ‘tripartite agreement’.
Out of total 32 seats only 12 are for two Scheduled Tribes. They are Lepcha and Bhutia in
the State Assembly. This issue was taken up even to the Supreme Court which opined that
the seat reservation was integral part of the ‘agreement’. On this ground Sikkim joined
Indian Union. However, the impression continues among the communities in Sikkim that
once they are declared as the Scheduled Tribes, they will have separate seats reserved for
them in the State Assembly. For this reason demands are made for being declared as the
Scheduled Tribes (Melanie, 2009).

The former Chief Minister of Sikkim Shri Pawan Kumar Chamling has demanded
tribal status for eleven communities, with vision for becoming a fully Tribal State. As a
result the ethnic groups are distancing themselves from the Brahmanical customs. At present,
they are following and emphasizing upon their own distinctive culture. The groups are
trying to find out their root linking to the earlier customs, which had been forgotten. Committee
is formed in order to bring back and establish their age-old traditions. Likewise people of
Mangar community are looking into the old narratives. Many native writers started research
in finding out their actual social status in respect to their forefathers; how they performed
rituals from birth to death. The community members are encouraging the youths to find
out the answers. They presume that all answers lies within the community itself and the
main source of information is elderly people. This scenario of tribalism of Sikkim and
Darjeeling somehow is connected with the idea of Janajati in Nepal, which was established
in 1990 to bring all the ethnic bodies under one umbrella i.e., Nepal Federation of the
Nationalities.

The federation had illustrated the criteria or characteristics which somehow are being
followed by the ethnic communities in the Tribalism process within Sikkim and Darjeeling.
These are as follows :

1. Possess their own distinct and original lingual and cultural traditions and had religious
faith based on ancient animism, meaning worshipers of ancestors, land, season, nature;
do not claim to follow “the Hinduism”, enforced by the State, as their traditional and
original religion;

2. The existing descendants of the people whose ancestors had established themselves as
the first settlers or principal inhabitants in any part of the land, inhabit within the
present territory of Nepal, coming into the country with different cultures and of ethnic
origin with their own history, both written and oral and had historical continuity.

3. Displaced from their own land for the last four centuries, particularly during the expansion
and establishment of modern Hindu nation State and have been deprived of their
traditional rights to own the natural resources, namely, Kipat-communal land, cultivable
land, water, minerals, trading points etc.
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4. Who had been subjugated in the State’s political power setup in decision-making process,
whose ancient culture, language and religion are non-dominant and social values are
neglected and humiliated.

5. Whose society traditionally was developed erected on the principle of egalitarianism,
rather than hierarchy of the Indo-Aryan caste system and gender equality such as women
enjoying more advantageous positions, as opposed to social, economic and religious
subordination of women and, whose social norms and values had been slighted by the
State.

6. Formally or informally, admit or claim to be “the indigenous peoples of Nepal” on the
basis of the aforementioned characteristics” (Indigenous, 1994).

Furthermore Sikkim has joined North-Eastern Council (NEC). ‘“There are a number of States
in North-East India within NEC known as the ‘Tribal state’, as they have more than fifty
percent population, who were categorised under Tribal Status. The Sikkim government
has approached Central Government in respect to the listed communities who are under
Most Backward Class to grant them the Scheduled Tribes status (Sinha, 2005).

‘By concentrating on what is socially effective, ethnic groups are seen as a form of
social organisation. A categorical ascription is an ethnic ascription when it classifies a
person in terms of his basic, most general identity, presumptively determined by his origin
and background. To the extent that actors use ethnic identities to categorize themselves
and others for purposes of integration, they form ethnic groups in this organizational sense’
(Barth, 1969).

Out of the above discussion a question arises why the community needs to be recognised
as Scheduled Tribe, when the community is already under MBC within the state and in
OBC under the central Government of India? The community leaders opined that during
the reign of Chogyal their forefathers were dominated and exploited by the Kings. After
the decline of monarchism and with simultaneous start of democracy in the state the
community was not facilitated or developed and the community is now is in disadvantaged
condition. Economic, educational, political and social development is lacking. Some migratory
communities are given Scheduled Tribe Status. In spite of this Mangar community is not
included in the category. Many eminent writers describe Mangars as an early inhabitant.
Mangar holds distinctive culture, which are the criteria for claiming Scheduled Tribe status;
such as, their own language, script, rituals, specialist for the rituals, dress, festival etc.

There are allegations like Mangar community practised Hinduism and had migrated.
There are other communities, who practiced Hinduism earlier, and later were linked to
their earlier tradition and got tribal status. Then why only Mangar community was
discriminated at getting tribal status. These are the opinions of leaders of the community.
They are debating and forwarding evidences in support of their demands for Tribalism.

Mangar community belong to Kirat group. Their language Mangar Dhut comes under
Tibeto-Burman family. However Nepali is the lingua franca in Sikkim and Darjeeling. As
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results of this the native language of various communities had been replaced by the Nepali
language (Krishna, 2018).

History shows that Mangars were politically active and ruled over their independent
small republics called ‘Mangarjong” and many other stories are still popular among the
locals. They were driven away when their King or Chief was brutally assassinated. After
that they had to move to most inaccessible places, where enemy could not find them.
Presently at some point they are settled but lacked in community development. In time
they lost their ancient glory, and became politically and socially marginalised.

In the report of 2006 census, the Below Poverty Line (BPL) ratio stood second highest
i.e., 24.41%. The Mangar Association, known as Mangar Sang, was founded on 14" August
1993. Since 2004 they started claiming the Scheduled Tribe status. B. K. Roy Burman, in his
report, has strongly recommended that Mangars are also entitled to political privileges
and should have been included for Political privileges along with the Lepcha-Bhutia in the
Agreement of 1973 on the ground of ethical reasoning. In history Smt. Rashmi Prasad
Alley was the first person who insisted Royal Government for introducing the Nepali
language in imparting education. Because of his contribution, Nepali literature flourished
in Sikkim, Raj Kumari Thapa and Shri Dilli Ram Thapa, both MLAs, in ruling government
are representing Mangar community politically in the state of Sikkim. In Darjeeling Anit
Thapa has become a renowned figure and has launched new party, named as ‘Bharatiya
Gorkha Prajatantrik’. These renowned figures in these regions are example in political front,
showing that Mangar community is passively working on presenting the community in
democratic front. Once they were politically active and ruled these parts of Himalayas.

The widening gap in overall development of Mangars community, their historical
struggles, and contemporary socio-economic and political deprivation directed them towards
the demand of Scheduled tribe Status. The community is not only putting their efforts but
somehow pressurising the government to look into the community history, which is still
not discovered fully but should be recovered from the ancient history of Sikkim. Similar to
other communities, they should be given special place by the State. Recently a project of
building statue of Mangar King Sintupati Sen is approved. Construction is in progress in
Mangsari Mangarjong. Lastly this broad discussion reveals the dichotomy between “castes’
and ‘tribes” in the Indian colonial classification as well as in anthropological literature
(Shneiderman, 2015).

Conclusion

Darjeeling and Sikkim are multi-ethnic and multi-lingual areas. The social diversification
and immigration have drawn the ancestors of the majority of the present population from
all over the Himalayas and has resulted in creation of a social mosaic with ethnic
distinctiveness (Krishna, 2018).

The various oral, historical references and ruins of Mangarjongs furnish adequate evidence
that Mangars existed much before the Namgyals. They were ruling Sikkim and Darjeeling
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as independent rulers. While Lepcha, Limbu and Tamang have already been accorded with
Scheduled Tribe status, Mangar community is been deprived from this recognition. Mangar
community is falling behind on many terms like population size, socio-economic development,
political fronts and education.

Differentiating between caste and tribe, and reclassification of the same are at present
is under political strategy in developing tribal states. The communities demanding for
tribalism is setting an example for re-evaluating their past.

State is very clear on the strategy for ‘Tribalism’. It is a dream for the state to be
recognised as ‘Tribal State” similar to other North-Eastern States. The officers from Delhi
Tribal Affair’s department are meticulously studying the communities, which are demanding
‘Tribal Status’. Mangar community are speculated as migrants or foreigners. This somehow
puts in question about a few communities, who are categorised as Scheduled Tribe despite
the fact that their ancestors followed migratory pattern of living. It is also asked why there
is delay in recognising such other communities who are demanding for “Tribal Status’.
Along with Mangar community, there are other communities, which are also deprived
from their overall development and politically- are pleading for Tribal status. According
to them “Tribalism” uplift them from their backwardness. Hence they are working on their
cultural norms; such as distinct language, religion, customs and, tradition, which has left
their unique marks in the regions of Himalayas.

The overview points out the fact that there was not much descriptive research on
people of Darjeeling before colonisation by the British. It was done only after the year
1835. For this reason reference of Sikkim is given for any such issue of Darjeeling, while
discussing issues or challenges faced by Mangar community in Sikkim. If there is any demand
for welfare of communities, it is automatically related to Darjeeling. The Darjeeling ethnic
groups naturally support and act. It is a kind of situation, which is linking ethnic politics.
It can be said that not only culture but ethnic politics also is shared in these regions of
Himalayas.

Table: 1. Population of Mangar in Sikkim

1891 CENSUS Males Female Children Total
Mangar
363 346 192 901
2006 Census Males Female | Sex Ratio | % Distribution | Total population
Mangar (State
Socio Economic) 8171 7531 922 2.70 15702

Source : Gazetter of Sikkim (1891) and (2006)
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Table : 2. List of Sikkim OBC and MBC

Central list of Sikkim OBC

Sikkim State list of MBC

Sikkim State list of OBC

Bhujel,
Gurung,

Rai,

Mangar,
Sunuwar,
Thami and Jogi

Bhujel,

Dewan,
Gurung,

Rai,

Mangar,
Sunuwar,
Thami and Jogi

Newar,
Bahun,
Chetri and Sanyasi

Source : Moktan (2004)

Table: 3. List of West Bengal OBC (including only Nepali community)

Mangar
Rai (including Chamling)
Sampang
Sunuwar
Thami
Jogi
Majhi
Gurung
Khas
Newar
Bhujel
Dhimal

Source : https:/ /wbcbc.gov.in

Table: 4. Classifications of ethnic groups in Sikkim

Sikkim “Three Ethnic groups” Current divide of |In the “Reservation Percentage in
reflected in reservation until 1979 |ethnic groups System” (State welfare)(Population
(2006)
Lepcha Lepcha Schedule Tribes (1978) 37%
Bhutia Bhutia
Limbu 2003
Tamang
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Nepalese Bhujel, Gurung, Rai, | Central State Level 23%
Mangar, Sunuwar Level (Sikkim) :
(including Mukhia), [ (Delhi): Most
Sanyasi, Thami and Other Backward
Jogi Backward Classes
Classes (2003)

(1995-2004) Adding
Dewan, and
excepting
Sanyasi

Newar General Other 23%
Backward
Classes
(2001)

‘High’ castes : In
Sikkim

Source : Melanie (2009)
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Notes

1

In Sikkim, it is believed that the kings of Sikkim, known as Chogyals (religious kings or
dharmaraj), came from Tibetan origin by descent through the first king of Tibet, Ngya-Thi-
Tsan-Po. (Kazi, 2020)

Lhatsum Chhempo, Sempah Chhempo and Kathog Rigdsin Chhempo.

Melanie 2009

Department of Economics, Statistics, Monitoring and Evaluation 2006

Late 18™and early 19'" century, the British sold arms and ammunitions to Tibet. To protect
from different weather condition the load was put inside the gunny bags and from outside
it was coated with tar because of its black colour it was called kalobhari. The kazi/contractors

kept all amount and did not pay to the potters they were forced to carry such heavy loads.
(Gurung, 2011)

The trade route to Tibet was maintained by British during colonization for which they
hired local contractors and also paid for this work but Kazi used their peasants without
paying any wages. (Gurung, 2011)
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The peasants on the occasions of festivity offered gifts to Mandals and Zamindars like
meat, cur, banana and other items along with theki and wage less labour called Bethi.
(Sashi, 2017)

At times of kalobhari some people stayed back and wait for the commodities arrive during
such phase they had to survive with their own for several days. However later Sir Tashi
Namgyal abolished the system. (Sashi, 2017)

Gurung, Mangar, Rai, Sunwar, Mukhia, Jogi, Thami, Yakha, Bahun, Chettri and Newar.
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Abstract

The COVID-19-led prolonged pandemic has affected all countries around the globe, including
India. The present article is intended to examine the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
the livelihoods and food security of marginal workers in informal sectors in South Kolkata,
West Bengal, India, using primary data. Along with simple descriptive statistics, tables,
and graphs, the study uses the Gini coefficient, Lorenz curve, and binary logistic model to
analyse livelihoods and food security. The result shows that most of the low-paid marginal
workers of the informal sector became vulnerable by losing their livelihoods and being
forced to engage in the non-experienced job of selling daily necessities during the COVID-
19 pandemic. The squeeze of occupational diversity followed by remarkable income reduction
(60%) leads to an increase in the degree of poverty (40-60%) and a lower consumption
expenditure on food (57%), education (77%), and health (72%). At that time, food insecurity
doubled, from 21 percent chronic food insecurity to 40 percent transitory food insecurity.
Though inequality in income and food consumption is reduced, inequality in education
and health care increased. Along with some inclusion and exclusion errors, the government’s
social security measures provided great support to achieve food security for poor and
vulnerable households in this COVID-19 pandemic crisis period.

Key words : COVID-19 pandemic, food security, inequality, informal sector, livelihoods
1. Introduction

The prolonged pandemic situation of the corona virus has massively affected the economy,
society, and culture across the world (Tobish 2020). Thus, the uncertainty arising from the
recent pandemic has led to changes in livelihood and access to food for a large section of
people around the globe, particularly in India. In reality, the poor, the low-income group,
and even a large proportion of the middle class have suffered much under this situation
since their livelihoods were affected (Bhagat et al. 2020; Harris et al. 2020), particularly the
poor income groups who feel insecure about accessing food (Papademetriou et al. 2010;
Fan 2020; Roy et al. 2020). Livelihoods are sacrificed under this pandemic and vulnerable
sections of the society were not able to meet their basic necessities. As a result, malnutrition
and hunger arose. In this context, Mahapatra (2020) mentioned in the Oxfam report that
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121 million people in India suffered from starvation because of high rate of unemployment,
shortage of food, and disruption of the supply chain. The government of India has shown
solidarity by supporting measures in this time of crisis by providing various medical and
health care facilities and economic measures for the poor and vulnerable people in this
pandemic situation. However, millions of migrants did not get these benefits (Anwar et
al. 2020). These were not sufficient to protect their livelihoods and entrench nutrition
vulnerability (Padhee 2020). In this respect, Nobel laureates Banerjee and Duflo (2020)
suggested that the government should have been much bolder with the social transfer
package scheme, which could have helprd eradicate poverty (Evan and Popova 2014).

Most research has been done on livelihood patterns under the Corona pandemic at
the national and international levels. But there is a lack of regional and micro level studies
in the existing literature. This study intended to examine how pandemic effects livelihoods
among marginal workers in the informal sector in South Kolkata, West Bengal. The specific
objectives are to analyse the impact of the Corona pandemic. These are as follows :
i) occupation, ii) income and consumption, iii) inequality, and iv) food security.

The rest of the study is arranged in six sections. The literature review has been discussed
in Section 2. Section 3 describes material and methods followed by results in section 4,
discussion in section 5 and conclusion in section 6.

2. Literature Review

Livelihood refers to the capacity to acquire necessities in order to satisfy the basic needs of
households. By livelihood we mean different ways meeting daily needs and sources of
earnings (Chambers and Conway 1992). Livelihood is a concept that comprises the assets,
the activities, and the access through which living is gained (Ellis 2000). Carney (1998)
also mentioned capabilities, both material and resource assets comprise livelihood (Campbell
et al. 2002), and means of living activities are also necessary. Nayyar (2020) observed that
lives and livelihoods are correlated. However, the stability of livelihoods is disturbed by
shocks and stresses (Speranza 2014; Chambers and Conway 1992).

Over the years, food security has been defined in many ways. The definition of food
security given by the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) is mostly cited. According
to this definition, by food security, we mean the accessibility of nutritious food in sufficient
amount to the entire population at any time so that people can meet their balanced diet
and food requirements (FAO 2008). This definition has three pillars, namely; availability,
accessibility, and absorption, which relate to many dimensions like hunger and deprivation,
malnutrition, health and hygiene, chronic food insecurity, transitory food insecurity,
entitlements, human rights, and social and cultural preferences. In this paper, we simply
focused on hunger by examining access to food. If a household secures at least two square
meals a day for all its members, the household is treated as food secure. Hossfelt et al.
(2018) realized that if households do not have enough food to be healthy and active, they
are treated as food insecure. Bene (2000) observed that food insecurity arises from two
reinforced issues, such as, structural issues and shocks for low and middle-income groups.
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Sarah and Mehrul (2004) found a correlation between food security and livelihood security
and state that food security is the outcome derived from livelihood security.

Our food security system and supply chain have also been affected by this pandemic
(Summerton 2020). Foods were sold at mounting prices; fresh vegetables were unavailable;
if sometimes available, they were beyond the reach of the common people; and there was
panic buying and hoarding of essential food items, particularly potatoes, onions, gingers,
etc. (Pothan 2020). In some cases, the people were being forced to consume low-quality
staple foods due to their poverty (World Bank 2020). Some undernourished people committed
suicide in this pandemic situation (Mardones et al. 2020). In India, the labourers of the
informal sector were worst affected by the pandemic (Pandey 2020; Chandrasekhar et al.
2020). They need social protection, which includes basic necessities as well as economic
security (Bhagat et al. 2020). In a study, it was observed that direct government intervention
in health and education during the pandemic will indirectly reduce income inequality in
society (Das et al., 2021).

3. Material and Methods
3.1 Database

For this study, we collected primary data from four areas of South Kolkata, namely, Garia,
Tollyganj, Anandapur, and Ballygunge, from May 2020 to December 2020. These areas
were chosen purposely for the study as people of the area were severely affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic and were situated in the vicinity of our residence. During the lockdown
period, normal surveys were not possible. It was also difficult to collect phone numbers
from pandemic-affected, poor, and marginalized sections of the population. People were
only allowed to go outside to purchase or sell daily necessities. Therefore we targeted
collecting data from people coming into the market. At least two or three days in a week
during market hours, by maintaining COVID-19 protocols, every day 2 to 4 people were
interrogated who had free time and were willing to give an interview. We followed the
random sampling method for data collection. In this way, we were able to collect information
from 194 respondents. Out of 194 samples, 75 from Garia, 75 from Ballygunje, 71 from
Tollygunje, and 73 from Anandapur were collected. For the interview, we used a structured
questionnaire consisting of socio-economic-demographic characteristics of respondent’s
households before and during pandemic. Occupation, income, food and non-food
consumption expenditure, access to number of meals, accessibility of central and state
government social security schemes like free rations, free cooking gas, cash transfers, etc.
Were items of enquiry.

3.2 Research instruments

In this paper, we applied simple descriptive statistics, tables, and graphs to show the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the lives and livelihoods of people in South Kolkata. At the
same time, we used the Gini coefficient and Lorenz curve to examine inequality in the
distribution of income and expenditure before and during the corona virus pandemic. We
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measured food security in terms of a household’s access to two square meals a day for all
its members. To examine the impact of the pandemic on households” access to food, a
logistic regression model was estimated. where the dependent variable Yi (access to two
square meals a day or not) is binary. Typically, it involves two categories: If all the members
of a respondent household accessed at least two square meals a day, it was coded as Y =1
(yes response), and if they were unable to access two square meals a day (no response), it
was coded as Y = 0. The model has been specified in the present study as follows :

P =P(Y)=F(C)=— "
(1+e™)

P
loglodds]=Ci=a + X, . +vD., where —— = odds
glodds] D B X +7D; p
and P, denotes the probability of “yes’ response, and (1-P,) denotes the probability of ‘no’
response.
F (C) = CDF of the logistic function; e = base of natural logarithms; C. indicates the
predictor variable; D represents dummy explanatory variables (e.g., SC/ST = 0, General/

OBC =1), and X represents quantitative explanatory variables.
4 Results

The results section of the study is divided into five parts. At first, we analysed the occupational
patterns of households prior to and during the corona virus pandemic in Section 4.1, followed
by their income and consumption patterns in Section 4.2. Poverty and inequality in income
and consumption among the sample households were analysed in Sections 4.3 and 4.4. In
the last section (section 4.5), a logistic regression model was estimated to identify the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic on access to food.

4.1 Changes in Occupational Pattern

The socio-economic characteristics of the sample households are presented in Table 1.
Most of the respondents (42.55%) were middle-aged (41-60 years). The second major category
(38.3%) was young people (21-40 years), and the rest (19 percent) of the respondents were
older than 60 years (Table 1). Among social categories, most of the respondents belonged
to the general caste, and the least percentage of respondents were scheduled tribes (ST).
Scheduled caste (SC) people comprise the second-highest percentage of respondents. As
per the educational standard, nearly half of the respondents were middle school educated;
one-fourth were primary educated; and the rest were secondary or higher level educated.
Among the casual labourers, most of them belonged to the scheduled caste. Most of the
primary-educated populations were casual labourers.

The distribution of monthly per capita income (MPCI) shows that before the pandemic,
most of the sample households belonged to low-income groups (see Table 1). The economic
activities of respondents are classified into two broad categories: casual and non-casual.
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Before the pandemic, 37 percent of respondents were engaged in casual work, and 63
percent of sample respondents were engaged in non-casual work. Non-casual work was
again classified into two major occupational groups: self-employed (41%), and regular
salaried jobs (22%) (figure 1, panel A). Casual workers comprise daily wage labour, bus
conductors, bus helpers, migrant labour, train hawkers, maid servants, sweepers, sweet
shop workers, etc. Fuchkawala, pan-shop vendor, tea shop vendor, toto-driver, car driver,
trolley van puller, and vegetable vendors worked as self-employed jobs. A regular salaried
job comprised factory labour, such as, jute factory labour, fan factory labour, light factory
labour, garment factory labour, shopping mall employee, etc. Out of regular salaried people,
only 8.5 percent were employed in formal sectors (here, shopping malls). It implies that
91.5 percent of the total sample households were employed in the informal sector before
the pandemic.

This situation drastically changed during the prolonged corona virus pandemic. Most
of the respondents and the working members had either changed their primary occupations
and were engaged in different self-employed jobs or remained jobless. Nature of their
work did not permit them to work from home. They had no legal or economic security.
They became vulnerable after losing their jobs during the pandemic crisis. Under the strict
lockdown, only daily necessities were free from restrictions, and the vulnerable people in
this situation had no option other than to engage themselves in selling daily necessities or
remain unemployed. During the pandemic, 47 percent of the sample respondents were
engaged in vegetable vending, whereas 53 percent were selling high-value foods like eggs,
fish, meat, fruit, and milk (Figure 1, Panel B). In order to start their small business, 49
percent of households used their past savings, and 44 percent took loans from relatives or
money lenders. Rest of the seven percent of respondents reported that due to lack of money
to invest in business, they were forced to sell different types of leafy vegetables collected
from common pool land and water resources to earn their livelihood. They are mainly
women who worked as maid servants before the pandemic and lost their jobs due to fear
of infection during the pandemic. There was also a squeeze on occupational diversity. In
the pre-pandemic situation, people were engaged in different diversified jobs, but during
the pandemic, people were forced to sell only daily necessities to earn their livelihoods.

4.2 Income and consumption pattern

We observed that the average monthly per capita income (MPCI) of respondent households
drastically declined by 60 percent from Rs. 2564 to Rs. 1018 (Table 2) during the strict
pandemic compared to the pre-pandemic situation. The mean difference in MPCI between
these two periods is statistically significant. The decline in income is shown to be highest
among the bottom 20 percent of the population (Figure 2). Before the pandemic, there
were 38 percent of the population in the first two income classes; however, during the
pandemic, the bottom two income classes comprised 88 percent of the population.

Most of the respondents have no prior experience in these new jobs. Hence, their
earnings were affected, lowering their income. As the jobless people during the pandemic
were engaged in selling daily necessities, on the supply side there were too many sellers,
which reduced their profit margin. Again, as people were staying at home during lockdown,
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the result was low income. Hence, on the demand side, there was less demand for goods
and services. Consequently, the income of marginalized people decreased remarkably.

It was observed that the different components of expenditure also declined radically
(Table 2). Average monthly per capita food expenditure (MPFE) declined by 57 percent
from Rs. 1958 to Rs. 847. Majority of the population during the pandemic fell within the
2" 3rd, and 4th decile classes from the bottom (Figure 3). It also revealed that as the
MPCI decreases in absolute amount, the percentage of income spent on food during the
pandemic increases, which follows Engel’s law. The squeeze on job opportunities and the
fall in income were the major reasons behind the decline in food expenditure (Rs) among
marginal workers.

Education expenditure during the pandemic declined sharply by 77 percent from Rs.
135 to Rs. 31 (Table 2). More than 56 percent of the population spent zero on education
(Figure 4). Health expenditures also declined by 72 percent, from Rs. 127 to Rs. 35. Nearly
46 percent of the population spent nothing on treatment during the pandemic (Figure 5).
During the pandemic, households were forced to spend more on daily necessities than
education and health. At the same time, educational institutions were closed during the
strict lockdown. Therefore, the requirement for educational kits was low among poor
households. The percentage of households spending nothing for educational purposes
increases from 21 percent to 56 percent (Figure 8). This indicates the negative impact of
COVID-19 on education. Children of poor and marginalized workers had no capability to
look after their children’s education and were great sufferers. In some cases, children were
being forced to help their parents as child labour.

There were also restrictions on hospitals and health care institutions during the strict
lockdown, which also lowered medical expenditure. The percentage of households with
zero spending for health care and medical treatment increases from 20 percent to 45 percent
(Figure 9). It also indicates the negative impact of the pandemic on health. Poor and
marginalized people were facing difficulties in accessing health care facilities during the
pandemic, which in turn worsened the illness of chronic patients and, in some cases, led
to their deaths. Before the pandemic, respondent households were able to save 4 percent
of their income; however, during the pandemic, households faced hardship in meeting
food and necessities with their limited income.

4.3 Poverty :

According to the Tendulkar committee report, in urban India, if a person is unable to earn
Rs 32 in a day, he or she is treated as poor (Panagariya & Mukim 2014). Whereas, according
to the World Bank, if a person’s earning fell below $1.25 in a day (as per the price level of
2005), the person would be treated as poor (Ravallion et al., 2009). According to the World
Bank’s poverty line, poverty among sample households increases by more than 53 percent.
As per Tendulkar’s poverty line (inflation adjusted), the percentage of sample households
lying below poverty sharply increases by more than three times, from 19.15 percent to
61.70 percent (Figure 3). The Rangarajan committee amended the poverty line of the Tendulkar
committee to Rs. 1407 per capita per month for urban areas in 2014 (India Today 2014).
According to this estimation, the percentage of people living below the poverty line during
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a pandemic rises by approximately 60 percent. That means, in any method, the incidence
of poverty increases at an intolerable rate during a pandemic.

4.4 Inequality :

The inequality of income and expenditure in this study before and during the pandemic was
measured by the Gini coefficient (Table 3). Income inequality among sample households
was reduced during a pandemic situation compared to a normal situation. Inequality in food
expenditure was also reduced during the pandemic. However, it is very important to note
that inequality in health expenditure increased during this pandemic. Similarly, inequality
in education expenditures also increased during the pandemic situation. The pattern of
inequality of income and expenditure is also visualised in the Lorenz curve (Figures 7, 8, 9,
and 10).

4.5 Logistic Regression Model

In this section, we examined how the food security of poor and vulnerable groups was
affected by this pandemic. At the micro level, food security was measured in this paper
simply in terms of the number of meals accessed per day by members of households. If a
household secured at least two square meals a day for all its members, it was treated as a
food-secure household. Following this norm, we estimated that before the pandemic, members
of 21 percent of sample households did not access two square meals per day. It indicates
the chronic food insecurity that crops up due to prolonged poverty and low income. At
the same time, it was also estimated that large sections of households (40%) were unable
to obtain two square meals per day during the pandemic. This indicates transitory food
insecurity that was perpetuated by the shocks of the COVID-19 pandemic. As a result,
food insecurity in terms of access to meals doubles during a pandemic situation.

To find out the factors that affect the accessibility of at least two meals per day, we
used a binary logistic model. The dependent variable was whether all the members of the
respondent households consumed at least two square meals a day (yes = 1 or no = 0). We
have estimated two logistic models, one for before the pandemic and another for during
the pandemic. The notations and specifications of explanatory variables have been revealed
in these models (see Table 4).

Interpretation of Model 1 (before the pandemic) :

The P value and R? of the estimated logistic model show that model 1 was overall statistically
significant (Table 5). The nature of occupation, caste, education, MPCI, and household
size are important factors responsible for that. All these factors, except household size,
were positively related and statistically significant. The result indicates that if the respondents
were engaged in non-casual work, the household had greater chances of accessing two
meals per day. Non-SC/ST households had a higher probability of securing two square
meals per day compared to SC/ST households. If the education level of the household
head was higher, the family would have more chances to arrange two square meals per
day for its members. Again, the monthly per capita income of a household, is the higher
than the probability of getting two meals per day.
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Interpretation of Model 2 (during the pandemic) :

The P value and R? indicate that the overall estimated logistic model 2 was statistically
significant (Table 6). Out of all explanatory variables, nature of occupation, MPCI, state ration,
central ration, and gas connection are statistically significant and positively related. The nature
of the occupation shows that if the respondents were engaged in vegetable vending, they
would have lower chances of obtaining two square meals per day compared to selling eggs,
fish, meat, fruit, etc. Again, the higher the income level of a household, the higher the
probability of securing two meals per day. In the pandemic situation, the central and state
governments relief materials (free food grains through the public distribution system and
cooking gas cylinders) made a great contribution to securing food for families. Those families
that were included in the government’s social security scheme have more chances to secure
meals twice a day. In the pandemic situation, caste, education, household size, and cash
transfers had no impact on the accessibility of food because the livelihoods of all types of
households were more or less affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the sample
households, 60 percent obtained central rations and 73 percent obtained state rations through
the public distribution system (PDS). The remaining households were excluded from PDS
due to some error or problem in the identification of beneficiary households.

5. Discussion :

The results of the present study have many reflections in the literature. A study by the World
Bank (2020) found that most wage earners in India became casual labourers under this
pandemic. Singh et al. (2020) also found a similar result in Punjab: casual labour was mostly
affected in terms of fall in income and employment during the pandemic. Some have found
that urban self-employed were worst affected, and about 90 percent of respondents reported
losing their employment during the pandemic (Surabhi et al. 2020; Khan et al. 2020). Daily
wage earners in India have been compelled to turn into vegetable vendors under this
coronavirus pandemic (Meher et al. 2020). Patnaik (2020) revealed that the per capita income
of the working class declined in the pandemic situation, and the poor and vulnerable had
limited opportunities, thus earning low wages (Hamiduzzaman et al. 2020). There was a
sharp decline in demand for goods during the strict lockdown period (Chowdury et al. 2020).
Alarge number of people were compelled to turn into vegetable dealers, leading to an increase
in the number of suppliers (Meher et al. 2020; Srivastava 2020). Actually, loss of jobs, decline
inincome, and low consumption have a detrimental effect on business and trade (International
Labour Organisation 2020; Arora 2020). Reductions in income during the pandemic resulted
in disruptions in the accessibility of food in households (Cariappa et al. 2020). Pathak et al.
(2020) have shown that millions of people in India were not able to avail of subsidised ration
articles due to exclusion errors and wrong calculations. The income inequality among high-
paid salaried persons and low- and very-low-paid salaried persons widened during lockdown
as the latter have no option to work from home (Muggah 2020). Monthly time series of data
from CMIE reveal that there has been a steady increase in unemployment in rural and urban
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areas since February 2020, when the coronavirus pandemic spread throughout the country.
We see reverse migration due to this coronavirus pandemic (Sing 2020). Food insecurity and
poverty among vulnerable populations in society have increased in this pandemic due to job
losses (Ribeiro-Silva 2020).

6. Conclusion

We conclude that poor people, marginal workers in the informal sector, and people of
low-income groups were severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Most of the people
in these categories had lost their jobs and were compelled to engage in selling daily necessities,
in which they had no past experience, which led to a drastic decline in their earnings. A
fall in income in turn perpetuates an increasing incidence of poverty and a reduction in
consumption expenditures on food, education, and health care. Even if people struggled
to secure two square meals a day. Inequality of income and food expenditure slightly
declined, but inequality in education and health care rose. However, the central and state
governments social security schemes in terms of free supply of food grains through PDS
and cooking gas support vulnerable people in securing food for family members. But cash
transfers to the female member were insufficient compared to the needs and income loss
of the family and had no impact on securing food for the households.

7. Recommendations

Cash transfer should have continued to sustain the lives of marginal and vulnerable workers
and raise aggregate demand in the market (Banerjee and Duflo, 2020). Local political parties
should be loyal to reduce inclusion and exclusion errors in the beneficiary lists of the state
and central governments social security schemes to secure entitlements. The revival of
small and micro enterprises through the government’s initiatives will be fruitful in creating
massive employment opportunities, increasing income, reducing poverty, and reducing
food insecurity. The agricultural sector must be given top priority to ensure sustainability
in the production of food and the supply of inputs.
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Tables
Table 1: Socio-economic characteristics of occupational groups before Pandemic
Casual Labour | Regular salaried | Self employed | Grand Total
Occupational group 72 (37.23) 43 (22.34) 79 (40.43) 194 (100)
Caste
G 16 (22.86) 23 (52.38) 33 (42.11) 72 (37.23)
OBC 7 (8.57) 8 (19.05) 25 (31.58) 40 (20.21)
SC 39 (54.29) 12 (28.57) 19 (23.68) 70 (36.17)
ST 10 (14.29) 0 (0) 2 (2.63) 12 (6.38)
Education
Primary 45 (62.86) 6 (14.29) 2 (2.63) 53 (27.66)
Middle 27 (37.14) 25 (57.14) 37 (47.37) 89 (45.74)
secondary and above 0 (0) 12 (28.57) 40 (50) 52 (26.6)
Age
21-40 years 19 (25.71) 18 (42.86) 37 (47.37) 74 (38.3)
41-60 years 28 (37.14) 20 (47.62) 35 (44.74) 83 (42.55)
above 60 years 27 (37.14) 4 (9.52) 6 (7.89) 37 (19.15)
decile classes of
MPCI
0-870 9 (11.43) 8 (19.05) 21 (26.32) 38 (19.15)
870-1740 12 (17.14) 10 (23.81) 19 (23.68) 41 (21.28)
1740-2610 19 (25.71) 7 (14.29) 25 (31.58) 51 (25.53)
2610-3480 12 (17.14) 6 (14.29) 6 (7.89) 24 (12.77)
3480-4350 10 (14.29) 6 (14.29) 4 (5.26) 20 (10.64)
4350-5220 6 (8.57) 0 (0) 2 (2.63) 8 (4.26)
5220-6090 2 (2.86) 2 (4.76) 0(0) 4 (2.13)
6960-7830 2 (2.86) 2 (4.76) 0(0) 4 (2.13)
7830-8700 0(0) 2 (4.76) 0(0) 2 (1.06)
13920-14790 0 (0) 0 (0) 2 (2.63) 2 (1.06)

Source: Author’s calculation from Field survey data (June 2020- December 2020)
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Table 2: Change in income and expenditure structure during pandemic

Before Pandemic During pandemic |mean difference between
before and during pandemic
Mean % sD Mean % SD t-value P value
(Rs) (Rs)
MPCI 2564.20 [100.00 [1925.50 |1017.96 [100.00 |775.26 11.93 0.000
MPCFE |1957.82 | 76.35 |1497.77 | 847.37 | 83.24 | 645.14 11.15 0.000
MPCNFE| 242.52 9.46 | 212.77 | 104.03 | 10.22 | 87.48 7.69 0.000
MPCEE | 134.74 525 | 154.07| 31.42 | 3.09| 55.86 7.36 0.000
MPCHE | 127.20 496 | 152.06 | 35.13 | 3.45| 61.50 5.82 0.000

Note : MPCI= monthly per capita income, MPCFE= monthly per capita food expenditure,
MPCNFE= monthly per capita non-food expenditure, MPCEE= monthly per capita education
expenditure, MPCHE= monthly per capita health expenditure

Source : Author’s calculation from Field survey data (June 2020- December 2020)

Table 3: Inequality among the sample households before and during coronavirus pandemic

Gini coefficient Before pandemic During pandemic
MPCI Gini coefficient 0.114364 0.10146
MPCEFE Gini coefficient 0.185962 0.099641
MPCHE Gini coefficient 0.674361 0.99713
MPCEE Gini coefficient 0.193839 0.240243

Note : MPCI=Monthly per capita income, MPCFE = Monthly per capita food expenditure, MPCHE =
Monthly per capita health expenditure, MPCEE = Monthly per capita Education expenditure,

Source : Author’s calculation from field Survey data

Table 4 : Notation, Specification of variables used in Logit estimation for two models

Before Pandemic
Notation of Variables | Specification
Occupation Nature of occupation : If the respondent is engaged in casual
work = 0, otherwise = 1
SC/ST If the respondent is belonging to SC or ST = 0, otherwise =1
Household size Number of family members
Education Years of schooling of the respondent
MPCI Monthly per capita income of the respondent household
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During Pandemic

Self-employment

Nature of occupation : If the respondent is engaged in vegetable
vending = 0, fruit, fish, egg meat vending =1

SC/ST If the respondent is belonging to SC or ST = 0, otherwise =1
Education Years of schooling of the respondent
MPCI Monthly per capita income of the respondent household

Household size

Number of family members

State ration

If the households obtain Ration from state government during
pandemic = 1, otherwise = 0

Central ration

If the households obtain Ration from central government during
pandemic = 1, otherwise = 0

Cash transfer

If the households obtain cash benefit from central government during
pandemic = 1, otherwise =0

Gas connection

If the households obtain free gas cylinder from central government
during pandemic = 1, otherwise = 0

Table 5 : Logit model 1 : Factors that affect in accessing two square meal per day before

pandemic (yes =1, no = 0)

Coefficients Std. Err. 4 P>z [95% Conf. | Interval]
Occupation 2.481605 1.208979 2.05 0.040 0.11205 4.851161
SC/ST 1.447288 0.851162 1.7 0.089 [ -0.22096 3.115535
Education 0.460876 0.230007 2 0.045 | 0.010072 0.911681
MPCI 0.001177 0.00059 1.99 0.046 | 2.02E-05 0.002334
Household size -0.06947 0.24455 -0.28 0.776 | -0.54878 0.409835
_cons -4.56037 2.599426 -1.75 0.079 | -9.65515 0.53441

Number of observations = 194

Prob > chi2 =0

LR chi2(5) = 357.8

Pseudo R2 = 0.594

Source : Author’s calculation from Field survey data (June 2020- December 2020)
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Table 6 : Logit model 2 : factors that affect in getting two square meal per day during
pandemic (yes = 1, no = 0)

Coefficients Std. Err. Z P>z [95% Conf. | Interval]
Occupation 1.92 0.86 2.24 0.025 0.24 3.60
SC/ST 1.13 0.93 1.22 0.224 -0.69 2.94
Education 0.02 0.14 0.16 0.873 -0.26 0.31
Household size -0.16 0.28 -0.58 0.560 -0.72 0.39
MPCI 0.00 0.00 1.70 0.089 0.00 0.00
State ration 3.58 1.20 2.98 0.003 1.23 5.94
Central Ration 4.72 1.34 3.52 0.000 2.09 7.34
Cash transfer -0.03 0.90 -0.04 0.970 -1.79 1.72
Gas connection 3.04 0.94 3.24 0.001 1.20 4.88
_cons -8.29 2.53 -3.28 0.001 -13.24 -3.34

Number of observations = 194 Prob. > chi2 =0.000 LR chi2(9) =580.2 Pseudo R2 =0.6323
Log likelihood = -423.322808

Source : Author’s calculation from Field survey data (June 2020- December 2020)

Figures
Figure 1 : Distribution of sample respondents by their occupation before and during pandemic

A. Before pandemic

B. During Pandemic
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Source : Author’s calculation from Field survey data (June 2020- December 2020)
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Fig-2 : distribution of population by income class

Fig-3 : distribution of respondents by food expenditure
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Fig 6 : Percentage of people lying below poverty line
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Figure-7 : Lorenz curve of MPCI

Figure-8 : Lorenz curve of food expenditure
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Fig-9 : Lorenz curve of Education expenditure Fig-10 : Lorenz curve of health expenditure
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Lexical Borrowing from English into Bodo
Rujab Muchahary

Abstract

Borrowing from one language to another is common in every language around the world.
It is an outcome of language and cultural contact. Lexical borrowing (loanword) in linguistics
is a term that defines a process of speakers adopting words from a source or donor language
into their native language vocabulary. Bodo (Boro), a Boro-Garo (BG) language of the Tibeto-
Burman (TB) language family largely spoken in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam, India,
has a huge number of English borrowed words used in their daily livelihood. English
borrowing in Bodo is found in the form of words with no change in meaning and structure,
words with partial phonetic change, loan translation and alphabetic loanword. For many
reasons, the Bodo speakers borrowed many English words for better communication.British
colonialism resulted in the establishment of English medium schools by the missionaries
in Bodo dominated areas which encouraged rise of English medium education among the
Bodos. Other factors include learning English as the second language regarding its prestige
as a global language, the impact of globalization, the impact of electronic and social media
and also the development of science and technology played an important role in borrowing
English words into Bodo. Borrowing of English established a relationship between English
(a language of the Indo-European language family) and Bodo (A language of the Tibeto-
Burman language family) which are linguistically from different sources. This paper is an
attempt to highlight the words borrowed from English into Bodo vocabulary. This paper
also emphasizes the different causes for borrowing English into Bodo.

Keywords : Bodo language, Lexical borrowing (loanword), Bodo vocabulary, English words, Causes
of the Borrowing

1. Introduction

The Bodo, the term which also signifies the name of the community, is a language of the
Boro-Garo (BG), a group of languages of the Tibeto-Burman (TB) language family primarily
spoken in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam of Northeast India (Jacquesson 2008:14-15),
(Wood 2008:iv). The generic term “Bodo” was first applied by B.H. Hodgson in 1847 during
the study of BG group of languages (Grierson 1903:1). Endle (1911: xvi) stated that the
river names of the whole Brahmaputra valley are Bodo names, and it is demonstrable that
the Bodos were the aborigines of the valley. Besides Assam, the Bodo speakers are also
found in the bordering states of Assam of Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, West
Bengal, and in the country of Nepal. Bodo was introduced as a medium of instruction in
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the year 1963 by the government of Assam and included in the eighth schedule of the
Indian constitution in 2003. As per the census report of the Govt. of India in 2011, there are
14, 16125 Bodo (mother tongue) speakers in India (census report, 2011).

English belongs to the Endo-European family of languages. English is a global language
(Crystal, 2003:47). It has been accepted worldwide as the lingua franca in the field of global
industries and adopted by the people of the world as the most popular language during
second language learning. As a global language, it plays a special role in business and
travelling. One of English’s significant roles is opening entrances to the academic world. It
is a language that gives opportunities to access entertainment, media, and the internet
world. In this regard, English as a global language is valued by international business,
academic, and entertainment organizations.

2. Objectives of the study

The main objective of this paper is to bring to light the words borrowed from English into
Bodo vocabulary. This paper also emphasizes the different reasons for borrowing English
into Bodo.

3. Methodology

The researcher as a native speaker of Bodo language used the observation method and
collected the primary data from his knowledge as well as informants from different sex,
age and profession. Secondary data are collected from the books and journals. The researcher
described the data using a descriptive method.

4. What is Borrowing?

Borrowing is a linguistic term and borrowed words are also known as loanwords. Borrowing
from one language to another is a common linguistic phenomenon happening every day
around the world. It is usually used in comparative and historical linguistics to refer to a
linguistic form taken over by one language or dialect from another (Crystal 2008:58).
Borrowing is also considered as a type of transfer of linguistic elements or features from
one language to another and this happens due to the process of language contact (Kuteva
2017:165).

Borrowing is a process, in which one language replicates a linguistic feature from
another language either wholly or partially (Durkin 2014:3). This process might occur at
any time when two cultures come into close contact over a period of time (Hoffer 2002).
This process might also be called an adoption as the speakers do adopt linguistic elements
or ideas from a second language i.e. source language into their own (Haugen 1950), (Hoffer,
2005).

Borrowing is a consequence of language or cultural contact. This contact might be
direct or indirect. In direct contact, people borrow linguistic elements depending on different
verbal situations and bilingual situations. In indirect contact, people borrow linguistic
elements via books or writing documents. Electronic media- radio and television also play
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indirectly an important role in language contact. Hoffer (2002:2) explained that the invention
of the radio and television took another type of role in language and cultural contact in the
spread of linguistic elements. According to him the globalization of markets for products
from around the world has resulted in advertisements that often carry not only foreign
names but foreign terms. Most recently, social media also played a significant role in indirect
contact which resulted in linguistic borrowing from one language to another. According
to Donald Winford (2002), language may contact depending on three kinds of linguistic
situations- language maintenance, language shift and creation of new contact languages.

The language from which linguistic elements are borrowed is known as the donor or
source language and the language into which these linguistic elements are borrowed is
known as the recipient (Alvanoudi 2018:3).

Researchers classified borrowing in different ways. Haugen (1950), classified five
different types of borrowing- (1) Loanword (the word and the meaning are borrowed) (2)
Loan-translation (literal word-for-word translation of both parts of the lending compound)
(3) Loan-rendition (the translation vaguely captures the original meaning) (4) Loan-blend
(one part of the compound is borrowed, the other one translated) (5) Semantic loan (only
the meaning is borrowed, not the word). Tania Kuteva (2017:165), traditionally classified
borrowing into two major types- (1) lexical borrowing and (2) structural borrowing. She
sub-divided lexical borrowing into Loanwords and loan translation, and structural borrowing
into phonetic/phonological features, morphological features, and syntactic features. M.P.
Sinha (2005:173-174), who studied loanwords classified them into three types- (1) Pure
Loanwords (the form and meaning are borrowed with no or some modifications). (2) Loan
Blend (the meaning and part of the word are borrowed with the addition of native syllables),
and (3) Loan shift (words that are a combination of foreign and native morphemes are
called loan shifts).

5. English borrowed words into Bodo

Borrowing is a common phenomenon happening among languages around the world.
Bodo, a TB language also has many borrowed words from a wide range of different sources.
The Bodo vocabulary is rich with loanwords from different languages of the country and
from foreign languages. It has many borrowed words from the Indian languages like
Assamese, Bengali and Hindi. Lots of foreign words from English, Portuguese and Persian
are also directly or indirectly found incorporated in Bodo.

Borrowing of English into Indian languages might have started from the colonial age.
In India, the British administration was started in the early 19" century (Isaka, 2004). They
came to India mainly for the purposes of the trade and business, however, ruled India for
a long period nearly 200 years (Mastoi, Ali Lohar & Ali Shah, 2018). They introduced
English as a language of administration and also established English medium schools.
This indirect impose of English language to the Indians changed the linguistic situation of
India and subsequently, lots of English words were incorporated into the Indian language’s
vocabulary.
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At present, English, an Indo-European language is a widely spoken language of the
world; as a result, it has become one of the main sources of loan words in many languages.
In Bodo vocabulary also many English words are adopted. Being a global language, it has
had an impact on the Bodo for a long period. Lexical borrowings from English to Bodo are
found in four types. These are :

(1) Lexical borrowing without any change

(2) Lexical borrowing with partial phonetic change
(3) Loan translation and

(4) Alphabetic loan words

5.1 Lexical Borrowing without any Change

Lexical borrowing without any change of borrowing is also known as a pure loan word
(Sinha, 2005). Bodos borrowed lots of English words without any change or modification
and use in their daily conversation. Such kinds of words are usually noun words. For
example, the words hotel, town, address, committee, business, agenda, salary, doubtare commonly
used by them as borrowed words without any change of meaning, pronunciation and
structure.

Pursuing of education in English medium schools is increasing day by day. The thought
of English as a global language and learning English as a second language influenced
borrowing of words. As a result, many educational terms are directly included in Bodo.
For example, the words- College, hostel, principal, admission, class, degree, warden, certificate,
research etc. are used as native words by the Bodo speakers.

A set of time and measurement, medical and sports related terms are also adopted by
the Bodo speakers without any change in the case of meaning and word structure. Time
and measurement terms- time, second, litre, gram, kilogram, kilometre; medical terms- hospital,
nurse, pharmacy, operation, caesarean, medicine, tablet and sports-related terms- cricket, football,
volleyball, basketball etc. are a few words adopted by the Bodo speakers.

Similarly, many words related to electronic devices, transport and communication
and finance are also borrowed by the Bodos to fulfill their needs for words. Electronic
devices terms- computer, laptop, printer, charger, camera, telephone, mobile, battery; transport
and communication-related words- bus, train, cycle, motor, tyre, bike, car, station; financial
terms- bank, cheque, transfer, customer, loan, bill, manager are also used by the Bodo speakers
without any change of its meaning and structure.

Likewise, many administrative terms- officer, police, military, office and household related
articles cup,bottle, basin, ceiling, bathroom, toilet, kitchen, gate, toothbrush, cup, fan, dustbin,
cooker etc. are also frequently used as borrowed words in their daily life.

Apart from the noun words, a few verbs are also borrowed by the Bodos. For example-
target, pass, fail etc. These words are used as lexical borrowing in different verbal situations
and purposes. Interestingly, verbs like received, called, cut, send, download and delete are
also frequently used by the speakers during the use of the mobile phone and computer. As
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such, a few adjective words like normal, ideal, tasty, out, urgent etc. are also commonly used
by the Bodos as loan words in their conversation. These terms are usually used by new
generations of literate persons.

5.2 Lexical Borrowing with partial phonetic change

A huge number of borrowed words with partial phonetic change are available in the
vocabulary of the Bodo. Such kinds of words are mainly used by those having insufficient
knowledge of the English spelling system and pronunciation. In some words, }?honemes
are dropped as easy means of communication. The terms- t"ibson (tuition), ext'ra (x-ray),
ziyal (jail), dor (door), gelas (glass), ridio (radio), unisphecthor (inspector), dak™"ar (doctor) are
some examples of partial phonetic change used by the Bodos.

It is worth mentioning here that, Bodo has no use of phonemes /t/, /k/,and /{/. As
a result, in many verbal situations alternatively, they use /t"/, /k"/ and /s/ respectively
during pronunciation. It could be seen that, in a few words the English phoneme /t/
corresponds to /t"/ in Bodo. For example-t"ibul (table), and met"en—(meeting). A few examples
are also available where the English phoneme /k/ corresponds to / k/ in Bodo. For example-
K'erasin (kerosene). It could also be seen that in many words the English phoneme /ch/
corresponds to /s/ in Bodo. For example- t"9s (torch), suis (switch),in—si (inch), siyar (chair)
etc. Depending on the verbal situation, the English phoneme /t/ also corresponds to /d/
in Bodo. For example- minid (minute). In some selected words, English words started with
/s/ inserted /i/ in the initial position of the word in Bodo. For examples-isik"l (school),
ist"udend (student) etc. Some examples are also available where the correspondence of English
phoneme /f/ to /p"/ in Bodo could be seen. Examples- p"ud (feet) p"is (fee), p"rom (form)
etc. In this category of borrowing words, it could be observed that many words are used as
easy means of communication. The cause might be due to the lack of proper knowledge
about the actual spelling system and pronunciation of English. This type of borrowing is
usually seen among uneducated Bodo speakers.

5.3. Loan Translation

Apart from the lexical borrowing without any change and lexical borrowing with partial
phonetic change, a few English loan translations are also found in the vocabulary of the
Bodo. To fulfill their need for words for better communication they translated many English
words into Bodo. For example- phamphari, mulugswlwn—sali and subun—t"unlai. These three
words are loan translations of the words “syllabus’, university and folk literature respectively.
To fulfill the need for words and for academic purposes, the translation of selected words
from English to Bodo has been done. This type of initiative taken by the speakers enriched
the vocabulary of the Bodo language.

5.4 Alphabetic Loan Words

A few words consisting only of letters are also found as borrowed words in the vocabulary
of the Bodo language. For example- PIN, TV, ATM, DTP, PDF etc. Such kinds of borrowed
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words are very limited in number as compared to other types of borrowing.
6. Causes of the English Borrowing into Bodo

After close observation, some causes could be seen in the borrowing of English words into
Bodo. These are— (i) British colonization indirectly brought the missionaries with the aim
of spreading their religion and hence established many English medium schools which
resulted in the borrowing of English words into Bodo. (ii) Most of the people of the world
consider English as a global or international language. Because this language is widely
spoken and written for the purpose of business, academics, and politics by the majority of
the population in almost every corner of the world. Due to the prestige of the English
language as a global and international language, many Bodo parents sent their children to
English medium schools. This new trend of pursuing education through English also pushed
borrowing of many English words into Bodo. (iii) To communicate well with others, many
Bodo people learn English as a second language or foreign language which resulted in
borrowing different English words with diverse meanings. (iv) Modern day influence of
media, travelling and education has played a mighty role in the flow of English words
into Bodo. (v) To fulfill their needs or lack of words, the Bodo speakers borrowed many
English words. (vi) Today, social media and electronic media as a platform of cultural or
language contact play an important role in importing new words and the new generations
easily accepted it and used these words among their friend circles. This is also one of the
causes of the borrowing. (vii) Advances in modernization and globalization played an
important role in carrying many new English terms from different corners in day to day
life of the Bodos and (viii) Advance in science and technology is also one of the causes for
the borrowing of English.

7. Conclusion

Languages borrow words from different languages primarily for the purpose to communicate.
Like other languages, Bodo, a TB language is also not free from borrowing words from
other languages. Lots of borrowed words from different languages make Bodo vocabulary
rich, thereby expanding scope of communication. From the above discussion, it has been
clear that many English words have been borrowed without any change such as motor, cup
etc.; there are many words which have been borrowed with phonetic changes such as p"ud
(feet), isik"ol (school) etc. There are many words which have been translated into a Bodo
term such as subunt"i (personality), subunharimu (folklore). A few alphabetic loanwords also
have been directly adopted such as PIN, DTP etc. Language is ever evolving and hence we
can convincingly say that enrichment of a language will always carry on and borrowing
will play an important role in it.
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Abstract

The widespread availability of female deities in the Meitei pantheon showed the importance
of women in society. There has been subordination towards women as the male members
of the society are considered higher in social position. Since the early period, women have
shown the ability to blend both strength and tenderness in various scenarios. Nevertheless,
their rights and capabilities were veiled by the patriarchy and its related social norms. To
examine various aspects of women, the mythical narrations and literary traditions would
supplement the historical sources to study the past. Though certain mythical narrations
are doubtful about their historical value and facts, they reflect the then society. Prominently,
the Meitei pantheon has a comparative number of Lairemmas (Goddesses) with that of
their male divinity counterparts. Their role as a tutelary has various forms and understandings
in society. This paper attempts to accurately project the Lairemmas and their role in early
Meitei society.

Keywords : Divinity, Lairemmas, Meitei pantheon, religion, myths, women, Meitei Society.
Introduction

In early society, the socio-religious aspects were closely connected with the myths. Mostly,
all the mythical religious characters are well connected to certain supernatural phenomena.
A myth is defined as a story with symbolic elements representing cultural ideals (Caesar,
et al. 2012: 274). Scholars have argued that all creation myths are probably rooted in the
actual historical events of the past. The myths and legends furnished how the ancestors
led socio-religious and economic life. Understanding myths might enhance the historical
concept of women as essential agents of society. One may agree that women have always
been a crucial socio-economic driver of society. However, their roles were ignored to be
included conspicuously in the historical studies. There has been subordination towards
women as the male members of the society were considered higher in social position.
Scholars like Uma Chakravarti pointed out that although the subordination of women is a
common feature of almost all the stages of history in most parts of the world, the extent
and the form of that subordination has been conditioned by the social and cultural
environment in which women have been placed (Chakravarti, 1992: 127-144).

As far as the context of Manipur is concerned, the Meitei pantheon has a comparative
number of female deitieswith that of their male counterparts. Their role as a tutelary has
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various forms and understandings in society. The prevalence of female deities in the Meitei
pantheon engendered the acceptance of women in society. Women in Meitei society carried
out their daily livelihood by handling the household chores along with economic activities
such as getting vegetables and firewood, fishing, salt manufacturing, and pottery making
(Singh, 2021: 3). However, M. Gourachandra’s observation in forwarding note of Ksh.
Shanta’s Anganba Khunaida Nupigi Shaktam: Image of Women in Early Society highlighted
that instead of accounting for their significant status in the actual sense, society seems to
prefer worshipping women in various divine forms. Nevertheless, since the early days,
the role of women was assumed to be marginalized in different historical periods.

Inclusion and exclusion of the role of women in history writing

The marginalized status has been the primary experience of women as shown in historical
sources. It is argued that women have been systematically excluded from history writings
(Shah, 2006: 6). Gerda Lerner also observed that all history written so far is the history of
only half of the human race (Lerner, 1979: 3). Only by the 1970s, the studies of women and
its related aspects have evolved as a part of significant feminist movement in India. Such
a revolution opened up a larger platform and opportunity to study gender relations
thoroughly. The historical records of early Meitei society concerning women are no less
than such descriptions. The insertion of female deities as tutelary Goddesses has been
found in most instances in ancient literature, myths, legends, epigraphical records, etc.
Lairemma is a term connoted from the word Lai which means god. (Khagendra, 2016: 90).
The opinion of N. Khagendra further states that the concept of gods and goddesses might
have been invented by man due to the need for existence. B. Kulachandra Sharma stated
that the origin of goddesses is obscure (Sharma, 2007: 62).

Depictions of Lairemmas (Goddesses) in the ancient literary narratives

Several gods and goddesses were depicted to be involved in the creation myths. Among
them, Atiya Guru Shidaba (the father), Leimaren Shidabee (the mother), Asheeba or Atingkok
Shidaba or Sanamahee (the elder son) and Konjin Tuthokpa or Pakhangba (the youngest
son) are considered to be involved prominently. The creation myths popularly known as
Nongkhong Koiba emphasized the role played by Leimaren Shidabee as a supporter of the
younger son Konjin Tuthokpa or Pakhangba to make him the ruler of the universe. This
conspiracy of mother — younger son duo was deputed by the elder son who went out to
conquer the universe. To rectify the conspiracy, Atiya Guru Shidaba made the eldest son
Sanamahee, the ruler of every Meitei household along with the mother Leimaren Shidabee
(Khagendra, 2016:38 & Parratt, 2017:65). The narratives of the two sons of Lord Shiva and
Goddess Parvati namely Lord Ganesh and Kartikeya of Hindu mythology appeared to be
of a similar kind with the Nongkhong Koiba narratives of Meitei creation myths. Furthermore,
Leimaren Shidabee is also considered the highest goddess amongst the female deities of
Meitei. She is believed to have resided along with her eldest son Sanamahee in all the
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Meitei houses. Despite being mythical, the creation myths depictthe significant role of
Leimaren in state affairs.

Myths, legends and folklore, which had been passed on through oral traditions, are
the reflection of the particular society. These would have also disappeared if they were
not relevant in society and would not have been preserved for more than two millennium
years. Though certain mythical narrations in literature are doubtful about their existence,
it is stated that the very narrations are the reflections of contemporaneous society. The
ancient literature supplemented and authenticated the available archaeological sources to
understand the then society. Th. Ratankumar Singh suggested that the myths are distorted
and fragmented historical accounts, exaggerated to superhuman proportions (Thounaojam,
2011: 2). Thus, myths arose from the intensification of human qualities, representing desires,
hopes, and aspirations. It had always been associated with religion. Stith Thompson perceived
that myths are closely connected with the religious beliefs and practices of the people
(Khagendra, 2016: 125). It had certain moral tags, often contradicting scientific and
technological ideas of the modern age. It sometimes conveyed sacred, which involved
gods or other creatures by representing dramatically. Such a description is well-defined in
the context of early Manipur. The depiction of the Nongthang Leima (Goddess of Lightning)
in the creation myths in Leithak Leikharol puya depicted the goddess as a savior of the
earth.

Leithak Leikharol puya, an archaic Manipuri textmentioned that the responsibility for
the creation of the universe was assigned to Atiyashidaba by Atingkok Guru Shidaba where
the procession was said to be disturbed constantly by a form of strong wind Haraba Nungshit
that resulted in the failure of the creation of universe (Hemchandra 2010: 31). So, Atingkok
Guru shidaba made a beautiful lady, namely Khoinou Nongthang Leima, from his belly
and distracted Haraba by her beauty to complete the creation (Singh, 2021: 43). Such narration
is not purely based on historical facts, yet one cannot deny the fact that the ability and
contribution of women have been reflected in the myths and legends of Meitei traditions.
The Court Chronicle of Manipur Cheitharol Kumpapa has provided the notion of the
willingness of Queen Laisna, the wife of the first Meitei king Meetingu (Meidingu) Pakhangpa
(33-154 A.D.) to join the state affairs and administration by saying she also wanted to be a
lai (god) (Parratt, 2005: 23). It is stated that she presided the Pacha Loishang (Women
Court) along with ten other wives of the members of the Ningthou Pongba Tara (Singh,
2003: 25). It is argued that the Pacha Loishang determined the forms of punishment for
women criminals. It can be considered that having a separate women’s court led by the
reigning Queen indicates the significant role women took in the judicial administration.
The narratives of Lairemma Nongthang Leima can also be seen as a significant partaker in
the mythical creation of the universe in the literary traditions (Hemchandra, 2010: 31).
Ancient literature and legends projected several incarnations of goddess Nongthang Leima
such as Wangamlon Panthoibi, Tanthong Leima, Lemthong Leima, Lamteng Leima,
Heinoupok Leima, Changning Leima, Nunggoibi, Koloi Leima, Thumleima, Ngareima,
Thareima, Phouoibi, Yot Leima, Watarei Shintheibi, Kon Leima, Khaipa Ningthou Chanu,
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Moinu Chanu, Pithet Leima, Laiwa Leima Laishan Thanbi, Khabi Lukoi Chanu, Liklabicha,
Yaibi Leima, Thongak Leima, Seeta Nupi, Charang Leima, Pithraibi, Khongdraibi, Shareek
Leima, KhambaYangdei, Nungkhong Nunglaobi, Pukshri Leima etc. (Singh, 2004: 77).

There are various prominent literary works along with Leithak Leikharolpuya which
associated with the early Manipur, such as Panthoipi Khongkul, Poireitol Khulthok, Numit
Kappa, Thawanthaba Hiran, Naothingkhong Phambal Kaba, Thangwairon, Tutenglon,
Phouoibi Waron and so on. The Panthoibi Khongkun, a reliable archaic literary work written
by Akoijam Tonboi in 763 A.D. about Goddess Panthoibi of the Meitei pantheon, provided
rich sources about various phenomena that women folk had gone through (Singh 2009:
ix). The period of Akoijam Tonboi coincides with the reign of King Kongtekcha Yoiremba
(763-773 A.D.) (Singh & Singh, 1989: 6). The Goddess Panthoibi had also been depicted in
existence from the beginning of the Manipur civilization. Some other arguments remarked
by scholars like E. Nilkanta that the text was written during the reign of Loiyumba (1074 -
1122 A.D.) as there is a reference to Lairemma Panthoibi was worshipped and the Heisnam
clan took care of the goddess. R.K. Jhalajit opined that Panthoipi Khongkul’s legend was
probably written only in the 17th century A.D. (Devi, 1988: 21-22). Despite such discussions
and debate regarding its writings, the literary works contributed significantly to the historical
construction of socio-economic and politico-religious aspects of early Manipur through
the depiction of Lairemma Panthoibi’s life journey. N. Khelchandra Singh opined that the
text of Panthoibi Khonggun furnished the early traditions of marriage as well as the origin
of the Lai Haraoba festival in Meitei society (Singh, 2004: 78-82). She is depicted as a princess
born to the Meitei king. The tradition of mangkat (bride price) was brought to the girl
when she was asked for marriage and sent off with dowry to Taram Khoinucha’s house
after marriage is evident (Singh, 2009: 35-38).

One may consider the bold ethos of Goddess Panthoibi in the Panthoipi Khongkul as
it shows a young woman who seemed to challenge and went against the social norms of
patriarchy by having extramarital affairs with her previous lover Nongpok Ningthou. The
notion of the elopement and settling with Nongpok Ningthou in Nongmaijing or
Langmaiching Hill may also be considered as a probable result of her marriage to Kanglei
king Khaba Shokchrongba’s son Taram Khoinucha without her interest or full — consent.
To escape from the eyes of Panthoibi’s husband, she and Nongpok Ningthou showed
themselves as animal and birds. They also disguised themselves as Tangkhul and went to
perform Phou Yanba (agricultural activities) at Nongmaijing Hill. Panthoibi later became
the daughter—in-law of the Angom clan after becoming the wife of Nongpok Ningthou
(Devi, 2010: 13 & Nilbir, 2017: 43). Another episode of putting child’s cut-off head and
fingers in her tungol (fishing basket) indicates that she was not an ordinary woman but a
woman with divine power. Her nature was probably different from any other ordinary
woman in the then society. These norms and traditions depicted through the life journey
of Panthoibi may have been accepted in that particular society.It is stated that Panthoibi
was leisurely involved in weaving, agriculture, and fishery (Devi, 1988: 29-30). One may
assume that Panthoibi has been projected as a woman involved in almost every socio-
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economic sphere. Without any doubt, she was shown as an independent personality.
Lairemma Panthoibi is still worshipped among the Meitei community as a deity for well-
being, prosperity, kindness, loving, generosity, and righteousness to those who seek her
blessings. PanthoipiKhongkul mentioned the beginning of performing rituals with the annual
grand feast by Panthoibi’s father-in-law KhabaSokchrongba when the latter came to realize
her divine association (Singh, 2009: xvi). The Lairemma continues to be worshipped by
the Meitei community from the first day of the Meitei month Mera (October-November)
which is called chaorelhouba for five to ten days every year which usually collides with
the Durga Puja festival celebrated by Hindus.

Similar to various forms of female deities, the Meitei community has had a good
number of goddesses in their pantheon since the early period. Lairemma Phouoibi is another
goddess associated with fertility, agriculture, harvest, and food. The Phouoibi Waron signifies
Lairemma Phouoibi is being highlighted in the form of a deity as Phouoibi or Goddess of
Paddy (Gourachandra, 2013: 2). A portion of such indication of Lairemma Phouoibi as the
Goddess of Paddy from the Phouoibi Waron has been quoted below :

...TayamLouramchanapamenumaikot 11

Loimomphouincheina I1

Thangaichepnakotpabukotyonbi 11
Loimomchepnachaibabuchaiyonbiphouwa O II
Tayamlouramchasingnahumailenghounahumbabu I1

HumyonbiPhouO nangbuKoujariye Lao II (Gourachandra, 2013 : 4-5)

Free Translation :

The workers or farmers in the field winnow the grains from the plants properly.
The workers use the Phoueenchei or cheirong (Meitei threshing sticks)

to push the grains to separate the chaff.

The workers who fan or winnow are to call the paddy grains.

From the passage of Phouoibi Waron, the connotation of terms like Thangee, loimom,
and Phou indicate the paddy. The term Tayam Louramcha indicates farmers or field workers
who are meant to work in the field properly to induce the goddess Phouoibi and prosper
immensely through the harvest. Using a female persona to specify objects like paddy is
not new in Meitei society. However, the personification of a female figure for the staple
crop of a region shows the effort put to give respect and importance to the women in
society. It may be assumed that the female personification of Paddy shows an instance of
predominantly participation of women in the economic arena. Lairemma Khoinou Nongthang
Leima is depicted as an incarnation of Phouoibi who was sent by Tengbanba Mapu (the
creator) to have phoucharong (rice panicle) as well as to have a prosperous society (Nilbir,
2017:65). She is worshipped during the harvesting period of crops of November to January
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by the Meiteis. To give offerings to Lairemma Phouoibi, Maibas perform rites and rituals
with various items like black hen and rice beer by addressing according to the harvest
result of the previous year (Parratt, 1980: 92). After performing the rituals, the Maiba then
mixed rice and some flowers, which are then placed on a banana leaf to throw out in the
four corners of the harvest field. Before the threshing of grains, the offerings comprised of
the sheaf of paddy topped by a winnowing fan and a whole banana leaf is presented
facing northwards. It would then be covered with white cloth topped with betel leaf, flowers,
sugarcane, and rice to offer to the goddess facing southwards. The phoukouba or calling
of rice ceremony is an important ritual to perform, especially when specific unlucky incidents
like theft or trespass by a cow before storing the treshed grains. Thus, it would be agreeable
to say that the PhouKouba ceremony has induced Lairemma Phouoibi to remain in the
arable field to provide a satisfactory harvest in the upcoming year.

The Lairemmalmoinu or Yumoinu is another Meitei goddess that every Meitei household
holds to worship. The Meiteis believe that by worshipping Lairemmalmoinu, the women
are blessed and polished with kind, loving, forgiving, and suitable as a daughter, the wife,
and mothers in and around their families and society (Nilbir, 2017: 94). The origin of
Lairemmalmoinu is obscure yet the mythical narration of Imoinu being the mother of
Meitei clans like Khuman, Mangang and Luwang. The three sons went out in search of the
mother Malem Leima who incarnated herself in human form (Meitei, 18-20). It is believed
that to be blessed by Imoinu, one needs to perform rituals in the hearth area of the kitchen
from the fifth day of the Meitei month Wakching (December-January) for seven days every
year. Khagendra in his comprehensive work of Land of Gods and Goddesses mentioned
that Imoinu Ahongbee (Imoinu the bountiful) is more concerned towards the female members
of the family (Khagendra, 2016: 161). It is perceived that the goddess formulated rules and
regulations to be followed by women in general. Lairemmalmoinu has been considered a
household deity and is believed to remain a guardian angel.Every traditional Meitei household
has a phunggalairu or hearth in the kitchen where the Lairemma has been believed to
dwell. Despite having and praying daily by Meitei households, Lairemmalmoinu has been
worshipped and celebrated annually on the twelfth day of the month of Wakching or
December — January interface month within the respective households. The performing of
the rites and rituals or the Erat Thouni for the goddess every year would signify a healthy-
wealthy and prosperous socio-economic generation (Nilbir, 2017: 97). She has usually been
honored by offering a small amount of cooked rice by the family member of the household
before having their meal. Generally, the Meitei community still believes that to please
Imoinu, the family members need to be respectful and have neat surroundings. It is stated
that the one who pleases the goddess by following her wishes, such as being disciplined,
tidy, and working hard in life would prosper in every way by the grace of the very goddess
(Budhichandra & Manisana, 1992: 25-27).

Within the Meitei pantheon, the female deities such as Ireima or Irai Leima (Goddess
of water) possibly enhance the study of women and their significance in the Meitei society.
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Ireima or Luirala Shaphabi is depicted in the legends as the only daughter of Chingdai
Ningthou who settled on the hill. She requested her father Chinngdai Ningthou to support
Prince Tabung when political conflict (with his uncle Tonaba) was inevitable for the Meitei
throne in Kangla after the death of Tabung’s father Meidingu Telheiba (Nilbir, 2017: 86).
Luirala was promised by Tabung to enthrone her in the Meitei throne as Leimarel after he
became the king at Kangla. However, he forgot to do so after he became the king and
married Angom princess Nongballon Lamphel Ngambi to be politically powerful. In later
narration, King Tabung was defeated by his rival Chingshong Ningthou. Luirala brought
the cut-off head of Meidingu Tabung, her love interest to the Kangla to pay homage to his
motherland. Then, Luirala was lifted as a goddess of water as she managed to bring the
cut-off head of Tabung through the Iril River. She is believed to be one of the incarnations
of Nongthang Leima as well as Haoreima Sampubi for carrying the cut-off head of Tabung
in the haosam or Sam (basket made of bamboo which carries with a sling on the head).
Ireima was respected by Nongballon Lamphelngambi the widow of Tabung and paid homage
to Ireima by worshipping her in grandeur every year by Tabung’s son Lairenba.
Lairemmalreima in present day is worshipped along with Tabung Naha Shaphaba within
the valley of Manipur such as in Kangla, Sekta, Keibi, Moirangkampu, Bamonkampu, Irilbung,
Keirao, Kshetri, Urup, Langdum, Pungdonbam, Sawombung, Pukhao Laipham, Pukhao
Khabam, Pukhao Naharup etc. Apart from these Lairemmas, the Meitei pantheon included
Lairemmas such as Thumlei or Thumkhong Lairembi (Goddess of salt), Ngareima (Goddess
of Fish), Shilleima (Goddess of work), Yumjao Leima or Pitanga, Haorok Konthou Lairembi,
Wangoo Tampha Lairembi, Hiyangthang Lairembi, Phousupat Lairembi of Kakching. These
female deities have been significant despite being overshadowed by their male counterparts
in society. They are still believed worshipped by the Meiteis in day-to-day life for the
concerned subject. For instance, Phouoibi, Ngareima, Panthoibi, Emoinu, and Shilleima
are worshipped to seek the blessing of hard work and prosperity.

Conclusion

Conclusively, the mythical narrations reflect the polygyny system of marriage where yoibus
were the more privileged and favored wife of the king whereas the yoiheis stayed less
significant. The narration of Laiyingthou Awangba and his two Leimas (wives) depicted a
polygyny marriage where both wives had sons each (Nilbir, 2017: 98). The perception of
Lairemma Panthoibi’s enthronement and inclusion in the Meitei pantheon with Nongpok
Ningthou as a godly couple is interesting to highlight in the social history of a strictly
patriarchal society. Apart from such social traditions, the mythical narrations portrayed
the political involvement of women through the creation myths in Leithak Leikharolpuya.
The narration showed the responsibility Nongthang Leima took up during the universe’s
creation by the order of Atingkok Guru Shidaba. Such narration of Nongthang Leima’s
contribution to state affairs despite lesser authenticity as historical facts. The ability and
contribution of women had been prominently reflected in the pieces of literature and legends
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of the Meitei traditions. Various female characters reflected as divine figures for prosperity
and protection showed the crucial role upheld by the women in the early Meitei society.
Women of Meitei society have always been a significant socio-economic driver. The notion
of women as administrative functionaries is referred to as pawns of peace-making among
various neighboring powers. H. Sudhir opined that the status of women was not high
despite being involved in the public sphere of the market, and exchanging ideas (Sudhir,
2020: 156). In addition, Lairemma Panthoibi was depicted as a married Meitei woman
who embraced the prevalent social norms and tradition. Nevertheless, the episode of her
extramarital affairs with her lover, Nongpok Ningthou furnished an unusual social norm
that that particular society might have accepted. Hence, further research and study is needed
to understand the exact social system prevalent in society.
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Nevertheless he stood distanced, an outsider, from the society he was criticizing. Like

Brandes, he was marginalized in respect of the collective life of his own people - not
least by the concrete fact of his own twenty-seven years in exile. It was a stance which
gave Ibsen both a personal freedom as an artist and also the clarifying perspective of
distance - something he always claimed as a necessity for himself as a writer. It is something
of a paradox that, in this socially critical phase of his authorship, he was able to create a
large and broadly based market among the wider European public for his art. What he
had to offer to this bourgeois public was a successive chronicling of their own vices and
lies. Granted the setting of his works was Norwegian, but the perspective on Victorian
morality was international enough when he allowed it to reveal its defects.
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They try to make me responsible for the opinions that certain of the characters in the
play express. And yet in the whole book there is not a single opinion, not a single remark
to be found that is there on the dramatist's account. I took good care about that. The
method, the technique underlying the form of the book was in itself quite enough to
prevent the author making himself apparent in the dialogue. My intention was to try
and give the reader the impression of experiencing a piece of reality. But nothing would
more effectively run counter to this intention than inserting the author’s opinions into
the dialogue. Do the people up there at home think I haven’t enough dramatic sense to
realize that? Of course, I realized it, and I acted accordingly. In none of my plays is the
author so extrinsic, so completely absent, as in this last one.
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Tell me, Mrs. Alving, what are these books doing here?

Mrs. Alving. These books? I am reading them.

Manders. Do you read this sort of thing?

Mrs. Alving. Certainly, I do.

Manders. Do you feel any the better or the happier for reading books of this kind?
Mrs. Alving. I think it makes me, as it were, more self-reliant.

Manders. That is remarkable. But why?

Mrs. Alving. Well, they give me an explanation or a confirmation of lots of different
ideas that have come into my own mind. But what surprises me, Mr. Manders, is that,
properly speaking, there is nothing at all new in these books. There is nothing more in
them than what most people think and believe. The only thing is, that most people either
take no account of it or won’t admit it to themselves.

Manders. But, good heavens, do you seriously think that most people-?

Mrs. Alving. Yes, indeed, I do.
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Manders. But not here in the country at any rate? Not here amongst people like ourselves?
Mrs. Alving. Yes, amongst people like ourselves too.

Manders. Well, really, I must say-!

Mrs. Alving. But what is the particular objection that you have to these books?
Manders. What objection? You surely don’t suppose that I take any particular interest in
such productions?

Mrs. Alving. In fact, you don’t know anything about what you are denouncing?
Manders. I have read quite enough about these books to disapprove of them :

Mrs. Alving. Yes, but your own opinion—

Manders. My dear Mrs. Alving, there are many occasions in life when one has to rely on
the opinion of others. That is the way in this world, and it is quite right that it should be
so. What would become of society, otherwise?

Mrs. Alving. Well, you may be right.

Manders. Apart from that, naturally I don't deny that literature of this kind may have a
considerable attraction....
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(ofeT f=p{el feTC4T=A : ““For the maternal calling of the conventional nineteenth-century woman
is thwarted in Hedda by tendencies that were at the time viewed as masculine. The influence
of her motherless, father-dominated upbringing is everywhere evident : in her taste for
horses and pistols; in her eager anticipation of a contest between Tesman and Lovborg for
the available university professorship; even in General Gabler’s portrait, which is described
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in the opening stage directions, before we meet any of the actual characters, as occupying
a prominent place in the Tesmans’ drawing room. Explaining the play’s title, Ibsen wrote :
‘I intended to indicate thereby that as a personality she is to be regarded rather as her
father’s daughter than as her husband’s wife’. As Elizabeth Hardwick points out, Hedda’s
husband is ‘much more of a girl than she is’, since while she was brought up by a general,
he was raised by two maiden aunts. Hedda’s society provides few outlets for her masculine
ambitions, however. Her comment to Brack— ‘I just stand here and shoot into the blue’
[vii, 203] — is loaded in multiple respects. In the face of her own aimlessness, she seeks
masculine experience vicariously, pressing Lovborg to confess his debaucheries to her as
her only insight into a world “that she isn’t supposed to know anything about’, conjecturing
that she could make it her life’s goal to encourage Tesman to go into politics.”
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“Ibsen supplies the want left by Shakespear. He gives us not only ourselves, but ourselves
in our own situations. The things that happen to his stage figures are things that happen to
us. One consequence is that his plays are much more important to us than Shakespear’s.
Another is that they are capable both of hurting us cruelly and of filling us with excited
hopes of escape from idealistic tyrannies, and with visions of intenser life in the future.”

(ZTT! TR (ATF 9 B0 “The Wild Duck” Al “Rosmersholm’” &G TGt (a2l ¢altz
IR BRI (g S0 SItna (T3 Tl “YRo | 20 T4 F5Fefer Birare vime
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GRS ST T T AT NI-T1 [eq ek T7 7940F 17 ooy S5 87 &y |
SFACFT FIF IS SNy Ru=iteaa afsrenz e bfzrs w0 forcafece :

“The best and most momentous things that Ibsen has given us are the impulse to
truth in an artistically untruthful time; the impulse to seriousness in an artistically superficial

time; the pleasure of agitation in a time of stagnation; and the courage to grasp whatever
contains something human, wherever it grows.” (Kerr, Das neue Drama, p. 35.)
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“Two further qualities of Ibsen’s work made it historically important. First, as he was
concerned not with ideal models of behaviour but with revealing motives that lie beneath
the surface of behaviour, Ibsen’s plays were not especially pleasant. While George Bernard
Shaw's claim - that attending an Ibsen play was like the fascinating but painful experience
of going to the dentist - should be taken for the rhetoric it is, it indicates a new dimension
to theatregoing. The play was no longer staged solely for entertainment, and the actors
needed no longer to ingratiate themselves with the audience. A novel and potentially
antagonistic relationship was thereby set up between stage and auditorium, an antagonism
that was a prime stimulus for the initial critical outcry. Secondly, as characters became
complex and revealed their personalities through the non-linear medium of memory and
as much of this revelation centred around symbols that were difficult to grasp, Ibsen seemed
to be asking for more imaginative effort from his audience than any playwright prior to
him had done. He was not easy to follow, though as the French critic Jules Lemaitre put it
when discussing Hedda Gabler, sometimes it is necessary in the theatre ‘to reflect, to make
an effort, to work’.”

aZAG! :
1. McFarlane, James. 1998. Four Majar Plays. Oxford University Press.

2. Theatre and evolution from Ibsen to Beckett, Kristen Shepherd -Barr, Columbia University
Press, 2015.

3. Krasner, David. November 7, 2011. A History of modern Drama. Wiley-Blackwell.

4. Gjesdal, Kristin. 2013. Tragedy and Tradition-Ibsen and Nietzsche on the Ghosts of the
Greeks, Graduate Faculty Philosophy Journal.

5. Badger, Richard G. 1910. Speeches and New Letters, Henrik Ibsen.

@S Afhfe -
1A, DR FCES |

3 sumanswarat@gmail.com

166



Integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
In Promoting Teaching-Learning Process in Secondary Schools

ISushanta Kumar Panda & *Ravail Singh

Abstract

Education is an act of training for fulfilling the responsibilities and needs in the life of an
individual. It trains the senses as well as the soul so that individual can make solutions to
the problem faces in life. To achieve effectiveness in the educational system, the teacher
has to make use of several innovative methods, techniques, and devices because the
development of technology, teaching methods, techniques, and strategies has shifted from
traditional to scientific through the help of Information and Communication Technologies
(ICTs). As UNESCO explained, “Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is a
technological, scientific, and engineering subject and managing technique practices in handling
data, its association and applications with economic, social and cultural matters”. The
present research has focused on the integration of ICT in promoting teaching practice in
secondary school education. The main focus of the research is on the usage of the components
of ICT in promoting the teaching process, its integration, and suggestion obtained from
Government secondary school teachers regarding the effective Integration and maximum
use of ICT in the teaching process. The study was descriptive. For the sample, 100 secondary
school teachers from 20 Government secondary schools were selected randomly. An interview
schedule technique was used for the collection of data. The findings of the study revealed
that the majority of the teachers suggested that proper infrastructure related to ICT should
be promoted, need for trained teachers for providing training to teachers, proper supervision,
and refresher courses should be organized. The internet facilities, availability of hardware
and software devices and their update from time to time is also very important to promote
the teaching process effectively in the classroom.

Keywords : ICT, Teaching Process, Secondary School, Teachers.
Introduction

Education trains the human senses as well as the soul to make correct solutions to the
problems faced in individual life. Quality education means a child should be able to
discriminate between good and evil in every aspect of life with the help of a teacher. Teacher
plays an essential role to nurture the life of the child with the help of teaching, inside as
well as outside the classroom. The primary function of the teaching is to wake the mind of
the child, a desire to know and, if possible, to find out by itself. To achieve effectiveness in
his work, the teacher has to make use of several innovative methods, techniques, and
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devices with the usage and integration of ICT, the teaching strategies methods, and techniques,
have shifted from traditional to the modern classroom with the help of ICT. A teacher
should be able to integrate these technologies into their teaching process so that he/she
can fulfill the purpose of teaching.

Information and communication technology is the combination of two words i.e.
‘Information” and ‘Communication Technology’, which means “information is communicated
with the help of technology”. ICT is a various set of technological resources and tools that
helps to create, disseminate, communicate, create, store and manage data” (Victoria, 2003).
It includes hardware and software computer devices, internet, broadcasting technologies
such as radio, television, and telephony. As UNESCO, explained that “Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) is a technological, scientific, and engineering subject
and managing technique practices in handling data, its association and applications with
economic, social and cultural matters”. More specifically ICT can be defined as the usage
of all possible digital media in processing and managing data. In other words, we can say
that ICT is a weapon that is highly influential and beneficial in promoting the teaching
process in the present scenario.

Components of ICT

The following components have been taken by the investigator to know whether the teachers
are using them in their teaching process or not. These components are as :

Information : The investigator wanted to know whether the teachers had used ICT to get
their study material for teaching purposes.

Communication : In this component, the investigator investigated whether the teacher
had communicated with the help of ICT.

Hardware : The investigator wanted to observe whether the teacher had used educational
hardware devices in their teaching.

Software : The investigator wanted to know whether the teacher had used educational
software in their teaching-learning transaction.

Procedure : In the present study, procedure means how to use ICT for teaching purposes.
ICT and Education

Information and Communication Technologies enhance the traditional classroom
environment, teaching-learning process, and examination system and work as a driving
force for the transformation of education in a better way. In the last three decades, ICT has
been integrated into the classrooms to make teaching-learning transactions effective by
introducing computer hardware as well as software devices like projectors, smart boards,
web-based learning, online learning, blended learning, and synchronous learning (Karo,
2012). ICT becomes an essential part of everyday life in every aspect. ICT includes all the
communication devices, technologies, and applications, encompassing all types of media
i.e. radio, television, cellular phones, computers, internet, satellite system, and diverse
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services and applications. The Ministry of Education, Government of India also taken various
initiatives for the integration of ICT in education such as Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOCs), Study Webs of Active-learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM),
SWAYAMPRABHA, National Digital Library (NDL), e-PG Pathshala, Shodhganga, e-
ShodhSindhu, e-Yantra, Free and Open Source Software for Education (FOSSEE), Spoken
Tutorials and Virtual Labs to make teaching-learning transaction effective (Ministry of
Education, 2022). ICT creates a better environment throughout the school, develops positive
feeling and motivation, and enhanced educational standards.

Role of ICT in the Teaching Process

The use of ICT enhances the quality and effectiveness of teaching. It helps a teacher to
stimulate and engage students in teaching-learning transactions in the classroom to retain
the concepts more accurately. It has transformed the nature and process of the teaching-
learning environment (Kingsley & Patience, 2019). An effective teacher needs to realize
the needs of the individual differences in the classroom and attempts are made to blend
modern and innovative methods and strategies like project methods, constructive methods,
programmed instruction, smart board learning, m-learning, e-learning, blended learning,
and, flipped learning. The purpose of ICT is “...support and enhance child learning across
all aspects of the curriculum. Teachers and children should increase and apply technological
skills, knowledge and suitable social and ethical values and practices to create, disseminate
and communicate their ability to manage and operate ICT in their teaching-learning
transactions” (Putland, 2010). Different types of innovative technologies could be incorporated
into teaching and learning, helping teachers to understand a child and continue teaching
outside the classroom (Cubukcuoglu, 2013).

Parameters of Integration of ICT in the Teaching Process

In the present study, the following are the parameters for integration of information and
communications (ICT) in promoting the teaching process :

a) Use of Computer in Teaching Process : In this parameter, the investigator focused on
whether teachers are using the computer in the teaching process.

b) Internet Services : In this parameter, the investigator focused on the usage of the internet
by the teachers in the institution while teaching.

¢) Skills with Particular Applications : Here investigator focused on the knowledge of
skills with particular applications which are used in the teaching process by the teachers.

d) Formulating Instructional Designs : In this parameter, the investigator focused on the
applications of ICT while preparing instructional designs like lesson planning, preparing
charts, etc.

e) Smart board Technology : The investigator observed whether the teacher used a smart
board in the class.

f) Use of Teaching Material in Classroom Setting : In this parameter, the investigator
observed how effectively teaching material has been used by the teacher in the classroom.
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Justification of the Study

The development of science and technology has changed the educational system all over
the globe. Innovative and creative educational setups are introduced in educational institutions
to make teaching-learning transactions effective. The quality of education depends on the
proper usage of new and innovative technologies like computers, the internet, and, artificial
intelligence. ICT increases the motivation and interest of learners, develops their basic
skills, retains the concepts for a longer time, and helps in problem-solving (Saravanakumar,
2018). It is a transforming tool in the hands of teachers to enhance learning, provide more
learning opportunities for learners as well as teachers, help to provide instant feedback
and reflections of teaching, in building local and global knowledge societies including
different stakeholders like parents, students, teachers, administrators, educationists and
researchers (Kozma & Anderson, 2012; Jhuree, 2005). An effective blend of ICT also improves
teaching performance, develops significant skills, quality education, self-paced learning,
problem-solving, critical thinking and, increases the ability to communicate, disseminate
and collaborate information effectively (Yuen & et. al, 2003). National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), University Grants Commission (UGC), and Ministry of
Education, Government of India (MoE, Gol) have also taken various ICT initiatives to
make teaching-learning transactions effective in school and higher education such as National
Initiative for School Heads” and Teachers” Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA), Digital
Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA), MOOCs under SWAYAM, e-Pathshala,
Try and Measure Aptitude and Natural Abilities (TAMANNA), National ICT Award, Kala
Utsav, Curricula for ICT in education, Shodhganga, e-Shodh Sindhu, Vidwan and, CEC-
UGC YouTube Channel.

Based on the above discussion, it is analyzed that ICT is creating an essential place in
the process of teaching-learning transaction day by day and there are limited studies conducted
related to the integration, usability, and application of ICT in Jammu District of Jammu
and Kashmir Union Territory. Therefore, to study the applications of ICT in education, the
investigators had undertaken the present topic to know to what extent the integration of
ICT is promoting teaching-learning transactions in Government secondary schools of Jammu.

Objectives of the Study

1. To find out the ways of uses of components of ICT in promoting the teaching-learning
transactions in Government secondary schools of Jammu District.

2. To study the integration of ICT in Government secondary schools of Jammu District.

3. To obtain suggestions from Government secondary school teachers for better integration
of ICT in promoting teaching-learning transactions.

Research Questions of the Study

1. How does the faculty comprehend the integration of ICT in teaching transactions of
secondary schools?

2. What are the changes in teaching transactions due to the integration of ICT?
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Research Methodology

The present study was descriptive in nature. The population for the present study were
comprised the entire government higher secondary and secondary school teachers of the
Jammu district of Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory. The total number of government
higher secondary and secondary schools in Jammu district were 171 with total number of
2682 teachers (Directorate of School Education, Jammu, 2020-21). Out of 171 government
secondary schools, 20 were selected through simple random sampling technique. After
that, five teachers were selected randomly from each school. Thus, 20 x 5 = 100 teachers
were included in the sample. Interview Schedule was used for the collection of required
data. There were total 29 items were included in the tool, in which 28 items were close
ended and one item was related to the suggestions obtain from the teachers. Percentage of
calculation of frequencies, and graphical representation of data through histogram were
used to analyze and interpret the data.

Analysis & Interpretation of Data and Findings of the Study
Table I : Responses of Teachers
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Based on the above table, it is interpreted that :

I. The majority (82%) of teachers had used ICT in classroom teaching to make teaching-
learning transactions effective.

II. All the teachers agreed that ICT is helpful for the effective teaching-learning process
in secondary schools.

III. The majority (95%) of teachers felt comfortable when they use ICT in their classroom
teaching.
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The majority (91%) of teachers agreed that the integration of ICT is helpful to
maintain discipline in classroom teaching.

. The majority (96%) of teachers agreed that the integration of ICT in teaching creates

interest among the students.

The majority (63%) of teachers had used CDs/DVDs or any other hardware device
to store the content for teaching.

The majority (64%) of teachers had incorporated ICT as a frequent mode of
communication in classroom teaching.

The majority (91%) of teachers responded that the amalgamation of ICT in classroom
teaching increases the confidence level of teachers.

The majority (71%) of teachers had felt comfortable making PPTs related to their
subject lesson on the computer.

. The majority (88%) of teachers agreed that ICT is helpful to enhance teaching

proficiency among teachers.

The majority (88%) of teachers responded that the use of ICT is more effective in
the modern classroom setting.

The majority (52%) of teachers responded that they are not used computer operating
systems in the classroom during the teaching process.

The majority (86%) of teachers agreed that ICT develops the retention power of
the students.

The majority (85%) of teachers preferred to teach with modern technology over
traditional technology.

The majority (75%) of teachers responded that they had not undergone any ICT
skills training before using modern technology in classroom teaching.

The majority (93%) of teachers agreed that the assimilation of ICT in classroom
settings increases the level of quality in education.

The majority (91%) of teachers agreed that integration of ICT has more practicability
in the classroom setting.

The majority (86%) of teachers agreed that the integration of ICT is beneficial for
the inclusive classroom setting.

The majority (85%) of teachers had interested to attend teacher training programs
related to the applications of the latest technological skills in teaching-learning
transactions.

The majority (60%) of teachers agreed that the applications of ICT in classroom
teaching limit the teaching material.

The majority (59%) of teachers agreed that the use of ICT is not hindering the
originality of ideas.

The majority (55%) of teachers agreed that integration of ICT is not increasing
anxiety among the teachers.

The majority (62%) of teachers agreed that making use of ICT in the classroom is
not time-consuming.
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XXIV. The majority (54%) of teachers had agreed that integration of ICT is not seeking

extra expenditure from teachers.

XXV. The majority (58%) of teachers agreed that integration of ICT does not increase

the workload of teachers.

XXVI. The majority (54%) of teachers agreed that the incorporation of ICT in the classroom

is a big challenge in the present era for teachers.

XXVIIL. The majority (81%) of the respondent agreed that inadequate infrastructure of

the classroom is a challenge to integrate ICT in the classroom.

XXVIII. The majority (63%) of teachers agreed that ICT cannot replace teachers in the

coming years.

Suggestions Obtained from Teachers Regarding the Integration of ICT in the Teaching-
Learning Process

>

Infrastructure related to ICT Lab, computer lab, etc to be available and updated in all the
schools. There should be an ICT facility in every classroom so that the students can use
them frequently. Every classroom should be equipped with smart boards. Available
software should be updated from time to time and there should be proper management
of ICT resources by the ICT experts in every school.

Proper implementation of ICT techniques is most important in every classroom setting
for effective teaching-learning transactions. Training /workshops regarding the use of ICT
should be organized by the state education department to train teachers about all the new
and innovative techniques in teaching-learning transactions.

The Government should introduce ICT as a separate discipline at the secondary level and
there should be a provision for technical staff to assist the teachers in every school; self
interest and motivation of the teachers for the applications of ICT in the classroom is also
equally important.

The facility of tabs, laptops, computers, and other technical gadgets should be available
in every secondary school. Proper computer labs with updated educational software should
be established in every school so that teachers and students shall be benefitted.

Awareness among the teachers especially those who have less experience with ICT, Internet
usage, smart classrooms, computer classes, and knowledge of teaching-learning apps is
very important to make an effective amalgamation of ICT in the classroom. Availability
of video graphics and text materials related to the curriculum of the concerned subject
and teachers should use those materials as and when needed.

Discussion of the Results

Based on the above evidences, it has been found that ICT plays an essential role to make
teaching-learning transaction effective because it creates interest, increases confidence,
enhances teaching proficiency, develops retention power, and increases quality of education.
Various studies also supported that as a pedagogical model, it can become valuable resources

173



Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies : Vol. 10. No. 1, June, 2024

for learning (Fernandez-Gutierrez et al., 2020; Hermawan et al., 2018; Harnandez, 2017),
important tool for quality education (Bariu, & Chun, 2022; Minamatov, & Nasirdinova,
2022; Phutela, & Dwivedi, 2019), provides cognitive, and affective benefits in teaching
and learning (Foutsitzi, & Caridakis, 2019), and develops teacher professional competence,
increasing the provision of learning opportunities, and enhance teacher professional
development (Konig et al., 2022; Belland et al. 2017; Legrain et al. 2015; Li and Ma 2010;
Sung et al., 2017). Sometimes excessive use of technology creates anxiety, stress, aches
(head & back) and irritates them. Along with several benefits, some challenges were facing
the secondary school teachers of Jammu district while implementing ICT in teaching-learning
transaction such as lack of ICT infrastructure, lack of experts (Mir, 2019), inclusion of ICT
as a separate subject in curriculum (Singhavi & Basargekar, 2019), lack of updated software
(Netragaonkar, 2015), internet connection (Das, 2020), and lack of teachers training in
operating the ICT tools (Mbodila, 2013).

Conclusion

Based on the above analysis and interpretation of collected data, the investigator found
that most teachers suggested that incorporation of ICT in the teaching-learning transaction
is helpful, maintains discipline in the classroom, increases the confidence level, and elevates
interest among the students. It also enhances teaching proficiency, develops the retention
power of the students, and is beneficial for the inclusive classroom. They also suggested
that special training programs and refresher courses, regarding the use of updated hardware
and software of computers, tabs, laptops, and desktops must be provided by the competent
authority from time to time providing the teachers the skills necessary for the better integration
of ICT in the classroom setting.

References

e Bariu, T. N., & Chun, X. 2022. Influence of teachers attitude on ICT implementation in Kenyan
universities. Cogent Education, 9(1), Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1080/
2331186X.2022.2107294

e Belland, B.R,, A. E. Walker, N. J. Kim, and M. Lefler. 2017. Synthesizing results from empirical
research on computer-based scaffolding in STEM education: a meta-analysis. Review of
Educational Research 87 (2), 309-344 Retrieved from https:/ /doi.org/10.3102/0034654316670999

e Bhavana, V., & Sen, A. Effectiveness of ICT to support teaching and learning on students’
achievement in geography at secondary level: An experimental study. International Journal
in Management and Social Science, 04 (11), 211-219. Retrieved from http://www.ijmr.net.in

e Cubukcuoglu, B. 2013. Factors enabling the use of technology in subject teaching. International
Journal of Education and Development Using Information and Communication Technology, 9 (3),
50-60. Retrieved from http://www.ijedict.dec.vwi.edu

e Das, G. 2020. Challenges of using ICT for inclusive education in North East India. The Online
Journal of Distance Education and e-Learning, 8(3), 133. Retrieved from https:/ /www.tojdel.net/
journals/tojdel/articles /v08i03 /v08i03-03.pdf

174



Integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) In Promoting Teaching-
Learning Process in Secondary Schools

Dash, M. K. 2010. ICT in teacher development. New Delhi: Neelkamal Publications Pvt. Ltd.

Egrain, P. N., Gernigon, C., & Lafreniere, M. A. 2015. Integration of information and
communication technology and pupils” motivation in a physical education setting. Journal
of Teaching in Physical Education 34 (3), 384-401. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1123/
jtpe.2014-0013

Fernindez-GutiErrez, M., Gimenez, G., & Calero, J. 2020. Is the use of ICT in education
leading to higher student outcomes? Analysis from the Spanish Autonomous Communities.
Computers & Education, 157,103969. Retrieved from https:/ /www.sciencedirect.com /science/
article/pii/S0360131520301676

Foutsitzi, S., & Caridakis, G. 2019, July. ICT in education: Benefits, challenges and new
directions. In 2019 10th international conference on information, intelligence, systems and applications
(IISA),1-8. IEEE. Retrieved from https:/ /ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8900666/
Gebremedhin, M. A., & Fenta, A. A. 2015. Assessing teacher’s perception on integration
ICT in teaching-learning process: the case of Adwa College. Journal of Education and Practice,
6 (4), 114-124. Retrieved from http://wwww iiste.org

Ghavifekr, S., Athirah, W., & Rosdy, W. 2015. Teaching and learning with technology:
effectiveness of ICT integration in schools. International Journal of Research and Science, 1 (2),
175-191. Retrieved from http://www.ijres.net

Hamzah, M., Embi, M.A., & Ismail, A. 2010. ICT and diversity in learner’s attitude on smart
board school initiative. Elsevier Ltd., 2015. Retrieved from http://www.sciencedirect.com
Hermawan, H. D., Deswila, N., & Yunita, D. N. 2018, July. Implementation of ICT in education
in Indonesia during 2004-2017. In 2018 International Symposium on Educational Technology
(ISET), 108-112. Retrieved from https:/ /ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/8456200/
Hernandez, R. M. 2017. Impact of ICT on education: challenges and perspectives. Journal of
Educational Psychology-Propositosy Representaciones, 5(1), 337-347. Retrieved from https://
files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/E]J1139346.pdf

Klank, C., Himmelsbach, I & Doh, M. 2023. A qualitative case study focusing on the relationship
of biography, education, and ICT use of older adults, Educational Gerontology, 49(5), 375-
386. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.1080/03601277.2023.2209447

Kumar, A. & Raj, A. 2014. ICT Significance in teaching and learning process. IRJMSH, 5 (6),
140-148. Retrieved from http:/ /www.irjmsh.com

Li, Q.,, & Ma, X. 2010. A meta-analysis of the effects of computer technology on school
students’ mathematics learning. Educational Psychology Review 22(3), 215-243. Retrieved from
https://doi.org/10.1007 /s10648-010-9125-8

Luke, B., & Hogarth, K. 2011. Developing and enhancing independent learning skills: using
video tutorials as a means of helping students help themselves. Accounting Research Journal,
24 (3), 290-310. Retrieved from http:/ /www.casirj.com

Mbodila, M., Jones, T., & Muhandji, K. 2013. Integration of ICT in education: Key challenges.
Scholarly Journal of Mathematics and Computer Science, 2(5), 54-60. Retrieved from https://
archives.palarch.nl/index.php/jae/article/download/3117/3137

Minamatov, Y. E. O. G. L., & Nasirdinova, M. H. Q. 2022. Application of ICT in education
and teaching technologies. Scientific progress, 3(4), 738-740. Retrieved from https://
cyberleninka.ru/article/n/application-of-ict-in-education-and-teaching-technologies

175



Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies : Vol. 10. No. 1, June, 2024

Mir, S. A. 2019. ICT integrated higher education: Prospects and challenges. International
Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences (IJRESS), 8(2), 1-4. Retrieved from https:/
/www.academia.edu

Mndzebele, N. 2013. Challenges faced by schools when introducing ICT in developing countries.
International Journal of Social Science Invention, 2 (9), 01-04. Retrieved from http:/ /www ijhssi.org
Mohanty, J. 2007. Modern trends in educational technology. New Delhi: Neelkamal Publication
Pvt. Ltd.

Mrunalini, T., & Ramakrisna, A. 2015. Information and communication technology (ICT) in education.
New Delhi: Neelkamal Publication Pvt. Ltd.

Netragaonkar, Y. D. 2015. Issues in ICT education: barriers, problems and role of teachers
in ICT education. Scholarly Research Journal for Interdisciplinary Studies, Retrieved from https:/
/www.researchgate.net

Patil, A. A.2017. A critical study of ICT implementation in school education with special reference
to selected schools of Satara district. Retrieved from http:/ /hdl.handle.net/10603 /240768 on
19-06-20109.

Phutela, N., & Dwivedi, S. 2019, April. Impact of ICT in education: students’ perspective. In
Proceedings of International Conference on Digital Pedagogies (ICDP).

Player-Karo, C. 2012. Factors influencing teachers’ use of ICT in education. Education Inquiry,
3 (1), 93-108. Retrieved from https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/zedu20

Saravanakumar, A. R. 2018. Role of ICT on enhancing quality of education. International
Journal of Innovative Science and Research Technology, 12 (12), 717-719. Retrieved from http:/
/www ijisrt.com/

Sen, V. 2016. Effectiveness of ICT to support teaching and learning on students” achievement
in Geography at secondary level: An experimental study. International Journal in Management
and Social Science, 4 (11), 211-219. Retrieved from http://www.ijmr.net.in

Sharma, M., & Kapoor, T 2017. Role of effective teaching in learning as moderated by ICT
facility in higher education in India. International Research Journal of Commerce Arts and Science,
8 (11), 198-211. Retrieved from http://www.casirj.com

Shit, B., Bhakta, D. K., & Kar, S. 2017. The attitude of secondary school students towards the use
of ICT in teaching of social science, 98-106. New Delhi: A.P.H. Publishing Corporation.
Singhavi, C., & Basargekar, P. 2019. Barriers Perceived by Teachers for Use of Information
and Communication Technology (ICT) in the Classroom in Maharashtra, India. International
Journal of Education and Development using Information and Communication Technology, 15(2),
62-78. Retrieved from https:/ /files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1220774.pdf

Sung, Y. T., J. M., Yang, & H. Y., Lee. 2017. The Effects of mobile-computer-supported
Collaborative Learning: Meta-analysis and Critical Synthesis. Review of Educational Research
87 (4), 768-805. Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.3102/0034654317704307
Thamarasseri, 1. 2009. Information and communication technology in education. New Delhi:
Kanishka Publishers.

Ungar, O.A., & Iluz, I.LE. 2014. Levels of ICT integration among teacher educators in a teacher
education academic college. Interdisciplinary Journals of E-Learning and Learning Objects 10,
195-216 Retrieved from http://www.ijello.org/VolumelO/IJELLOv10p195-

176



Integration of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) In Promoting Teaching-
Learning Process in Secondary Schools

216Avidov0892.pdf

Zeng, Y., Wang, Y., & Li, S. 2022. The relationship between teachers’ information technology
integration self-efficacy and TPACK: A meta-analysis. Frontiers in Psychology, 13,1-29. Retrieved
from https://doi.org/10.1080/02619768.2022.2138323

Web References

http:/ /projecteuclid.org/download /pdf_1/euclid.aoms /1177704711

e http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/data-analysis.html

https:/ /greengarageblog.org/10-top-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-technology-in-
education

https:/ /navajocodetalkers.org/12-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-technology-in-
education/

e https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007 /978-0-387-47650-6_3.pdf

https://wiki.nus.edu.sg/display/cs1105groupreports/ICT+and+Singapore%
27s+Education+System#

® https://ocw.metu.edu.tr/pluginfile.php/348/mod_resource/content/0/Lecture_1.pdf

https:/ /collegeassignments.wordpress.com/2012/10/01/provide-five-definitions-of-ictit-
indicate-the-author-and-year-what-are-the-similarities-and-differences-in-these-definitions-
provide-your-own-definition-of-ictit/

http:/ /www.ijhssi.org/papers/v2(9)/Version-3/A02930104.pdf

http:/ /ijeeee.org/Papers/078-Z00061F10037.pdf

https:/ /pdfs.semanticscholar.org/e614/a04c2d30£384fab81e8194fb58a937a209ab.pdf
http:/ /educationindiajournal.org/home_art_avi.php?path=&id=351
http://www.tscermumbai.in/resourcepaper 4 IV.1_information_and_communication_
technology.pdf

http:/ /eclipse.mu.ac.in/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1781

e https://www.education.gov.in/en/ict-initiatives

Bio Profile of the Authors

1

assistant Professor
Department Of Education,
University Of Jammu,
JAMMU -180006 (INDIA)
Email : drpanda77@gmail.com

&

Research Scholar

Department Of Education,
University Of Jammu,

Jammu -180006 (India)

Email : ravailrajput94@gmail.com

177



Development and Growing Adivasi Landlessness—
In the Select Novels

TBisesswar Saren, *Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri & 3 Amit Kisku

Abstract

Present paper aims to discuss discourses of development activities as reflected in the Santali
novels. These literary writings focused life and living of “Adivasi” under the aegis of
development activities just after independence in India. The Santali novel ‘Namalia’ written
by Somai Kisku describes experience of a Santali family, had been displaced due to
construction of a dam. Other novel Eter Pare Int describes plight of the migrant labourer
and problems of human trafficking during post-colonial period. The novel Eter Pare Int
describes violence against women laborers of tribal and scheduled castes communities in
eastern India. This is a novel on migrant laborers of present Jharkhand tells roles of
intermediaries in women trafficking, who work as supplier of laborers in kiln are situated
in the adjacent areas of Kolkata. Another novel of Mahasweta Devi, Suraj Gagrai, describes
life of a tribal army man of Kolhan region, who received awards from the Indian Army for
his Heroic contribution. A duty bound trip in his own native place had changed his
understanding on life. He saw how army and police treat tribal people. He left job, and
came back to his native village. A new journey happened in his life, when mining activities
started in his village and adjacent areas.

Key words : Development activities; Namal; Namalia; Changing meaning of Bargadar; Kisar;
Introduction

The development activities during post —colonial situation received highest priority from
both the side of government and tribal people. That might be the reason authors of select
novels referred here never criticize development activities even when people have lost
their homestead lands, cultivable lands for construction of dams or for mining activities.
Authors find the problems as personal and social, sometime rooted in tradition. The concept
Namalia the title of the novel (Kisku 2008) originally describes seasonal migration of indigenous
men and women to work as agricultural labouerers from chotanagpur region to plains of
Bengal. Both the places either in the rural Bengal or in the Santal villages the word carried
the same meaning and that was seasonal agricultural labouerer work in the cultivable
field in rural Bengal and went back to their respective villages after earning wages. During
middle part of nineteenth century ‘Indentured labour law’, new land and forest policies of
British Government aggravated migration of tribal people from the Chotagnagpur to Bengal,
Assam and beyond. In this new phase of migration, people were compelled to settle down
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to the places they had migrated. The literary account of the novel Namalia reinstates the
migration history of the Santals with another meaning. This paper wishes to discuss the
new meaning of old economic organizations at the backdrop of development.

Both the writers wrote their novels at the background of establishment of dams. The
universe of the authors was West Bengal and present Jharkhand. In 1956, the river dams on
the Kongsaboti and Kumari Rivers established in the state of West Bengal. It had assured
water storage for irrigation purpose to a large area in the district of Bakura, and adjacent
districts bordering Jharkhand and West Bengal. “The Mukutmunipur dam was planned to
provide major irrigation facilities to 8,000 square kilometers of agricultural land” in the south
western districts of WB. (http:/ /westbengal news.blog>mukutmanipur). The Kangsabati river
dam popularized as tourist spot of Mukuntmunipur. This reservoir submerged many Santal
villages in the beginning of the development era in India. Mega dams, water reservoirs
submerged areas in the places like Dhanbad, Teniyaconark, Tenughat, Panchet, Maithon on
the rivers Borakar, Damodar and Kongsaboti that uprooted the tribal people.

Mining was another earlier engagement of the British colonizers. Chotangpur plateau
and adjacent areas of present West Bengal was a rich spot for mining. The extraction of
mining products continued from colonial time to post colonial time as part of development
activities. The coal fields like Jharia, Raniganj, west, and east Bokaro, Ramgarh, south and
north Karampura are famous spots in popular literature. Other mining products like iron
ore, asbestos, Chromites, Mica, and Keyonite are extracted from the districts like Dhanbad,
East west Singbhum, Ranchi and Ramgarh of present Jharkhand. All the districts of Jharkhand
mentioned here are predominantly tribal areas and famous for forestlands. The establishment
of mining companies and river dams must have generated employment and revenue. Most
importantly, the water bodies attracted tourists in the region.

Those colonial and post-colonial development activities extracted natural resources
for financial benefits continued after India attended independence. Many commercial activities
like dam construction; coal mining became part of development history writings as well
as literary writings. At this background, present paper discusses a few novels written in
the Santali and Bengali languages to understand how literary studies discovered development
related landlessness. Select novels discuss life experiences of people. The Santali novel
Namalia (2008) written by Mr. Somai Kisku; two novels- Suraj Gagrai (1984) and Eter Pare
Int (1982) written by ‘Mahasweta Devi’s are referred here.

Review of Literature

This paper finds new historicists approach as relevant to understand contemporary realities
as ingrained in the novels and the connectedness of authors with the themes and text of
novels.. Juri Datta (2022: 50) writes that new historicists approach finds interrelationship
between people history and literary works, which are not isolated from social realities.
Mahasweta Devi had similar opinion. Mahasweta devi identifies literary writings as deeds
of the society. Datta says words, images, metaphors, symbols all are cultural expressions
connect historical backgrounds in a novel. Datta says that the presence of history in the
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literary texts is inevitable. Datta indicates that the presence of the writer in the text of
writing is no less important issue. Ideologies of writers and the text they produce create a
reciprocal relation between reader and writer. The theorists find the approach as powerful
that connects literature with realities.

The regime of ‘Developing nation” India completed seven decades and evaluative
writings on it is available. Critical analysis on the development aspects by Banerjee (2021:
4) identifies parameters like ‘man made floods, inadequate storage facilities of river dams,
reduction of space in those dams to carry flood discharge, sedimentation of channels,
happened due to mega dam constructions. This is an evaluation after more than half of a
century admits the growth rate was slow than the planners assumed! Banerjee (Ibid) in
this writing discusses possibilities of sustainable water management. However, by this
time of analysis, six decades are over and two generations of the Adivasi communities
faced displacement. This displaced people are missing subject in this article of Banerjee
(Ibid).

Evaluating ‘development’ is one of the engagements of the social scientists and volumes
of literature from them available in India. A latest publication (Sharma and Koley 2022:
XI-XXXI) accommodated twenty-five research papers on different themes; review of frequently
refereed parameters postulate development as sign of progress. None of these articles
identified parameters to study exploitations against tribal / Adivasi people.

Gupta (2015: 1) in her edited book published 19 research articles and essays. These
articles discuss ‘exploitation” as parameter to understand tribal underdevelopment. The
editorial of this book is immensely significant for its title. The title of the editorial is “Kisan
se Kailachor” (From Peasant to the Coal-Thief: The Social Transformation). This article
describes that the “Adivasi” people not only displaced from the ancestral lands, forests,
and water bodies, it has uprooted them from their social values, honesty and ideals, and
art of living. They are detached from mother tongue, culture, very fast. Dominant mainstream
people’s engagement in execution of development policies” implementation sped up processes
of displacement. The tribal people had to sacrifice for highly ambitious development projects
on non-renewable energy sectors” profit. Millions of people forced to take up jobs of labor
from self-relied and sustainable economic activities. One quarter among two and half lakh
people displaced from their cultural ecology to avail inadequate rehabilitation policies.
This rehabilitation schemes could not fulfill minimum requirements to practice their
indigenous and traditional knowledge of livelihood. The development policies also after
independence could not ensure equal facilities to all citizens in India. Innumerable tribal
people were get deprived in the name of nation building and sacrificed ancestral lands.
Non-implementation of the constitutional facilities in letter and spirits deprived tribal. All
the essays in this book ably created critical space to perceive “development”. Moreover,
the essays in this book identified similar issues like Mahasweta Devi and Somai Kisku to
portrait dark spots in the development programs. Tirkey (2015:43) refers court cases against
forceful occupation of landed properties for construction of heavy engineering companies,
dams, etc. , which culminated to displacement of the Adivasi families in large scales in
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different areas of the then Bihar and present Jharkhand. Tirkey (ibid 48) reveals that the
idea of Macro level development by establishing big dams, mega industries, etc. were not
very attractive to the Adivasis , because they developed a critical understanding against
consequences of development. Being an Adivasi scholar by birth Tirkey reveals that the
“Vikas” (development) and “Vinas” (destruction) have integral relationship in the life of
Adivasi people. Gupta (ibid) finds exploitation of the dominant hegemonic communities
as a parameter to understand the tribal/ Adivasi underdevelopment.

Select Novels under Study

Novels written by Somai Kisku, and Mahasweta Devi consecutively stressed on the age-
old issues of social discriminations of dominant and hegemonic communities under the
shadow of development policies. The texts of the three novels refer complex history of the
tribal people as disadvantageous minorities under dominant caste communities. Mahasweta
Devi’s two Novels Suraj Gagrai (Biography of Suraj Gagrai) and Enter Pare Int (Brick above
brick) describe painful experiences of the persons/characters in the novels. The novel suraj
Gagrai on the Kol (Ho) tribal community describes experiences of father and son, at the
background of mining and dam construction activities. Another novel of the same author
written at the background of mining activities, the trafficking of Adivasi women from the
villages to brick kiln of Kolkata.

Themes of these novels grounded in the life experiences of the tribal people of the
geographical regions, in which after fifty years of establishment of the dam on the Kongsaboti
river and submerging of tribal villages like Tumang gosaidi, Barughutu, Basantapur,Nilgiri,
Gorabari, Rajabali, Baria badi, Ichang Marang, Jhapandi, the novel was published in 2008.
That memorized biographical account of a few members of a family. Those places mentioned
above originally existed as villages of the Santals. The title of the novel in its cultural
meaning and has a geographical dimension and the word ‘Namalia” is a Santal word. The
Santal of Rarnd and Manbhum area of west Bengal refer the lower region of Gangetic
plain as Namal and those persons as Namalia who migrate towards Bengal as agricultural
labourer since past. Santali young men and women went to those villages by the sides of
the Bhagirathi River to work as seasonal agriculture labors. The novel Namalia is an account
of the life sketch of people, who transformed from peasants to labors during the development
regime of post-colonial India.

Objectives of the Study

1. To study literary expressions on the landlessness of tribal people during development
era
2. To study exploitation of tribal women in the development regime

Methodology

This study depends on the literary sources, novels, and non-fictional writings to analyze
the history of growing landlessness related to tribal development as reflected in novels.
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These three novels published in 1982, 1984, and 2008. The parameters to study Development
(Sharma & Koley 2022) could not identify the parameter ‘exploitation” in any research
articles. Present study proposes that the parameter ‘exploitation” as identified in the edited
book of Gupta (2008/2015) is significant for understanding these three select novels.

Finding and Analysis
Namalia written by Somai Kisku (2008)

The main character “‘Madan’ in the novel Namalia remembers ancestral traditions. Santal
men and women as a family seasonally migrated and sometime settled to those places of
Bengal. The title of the novel constructs a social history of the Santal. The word “Namalia”
refers those who went to the West Bengal to work as agricultural laborers seasonally. This
was an age-old practice of the people. The agricultural families of Bengal also waited for
the seasonally migrating laborers to their villages from the Chottanagpur region. Madan
also worked as a labourer in Namal before he permanently migrated, last time he migrated
with his family members. The story of the novel traces experiences of a few family members
at the background of construction of dam in their ancestral village. After receiving the
compensation, those families mostly migrated to nearby villages, while Madan one of the
young men preferred to go to Namal. His wife and two daughters migrated with him and
they all went to the Jamindar Sujit Datta, who was employer of Madan once upon a time.
Madan went and stayed there as a worker and planned to settle at Namal permanently
forever. Before, going to Namal Madan was happy with the life and living in his home
village surroundings, in the forest, hills, and stream sides. Sudden change in the cultural
geography due to construction of dam compelled people to move away. His sisters invited
him to stay with them. They wanted to share their landed properties with him but he was
interested to work under Sujit Datta, ‘Kisar’ (a rich man). Kisku describes the struggle of
Madan after he reached to the house of his employer. Sujit Datta allotted cowshed for the
staying of Madan’s family and employed him as shepherd during lean period and ploughman
for tilling land in agricultural season. Madan met Santal families there, who were settlers
of that village. He purchased land from them within a few years and started cultivation.
Initially, Sujit Datta did not know it. Sujit Datta also had a plan to purchase the same land
from Santal owner. Datta heard that Madan purchased that land, and so Datta made an
enquiry about the source of money of Madan. Madan informed him about the compensation
he received from the Government and which he utilized for purchasing land. Life did not
remain same. Madan’s wife met an early death when daughters were in teen age. Madan
after daughters” marriage a loner and suffered from disease. Loneliness, hard work, and
crop failure made Madan sick. Later, after he diagnosed with tuberculosis, elder daughter
and her husband invited him to stay with them.

Madan always trusted the employer Sujit Datta completely. Once Madan took loan
from Sujit Datta long after death of his wife and daughters got married. Sujit Datta lends
him money. Madan signed papers not knowing what on paper in black and white. Insistence
from daughter and son in law compelled Madan to meet Sujit Datta. Madan informed him
that he would dispose off his landed property and stay with daughter’s family. Madan
wanted to repay the loan, demanded back papers on which he put signature for loan. Sujit
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Datta informed him that by giving money to Madan he became ‘Bargadar” of Madan.

Sujit Datta cheated Madan by misusing land reform act West Bengal. This land reform
act (1956) helped landless people in West Bengal. As per the provision of this act the
Government during 1980s and onwards allotted agricultural lands to the landless agricultural
labourer families. The Government used to siege access lands beyond ceiling limits from
big landowners, and distributed to the agricultural labourer. The novel Namalia written by
Somai Kisku has describes manipulative activities of the landowner like Sujit Datta. Madan
not being an educated man migrated to West Bengal for better living, after receiving
compensation for surrendering ancestral land for mining activities. He trusted Sujit Datta.
In reality, Madan was a ‘Namal’ (seasonal landless labourer) under Sujit Datta. But land
hungry Sujit Datta cheated illiterate Madan through written record in which Sujit Datta is
a ‘Bargadar” of Madan!

The novel ends here.

Suraj Gagrai Written by Mahasweta Debi

Suraj Gagrai written by Mahasweta Debi is a historical novel describes protest of exploited
mass of people, who are in the colonial and post-colonial record known as ‘Kol’, ‘Ho” of
the Kolhan region. This novel describes leaders of tribal background of three generations,
who fought against exploitations in their own villages and regions. The ‘thikedars” and
contractors settled in the tribal villages exploited them. Mahasweta describes how the
manipulative exploitative corrupted Raol Saheb misused government rules and regulations
to exploit natural recourses of forests, land of tribal regions. Non-tribal Raol Saheb filled
up auction forms to participate in timber trading of forest departments, in the name of
Chand Gagrai (a tribal name), who was never existed in reality. Raol Sahib received license
for cutting big trees and selling timber by false license; that rich man received supports of
caste community backgrounds and non-tribal, and he, who even sold lands of tribal to
Mata Gagrai, who was a tribal man; Mata being a tribal purchased a land which was a
tribal land and not for sale. Later, the same Raol Sahib and his associates controlled the
Government machineries to appropriate the resources of development activities. This novel
described deep-rooted corruptions practiced in the establishment of dam building, land
acquisitions for that project, and mining. Mata Gagrai, the grandfather of Suraj Gagrai,
Kalu Sumrai, the teacher of Suraj Gagrai narrate stories of exploitation of dominant people
belong to caste based communities and different regions of India. The novel portrays
biography of Suraj Gagrai, who fought against corrupted Raol Saheb and his associate to
save the tribal of his community. The novel ends in police attack and in the encounter to
death of Suraj Gagrai, the Hero among the Ho, whom Indian administration falsified as a
lawbreaker. This novel talks of collective protests of Ho ancestors since colonial period. It
unfolds roles of Indians, who exploited Aadivasi people just like colonial rulers. Therefore,
development activities in the tribal regions tell other stories.

Inter Pare Int written by Mahasweta Devi

This novel manifests cultural mechanism of exploitation of hegemonic social group/
community/people against the marginal indigenous communities. Author identified every
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manipulative human agency engaged in exploitation of the “Adivasi’/’Dalit’. This novel is
a compilation of big stories in which the exploited mass suffer constantly in all space and
time. Societies creat heroes to protest and die. The exploitation never ends. From colonial
to post-colonial to nationalist situation Jotedars, traders, officers, priests, police remain
agencies that look down upon the Adivasi men and women as ‘jungli’ or wild people. In
every story, there are ideologues, they describe social history of exploitation, and they
identify human actors and agencies of exploitations against the tribal, marginal, forest
dwellers.

Mahasweta’s tribal protagonists of this novel are always, watchful, discover different
sources of exploitative behaviors of the powerful people, dream to put an end of such
activities, deliver messages to gain strength, rape victims gathers courage to destroy evils.

This novel describes the painful experiences of the underprivileged tribal men and
women under the shadow of development. The timeline of the novel is the second half of
the twentieth century, and that is the regime of developing era in the nation India. In
novel of Mahasweta people speak differently about the social aspect, it dissects morality
of officers of privileged caste backgrounds, their hegemonic philosophy. The jotedars,
contractor, arm dealers represent kin group of dominant castes, who maintain shifting
alliances for their personal benefits. Severely tortured rape victim with the help of sex
worker exposes police officer of privileged caste origin, who was proud of his caste position,
but in the records of investigation of enquiry commission is a corrupted, exploitative,
rapist patriarch.

The novel Inter Pare Int describes a post —colonial highly corrupted society. Big
landowning males kill protagonist for protesting, for articulating voices of labourers in
support of abolition of bonded labour law, for demanding wages, for liberating self and
other tribal wage earners from control of the jotedar after abolition of bonded labour institution
in India (1976). Author describes practices of sending gifts of Jotedars, arms dealers, for
maintenance of networks of higher caste people to maintain illegal against tribal and daily
labours.

The author in this novel creates space for raped victim, trafficked tribal women, and
people who supported abolition of bonded labour law (1976); the tribal parents and spouse
took stand for victims and their children, do not deserting them. The author incorporates
progressives thoughts and debates like debates of socialists and feminists commission
members on the crime against women is isolated phenomenon or connected to all other
social evil practices.

Biographical Accounts of the two Authors

Somai kisku was born at the village of Bagan Para, post office Baichi Gram district of
Hooghly in the state of West Bengal. (On 25" February in 1959) Being son of Rasik Lal
Kisku and mother Fulmuni Kisku, Kisku did his graduation from Haripal Bibekanada
Collage in 1980. Kisku wrote novels like Ratan (2002), Kherwal Sawtare Ratan (2006) Namalia
(2008) and Baghai (2017), Author has received “Tegore Literature Award” (2010). In an
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interview, Somai Kisku told to a journalist that he writes to preserve his mother tongue
the Santali language. He expressed his gratefulness to the Santali speakers, who are custodians
of the language and culture, who saved the tradition alive by practicing it.
(m.timesofindia.com).

While Somai Kisku is an insider of the Santal community and of tribal origin, Mahasweta
Devi born on 14 January in 1926 in Dhaka of present Bangladesh and lived, ninety
years (died 28 July 2016 in Kolkata) was a Bengali by birth. She did BA in English
(Honous) from Visva Bharati University and MA from Calcutta University. Her father
Manish Ghatak was a writer and mother was Dharitri Devi. The Ghatak family was
politically leftist and famous for their literary contributions. She continued footsteps
of her father and uncle(s) one of them was famous filmmaker Hrittwik Ghatak, who
followed same ideology. She was a faculty member in college and got married to
famous theatre personality Bijon Bhattacharya. The leftist inclination of the writer
might have insisted Mahasweta Devi to write on social discrimination, exploitations,
and gender inequalities, and persons who dream to fight back. A recipient of prestigious
Academy Award (1979) of Government of India and Gyanpith Award (1996), and
Ramon Magsaysay award (1997), Padmashree (1986) Banga Bibhusan (2011) and
Padmabibhushan ((2006) wrote novels, stories on the sufferings and protests of the
tribal people and for the rights of marginal people, specifically tribes of Chattishgarh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and West Bengal. Mahasweta Debi was a human
right activist and worked for the establishment of rights and empowerment of the
Lodha, Shabar in particular. She basically wrote in the Bengali language and published
novels like Hajar Churashir Ma, Aranyer Adhikar, Rudali, etc.

Analysis and Concluding Remarks

Three novels referred here represent second half of twentieth century and beyond. Protagonist
of these novels are tribal men and women. Locations are mostly within the cultural geography
of tribal communities of preset Jharkhand and adjacent areas of West Bengal. These two
neighbouring states are home of many tribes. While Jharkhand is predominantly a tribal
state, and home of many tribes, in the state of West Bengal the Santal are second largest
population. Both the author Somai Kisku and Mahasweta Devi are from West Bengal.
They wrote in two different languages, which are their mother tongue. Somai Kistu belong
to the same community of the protagonist Madan. The riverside planes is referred in his
novel is situated in the same cultural geography author lives. The author and the tribal
characters represent the Santal of West Bengal.

Main tribal protagonist characters of novels-Suraj Gagrai and Inter Pare Int of Mahasweta
Devi are from Ho community of Jharkhand. Mahaseta Devi, basically a Bengali by birth and
write in the same language is famous for her topics basically, she writes for the exploited
people and tribal. The Ho community of present Jharkhand came in prominence since 1830s
while people of their habitats organized social movement against British colonial tax policy
as well as against the then Indian Jamindars, moneylenders, traders, of Indian origin.
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The novel Namalia written by Somai Kisku describes social history of the Santal life
and living. The word ‘Namalia” in the Santali language refers to the agricultural laborers,
who went down to cultivate lands in the Bengal side since long back. They work as seasonal
laborers went back to their village every year. The word ‘Namalia’ identifies seasonal
occupation of a group of people in its original meaning. Somai Kisku symbolically used
that word as title of his novel, which depicts other meaning. In his writing, Madan the
central character of this novel is not a seasonal labourer rather a subject faces exploitation
ever. Despite of so much personal initiative to achieve an economically better position,
Madan had to face hurdles due to dominant hegemonic and exploitative mass of people
and their behaviours, and activities.. The author Somai Kisku very efficiently penned down
manipulative and corrupted behaviours of Sujit Datta. The misinterpretation of the concept
‘Bargadar’ is a revelation for understanding that how dominant caste communities reinterpret
rules and regulations to cheat tribal people in any situation. Both Somai Kisku and Mahasweta
Devi locate activities of land brokers, who belong to caste communities of India. Earlier,
those people were referred as Jamindar, Jotedar, etc.. Despite Jamindars are no more in
India, but behavior of the land hungry people, their tricks to exploit tribal prominently
depicted in the novels as remain same.

This novel Namalia describes life experience of members of family of Madan, his wife,
mother, sister, and children. This novel describes the effects of displacement of the Madan
and many other Santal families from their ancestral village due to construction of a dam.
The family members of Madan after displacement left their village permanently. The family
members faced premature death, unnatural death. Somai Kisku narrates painful life experience
of Madan. Madan found that he could not make his mother happy, who migrated with
him and later returned. Mother committed suicide. Madan felt guilty for mother’s unnatural
death and blamed himself responsible. Madan perceived unfriendly environment of West
Bengal the village of Sujit Datta all to blame for mother’s death. Madan fully trusted his
employer Sujit Dutta, a landowner, and moneyed man. After death of his wife in snakebite,
Madan felt that life might not be so painful if he stayed back with his sister’s village! His
wife might have live long! He lost his mother. She drowned in the water of the dam.
Namalia, didn’t focus anything against the development activities. Cannels of these river
dams benefitted people. The first author Biseswar Saren observes that in Binpur II block,
district Jhargram, West Bengal, villages besides cannels of river dams mostly beneficial
for irrigation during less rain. The river cannels of Binpur Block II are connected to Tarafeni
river. This statement of Bisesswar is his life experience as a member of tribal peasant family.

Bisesswar Saren, the first author of this article a resident of Jamboni narrates a life
experience on the stone mining activities happened in nearby village Kaliam, block Binpur
II, which is located within 10 kilomer. The quarry was on around five acres of land. The
stones were available at a depth of 200-300 ft.. The ‘khandri’ (very deep), abandoned queries
full of water are site of high risk. Khandri cannot drain out water, not those places are
habitable. Bisesswar heard from elders that the Kaliam is a predominantly tribal area and
people initially welcome this project. Blasting in the Khandri had broken wall of houses.
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This was a turning point in people’s life. A social movement against stone mining activities
(during 2005-2006) ultimately discontinued this business of the trader came from outside
of community and took support of a few members of the locality. Bisesswar was an adolescent
boy while this quarry closed. Bisesswar personal observation is life of Adivasi people
changed after they protest. A good many educated Adivasi persons are in responsible
positions and in different jobs.

The human characters of these three novels, life experiences of the members, biographical
backgrounds of novelists and Bisesswar Saren’s life experience identify hegemony of
mainstream people in development. These novels identify shadows under development.
The quantitative approaches on development usually not apply the parameter to study
“exploitation”, mindless dominant hegemonic behaviour of privileged caste people engaged
in delivering duties or implementing development program. These novels identify two
worlds within the horizon of development and describe reasons of slow growth. Decolonizing
of research methodologies, selecting new parameters, are immensely required to reflect
tribal realities of landlessness.
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Bodo Identity Politics in Colonial Assam
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Abstract

Early 20" century can be considered as the beginning of Bodo politics. Today, the Bodo
politics is inching towards a century old landmark. Chiefly, this paper analyses the Bodo
politics of early 20" Century, especially beginning from the political activities of the first-
generation Bodo leaders, till independence of India. Emergence of Bodo politics under
various quasi-political organizations, especially under the Tribal League remains as the
main focus of the study. Overall, the political phenomenon, paradigm shift and the occurrences
of politics thereof are critically reviewed. Critical analysis of data from secondary sources
is the main basis of this study.

Keywords : Bodo, Colonialism, Identity, Politics, Tribals etc.
Introduction

Identity movement is not a new phenomenon in the land of diverse culture in a country
like India. It has been rooted in Indian states since monarchical rule. Many ethnic groups
have fought for separate political identity. There are incidences of separate political
arrangements, created on identity basis (Wary & Daimary, 2015). Bodo identity politics is
not a new phenomenon. It was the result of Bodo identity consciousness that was fostered
during colonial reign. It may be said that the identity consciousness was kindled by social
reformation, spread of western education and the rise of educated Bodo middle class (Brahma,
2016). Among the pioneers of Bodo identity movement, mention may be made of some of
the chief architects, namely, Kalicharan (Mech) Brahma, Christian Missionaries, the first-
generation Bodo leaders, several social and quasi-political Bodo organizations.

Identity politics is a phenomenon which emerges from an ostensible feeling of deprivation
and perceived as a threat for marginalization (Haloi, 2018). Bodo identity politics is perceived
as a threat of marginalization rising out of factors, namely, socio-political, language-cultural,
economics and land, which originated from Assamese hegemony, migration of outsiders
and Colonial policies etc. The subsiding Bodo identity compelled them to organize themselves
under various socio-political organizations in order to safeguard the Bodo interest.

Questions come up as follows: What are the “Bodo Interest?” and “Other’s Interest”?
How did these ‘divergent interest” of “Bodo and Others” affected the Bodo politics?
Hypothetically, the emergence of the Bodo interest clearly suggests that it is one of the
products originating from rising consciousness as ‘distinct and unique’ ethnicity. Bodo
ethnic identity is entirely different from others, which they believe is under threat of extinction
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due to social, economic and political marginalization. As a result of such apprehension,
movements started for recognition, assertion and safeguarding of the identity. Thus politics
of difference has become inevitable. The emergence of Bodo identity politics became a
regular issue.

Who are the Bodos?

Bodos are the earliest settlers of Assam. Gaits believed that they migrated and settled in
Brahmaputra valley during prehistoric era (Gait, 1967). They are considered as descendants
of Mongoloid race. Eminent scholar and linguist, G.A Grierson recognized them as a sub-
section of the Bodo-Naga group, a Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan family of
language (Grierson, 1967). Anthropologists have identified them as Tibeto-Burman in origin.
Bodo tribe comprises of Bodo linguistic groups, which include, Lalungs, Koches, Sonowals
and Rabhas of Brahmaputra Valley; the Barmans and Dimasas of Cachar Hills; the Tripuris
of Tripura; the Hajongs and Garos of Meghalaya and Bangladesh; and the Meches or Boro
of lower Assam, North Bengal and South-East of Nepal (Sonowal, 2013). They are also
called as the Kacharis. The word Kachari as described by S. Endle was designated as a racial
connotation for the Bodo linguistic group. The Britishers and the Christian Missionaries,
who were the first pioneer of Bodo literature, used the term Kachari as a racial name (Mochari,
1997). However, it was an eminent linguist, Brain Hodgson, who was the first to confer
the name Bodo to the Kachari race. Since then, the term Bodo is used both as a generic and
national name by the authors of the later period. Many authors used the terms Bodo, Kachari
or Bodo-Kachari as synonymous. The Bodo or Boro was originally applied only in linguistic
context but later it acquired the ethnic connotation (Moshahary, 1983).

Material and Methods

Discussion of this paper focuses chiefly on the Bodo identity consciousness, political
phenomenon, paradigm shift and the occurrences of politics thereof during the colonial
era. The study is analytical in nature. Observation and critical analysis of secondary data
is the main basis and sources of this study. The sources of the data are published books,
magazines, journals, thesis etc.

Bodo Identity Politics during Colonial Era

Bodo identity politics has a colonial origin. Academician and scholars very often loosely
use the general tribal politics of Assam to indicate the Bodo politics. In this regard, Sonowal
observed that in absence of Bodo political party, the Bodo politics started under the Tribal
League (Sonowal, 2013). Sujit Choudhury argued that Bodos were the most advanced among
all other tribals and their demand represents the demand of all other tribal groups of
Assam (Choudhury, 2007). B.K Karjie writes that the Bodo elites initially rose with reformative
zeal in early 20 century but very soon they developed a distinct political set of mind.
Subsequently, the Bodo politics came at the wake of Bodo identity consciousness simulated
from Brahma movement (Karjie B. K., 2020). Sujit Choudhury observed that the emergence
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of Bodo politics in early 20" century was kindled by the Bodo reform movement of Gurudev
Kalicharan Brahma. According to Choudhury, the demand for seat reservation in Assembly
before the Simon Commission was in response to developments taking place around them.
The self-confident Bodos were aware of the neighbouring politics. The Bodo Mahasanmelans
at the time also facilitated a platform for discussion of political and community issues.
They were ready to enter into the politics with a hope to gain something by sharing limited
power under the colonial rule (Choudhury, 2007). It is clear that they were aware of the
need for power sharing at local bodies and provincial council in order to pursue political
ambitions.

The term “Plain Tribal’ is often used. Plain Tribal in political discourse was first coined
by the British in 1930s in order to lump together the cognate tribes of Bodo-Kachari, Miri
and Mikir families of Assam. Throughout the century, the term was used by the tribal
leaders of Assam (Pathak, 2010). It was consciously used and designed to segregate tribal
identity from non-tribal. It was used for the sake of interest of tribals for their political
empowerment through union of diverse tribal nationalities. Parallel discourse of tribal
politics took place since then. It was seeded in identity question of the tribal originating
chiefly from indignity.

It is clear that Bodo politics is a natural occurrence from the resistance and challenge
to the hegemony of Assamese caste Hindu. This was proclaimed in 1928, when the Bodo-
Kachari Sanmilin volubly and clearly declared the Bodo tribals as distinct and independent
group from Hindus in all respects (Karjie, 2020). The reason behind this is that the tribals
were discriminated, treated unequal and secluded from the caste Hindu Assamese Society.
Beteille (1998) has shown that Hindus shaped the tribal politics and transformation of the
tribes (Baruah, 2019). This indicates a momentum of tribal politics that was picking up in
Assam to protect the interest of the tribals and their ethnic identity. Formation of tribal
identity, especially the Bodo identity, is a clear case that arose from an apprehension of
caste Hindu Assamese’s hegemony. Organisation of Bodos during the time into various
political and non-political platform was none but a response to counter the Assamese
hegemony. From thereon, emergence of many social and quasi-political organizations also
became inevitable. Foundation of the Tribal League in April 1933 is one such tribal political
organisation that came at such wake. Tribal leaders such as Rupnath Brahma, Satish Ch.
Basumatary, Bhimbor Deuri and Jadav Ch. Khaklary were aware of the needs of tribal
unification because of ongoing exploitation (Sonowal, 2013). Emergence of Tribal League
for sure was a result of socio-political and economic exploitation of the tribals by the Hindu
Assamese. Because divided by religion, unprotected by colonial power, discriminated in
Assamese society, the Bodos as a community was breaking-up and the total extinction as
a distinct tribe was feared to be imminent.

When it was said that the caste Hindus were unsympathetic towards tribals, Assam
Kachari Jubak Sanmilin vehemently opposed. The discrimination towards tribal by the
Assamese Hindus alienated tribals from non-tribal and compelled to declare themselves
as outside the caste-ridden Assamese Hindu society (Pathak, 2010). Andrew Clow, the
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Governor of Assam also alleged the Assamese Hindus and Muslims for indifferent attitude
towards the tribes. As such, the feeling of deprivation among tribes had fostered the emergence
in the province of local organizations, such as, Kachari, Chutiya, Koch, Rajbangshi, Muttock
Sanmilan etc. All of them Initially functioned independently but in 1933 joined hands to
form All Assam Plain Tribal League (Kalita, 2017). The Sanmalini was keen on reviving the
past glory of the Bodos. They propagated that the Bodo-Kacharis were once the ruling
class of Assam.They demanded that they should be given opportunities for access and
management of political matters even now (Narzary C.,2011). It is clear that, these kindled
the Bodo politics. Emergence of several Bodo quasi-political organizations also gives a
clear idea about the appearance of Bodo politics. Existence of loggerhead politics gave rise
to the tendency of polarization among the plain tribal Bodos, caste Hindu Assamese and
Muslims because of contested interest. The caste politics existed among the Ethnic Tribes
and caste Hindu Assamese, in which the latter patronized themselves under Hindu Assamese
nationalism and the former mobilized themselves under Ethnic tribal identity, distinct
from Hindu Assamese.

Bodo Politics under various Quasi-Political Organizations

With the kind of socio-political paradigm, fostering mainly around ethnic identity, there
were resistance to Hinduization of the tribes and hegemony of caste Hindu Assamese. In
addition, lack of education, denial of occupation in administration and existing traditional
economic system, pushed them further into margins in the Assamese society. On the one
hand, the Assamization of the tribes had compelled them to renounce their own ancestral
traditions and practices (Brahma, 1992); on the other, the open-door policy in Assam for
serving the needs of colonial administration also paved way for outsiders into the province.
As a result, all the important positions of administration were either taken by the high
caste Hindu Assamese of non-tribal origin or by the outsiders. They became more backward
and marginalized. Humiliated in Assamese society because of their occupation and lifestyle,
they converted to Hinduism in order to get equal status and social respect. They renounced
their own language, traditions, dress, culture, and religion in order to avoid discrimination
and to get accepted in Assamese society. But the discrimination continued despite conversion
to Hinduism (Sonowal, 2013). This can be well substantiated from the early writings of
Sidney Endle. Endle estimated that the ethnic group of Bodo-Kachari within the borders
of Assam was not less than a million soul and probably many more; but many of them
have converted to Hinduism in late years and lost their mother tongue. From many
perspectives, lights are thrown on the queries such as, ‘How did ethnic identity shaped
tribal politics?” “What did the tribals articulated and mobilized their interest?” “‘What was
the outcome?” The table below shows an assimilation and Hinduisation of Bodo-Kacharis
during colonial period.
Table : Indicate the Hinduised Population of Bodo-Kachari groups
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Emergence of Bodo educated middle class also emphasized the Bodo interest. Since

Name

Number in (Aprox.)

Chief Habitat

1. Bara (Kachari)

I. Northern Group
272,500

Western Darrang, Kachari Duars,
North Kamrup

Mahaliyas

2. Rabha (Totala) 31,370 Goalpara

3. Mech (Mes) 93,900 Goalpara

4. Dhimal (See B. Hudgson) North East Bengal

5. Koch 10,300 Jalpaiguri to West Darrang
6. Solanimiyas 15-18 Families Mangaldoi Subdivision

7. Phulgariyas }

Western Darrang (All Slightly

Saraniyas Hinduised Kacharis)
II. Southern Group
1. Dimasa 15,931 North Cachar Hills
2. Hojais 2,750 North Cachar Hills & Nowgong
3. Lalungs 40,160 South-West Nowgong and adjoining
Districts

4. Garos 150,000 Garo Hills
5. Hajongs 8,766 Southern Garo Hills
6. Hill Tippera (Tripura) | 105,850 Hill Tippera

Source : (Endle, S. , 2017 (Ed. 3rd))

then, articulation of Bodo interest began under the leadership of various quasi-political
organizations. The desire for rights, representations and emancipation encouraged them
to put forward their interest. Handful of Bodo leaders, namely, Kalicharn Brahma, Rupnath
Brahma and few others, were pioneers in this quest (Pathak, 2010). In 1920s, the waves of
Swaraj movement had given rise to the sense of nationalism. With the rise of pan-Indian
Nationalism, the sub-nationalism based on regionalism, culture and ethnicity had also
taken distinct form in many regions. At that time, the British regime appointed Simon
Commission for reformation in political setup. Observers were sure about the coming of
more autonomy to provincial and central administration, fragmented representation and
reservations in Assembly for different communities. Although, the Bodos were new entrant
to the politics, but they were vigilant of development taking place around them. Kalicharan
Brahma and other Bodo leaders could visualize the outcome and placed their demands
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(Choudhury, 2007). Dejected by denial from benefits of reform in local bodies and Council,
the Bodos demanded for separate electorate because representations were classified on
the basis of Mohammedan and non-Mohammedan. Mostly, the benefits were reaped by
advanced communities, the Brahmins, Kshatriyas and Sudras, despite the Bodo-Kachari
population was formidable in size. They were also assertive for classification of non-
Mohammedan into Hindu and non-Hindus(Sonowal, 2013).The Bodo-Kachari organisation
had already identified themselves as distinct from Hindu and demanded for separate census
for them. Consequently, the demand for separate electorate and seat reservation echoed
louder among plain tribals. In fact, tribal politics in Assam filliped when the Assam Jubak
Sanmilini demanded for separate electorate and reservation of two seats in Assam Legislative
Council for Kacharis of Surma Valley and Assam Valley (Narzary, 2011). By 1929, tribal
politics became stronger when Simon Commission visited Assam. This gave the tribals an
opportunity to place their grievances. Various tribal associations including Bodo-Kachari
submitted numbers of memorandum. Among them, the representatives from Primitive
and Backward Tribes, especially, from the Bodos of Goalpara district were prominent to
call for Commission's attention to their deprivation. They demanded for separate
representation in local Council and reservation of seat in Central Legislature (Pathak, 2010).
The Goalpara Boro Jubak Sanmalini submitted a demand of charter before Commission,
which include the creation of Bodo regiment; representation in the Council; reservation in
government services; scholarships for Bodo Students; establishment of Civil sub-division
at Kokrajhar; enactment of Goalpara Tenancy Bill to ensure the tenants of Khas Mahal
trading rights of forest timbers, and retention of Goalpara district in Assam (Narzary C.,
2011). Overall development resulted into great political drive. However it is not known
whether it came with the help of higher officials of imperial authority or not. Choudhury's
appraisal was quite skeptic in this respect. He wrote that the Bodo leaders might have
acted upon a tip of government agent in dejection, as the movement was ignored by other
forces around. Clearly, he also gave credit to Brahma elites that it was a result of desire for
securing rightful place in the state and polity. Importantly, the British administration had
its own reason for sympathy towards tribals because none of the forces around were concerned
for their interest. In a matter of fact, although the issues of land alienation and tribal tenants
under Goalpara Tencay Act, 1929 drew strong attention and sentiments but concern was
only for the Assamese. The nationalist forces were busy outside the Assembly, boycotting
the Commission. In social development policies too, the non-tribal elites were indifferent
towards tribals. None did consider them as a potential political force (Choudhury, 2007).
Hypothetically, Choudhury assumed that the Bodos might have played under the patronage
of government agents. Whosoever was behind, the seed of communal and caste-based
idea of reservation was already planted by colonial administrators and such idea had taken
a course in politics. Apparently, this idea was a result of inherent communal interest of
each group, that were contesting for the protection of conflicting interest against the interest
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of others. The Hindu-Muslim divide was not only socio-political but eternal too i.e., the
caste Hindu Assamese were critical of Muslims, similarly the Muslims towards Hindus.
The Bodos too had a strong feeling of being separated by ethnicity from others i.e., both
Hindus and Muslims. Unlike, Hindu and Muslims whose identity was principally based
on religion, the identity of Bodos resulted from fear of being oppressed by the "Other"
identities. This came out of perceived threat to distinct ethnicity. The Bodo politics was
motivated by identity centric crisis, originating from socio-economic and political
marginalization. Certainly, the communal electorates of Hindu and Muslims have much
to do with communal interest of the two. The separate electorate for the Bodos has much
to do with safeguarding of indigenous tribes and their political interest. The British did
exploit the situation. It became permanent and used for the protection of almost in all
matters of socio-economic and political interest. Not only for seats in Assembly but also
for job benefits and land settlements. It became a permanent issue since it stood as a stumbling
block between the Assamese and Bodos.

Issues, Politics and Interest Articulation of the Bodos under the All Assam Plain Tribal
League or Tribal League (AAPTL): A Critical Overview

There were local quasi-political organizations too, who were actively articulating the interest
of respective tribes. The emergence of 'Tribal League' was clearly a landmark in the history
of tribal politics because this can be considered as a steppingstone towards political unification
of plain tribes in Assam. With the birth of Tribal League, the multi fold problems of plain
tribal also began to gather political articulation. Then onwards the tribal politics took off
and gathered momentum towards proper direction.

It is observed that migrations, foreigners, land, and Assamese nationality occupies
central position in the contest for present politics in Assam. Such politics is not new. It was
generated at a time dating back to the colonial rule. In simple parlance, the colonization of
Assam resulted in continuous wave of both internal and external migration. Throwing
lights into this matter, Sandhya Goswami has pointed out the social and economic
restructuring of Assam during Colonial rule. These were mostly related to the introduction
of new administration, land and taxation policies by the British that were designed to suit
the colonial interest. Particularly, the booming Tea industry and settlement policy of vast
wasteland under cultivation for revenue encouraged more immigrants. By 1901, the tea
industry alone brought more than 5.97 lakh (Census report) migrant laborers (Goswami
S., 2001). As stated, the districts of Brahmaputra Valley had a vast and virgin cultivable
wasteland. Bengal saw a rapid rise of population during the period. As a result, a steady
influx took place in Assam. By 1911, the western part of Goalpara district was crowded by
migrants. More than 85 percent of the migrants were Muslims, and the rest were Hindus.
They were rapidly entering into the districts of Nowgong, Kamrup etc. and occupied the
lands originally belonging to Tribal people (Borthakur & Thaosen, 2012). By 1921, the number
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of immigrants almost tripled in Goalpara district. In Brahmaputra Valley, the estimated
number of immigrant settlers crossed 3 lakh (Guha, 1977). This happened because of the
open door policy by colonial rulers. As a result, the local communities were squeezed by
rapidly rising Muslims migrant populations. Especially, the tribals were culturally submerged
and demographically outnumbered (Goswami, 2001). In fear of demographic marginalization,
the natives agitated and demanded for safeguard. In this backdrop, the Line System was
introduced in Nowgong and Kamrup districts in 1920 with a view to safeguard the interest
of natives and to avoid conflict rising from tensions between natives and immigrants. Line
System demarcated the areas settled by migrants from those of the original settlers by a
line (Borthakur & Thaosen, 2012). By 1930s, it came into effect in most districts of Upper
Assam. For Tribals, it was a move towards protection of their land. But in reality, it failed
to work effectively in absence of strong local authority because the government never
took it seriously and was not pursued with strict policy (Pathak, 2010). Most part of Goalpara
district where Bodo-Kachari were concentrated was left without any such provision. As a
result, land alienation continued despite the operation of line system. Back in 1920s, the
phobia of illegal migrations gave birth to a new political wave of Assamese sub-nationalism
in Assam. Nonetheless, this wave was the result of phobia from "immigration and land
alienation". The politics of "true or indigenous Assamese community" then started with
the loud echo of narratives like Bidekhi (foreigners), Asamiya Jatir (Assamese Race), Assamese
Hindu Jatiya (Assamese Hindu National), Assam Desh (Assamese nation or birthplace)
and Jatir Sampati (National Resources) throughout Assam (Pegu, 2004). However, the question
is "whether the birth of Assamese sub-nationalism was an inclusive identity embracing
both tribals and non-tribals"? A critical observation however is contradictory because the
Bodo identity consciousness happened concurrently by opposing the chauvinist attitudes
of caste Hindu Assamese, at a time when the Assamese nationalism was in its prime.
Clearly, the politics in Assam became complicated with questions of legitimate control of
land and resources rights, ethnic identity of tribals, Assamese identity, religion, illegal
migrations, and foreigners. Each group were contesting against the other. The Congress
representing indigenous Assamese interest, Muslim League, and Tribal League articulating
interest for their own communities. For that matter, the Tribal League representing tribal
interest was also assertive for the institutional safeguard of tribals.

Tribal League's landmark achievement came when the government under the Act,
1935 considered demand for separate electorate and four seats were reserved in the Assembly.
First election for Assam Assembly was held in 1937. Officially, the Tribal League did not
contest election, but the four elected Tribal leaders created a block in Assembly with the
name Tribal League block or Tribal Party (Choudhury S., 2007). Elected tribal representatives
were Rupnath Brahma, Rabi Ch. Kachari, Dhirshing Deori and Karka Ch. Doley. Bhimbar
Deori got nominated in Assam Legislative Council (Narzary, 2011).

Table : Composition of Assam Legislative Assembly (Under the Act of 1935)
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However, none of the party emerged with clear majority. In a state of hung Assembly,

No. of [ Number of Poll Participation
Seats Electors Rate in Contested Seats

Territorial Constituencies
1 Non-Muhammedan General 47 445626 76

including 7 reserved seats for

Schedule Caste
2 Muhammedan 34 277677 65.5
3 Women 1 2199 55.5
4 European 1 2357
5 Indian Christian 1 5743
Special Constituencies
1. (a) Backward Plain Tribes 4 27588 46.3

(b) Backward Hill Tribes 5 18338 64.6
2. (a) European Planters 7 975

(b) Indian Planters 7 344
3. (a) Commerce and Industry 1 18

(European)
(b) Commerce and Industry 1 197
(Indian)
4. Tea Garden Labour 4 34279
Total 108 815241 71.3

Source : (Guha, 1977)

the Congress did not show any interest in power sharing due to rigid party policy. As
such, the Tribal League on certain conditions supported the Saddulla government. But
soon, the Congress realized the needs of fluidity in politics and amended rigid party policy
when saw the eagerness of other parties in power sharing (Choudhury S. , 2007). It was
not surprising that the tribals were unhappy with Saddulla's land policy. As a result,
uncertainty emerged over continuation of support to Muslim League. Clearly by late 1930s,
the tribal land alienation had become a chronic problem. The tribal leaders seeking for
land protection were keen to support any party to power on terms of land policy. Amid
this, the Bordoloi led Congress started wooing other parties. Obviously, the Tribal members
were their target for number game. Guha says,

“In an attempt to gain allies among tribal and labour members, Bordoloi raised the bogey of
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tribal people in plains losing their lands to immigrants. He demanded a protective system of tribal
belts for them.... The Congress and the Tribal League entered an agreement to bring in a new
coalition government.” (Guha, 1977).

Sujit Choudhury in his critical observation underscores the fact that Bordoloi's concern
for tribal was sudden and not the outcome of policy under consideration. In simple word,
his concerned was clearly a political and designed to win the tribal's support. Because of
the fact that during these decades, the Assamese social leaders and intellectuals have never
featured tribal's problem in their agenda nor they ever tried to involve the tribals in political
processes. When the land alienation remained burning issue for social and political debates
throughout the decade, almost all the organizations, Assamese leaders and newspapers
had their opinion expressed and circulated. The concern and agony expressed were always
for indigenous Assamese peasants, not for the tribals. Therefore when Bordoloi took up
the long neglected tribal's cause, it was no secret that the gesture had its origin in political
exigency dictated by the situation. The Tribal League by that time had come to understand
the game of politics and they did not shy away to form a pact with Congress on agreements
(Choudhury, 2007). In 1938, Tribal League withdrew from Muslim League and joined with
Congress on terms that included continuance of separate electorate, maintenance of independent
party identity, determination of Tribal representation in Local Boards, inclusion of tribals in Schedule
irrespective of religion, preferential treatment of Tribal as a separate class for government services,
grants of fund for the education and tribal welfare, settlement of lands to the landless tribals and
one ministry from Tribal League (Karjie, 2020). Surprisingly, the question of land alienation
remained understated in the pact and was just limited to mere land settlement for landless
tribals. Trivial concern for political and economic security were prioritized. The question
remains, did Bordoloi's plea of tribal land alienation had any direct bearing on Tribal League?
or, they just preferred to ignore the issue for the time being; or is it that tribal land alienation
was just anticipatory; or else, the tribal leaders were sure that Bordoloi had his own reasons
to let any immigrants to settle in the wasteland. Astonishing though, and not to forget,
that many times the issues of immigration and land alienation had been raised by tribal
leaders prior to this pact.

Moreover, it was evident, that there was growing distrust between Hindu and Muslims;
Assamese and Bengali; and the fear of tribals against the immigrants. The Line System
Committee favored the effective line for tightening the tribal lands protection system (Guha,
1977). The Muslims outrageously opposed the Line System both inside and outside Assembly.
Against the Line System, the Muslim League in 1937 moved a resolution for abolition of it.
This move was strongly criticized by Rabi Ch. Kachari and Rupnath Brahma, both members
of Tribal League, which eventually led to withdrawal of the move (Pathak, 2010). Rabi Ch.
Kachari justified its continuation as a necessary protection measure to safeguard the tribal
land (Kachari, Rabi Ch. (Speech), 1937). Rupnath Brahma too demanded for enforcement
of such system in the Goalpara district to protect tribals from immigrants (Brahma, R (Speech),
1937). Some non-tribal leaders too, especially Naba Kr. Dutta and Mahi Ch. Bora criticized
such move by Muslim League. Evidently, the ‘Line or no Line” contest echoed through the
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entire Assam. Partisan politics in caste line upheld by the Assamese indigenous or Hindu
Assamese. Tribal and Muslim voices were distinctly loud in the Valley. This created a
delicate situation for Saddulla for taking a decision on the matter. Tilting towards Muslims,
Saddulla pursued Muslim appeasement politics by assuring to do away with the Line
System. This created hysterics among the Hindu Assamese and Tribals (Guha, 1977). However,
back in 1928, the colonization scheme relaxed the protected lines implemented in Nowgong,
Barpeta and Mangaldai sub-division with the approval of NC Bordoloi and Saadulla. It
allowed the immigrants to settle in virgin land of Brahmaputra Valley. Bordoloi's advocacy
for leaving enough land for expansion of indigenous people was an appeasing move for
Assamese indigenous. The scheme drew severe criticism from Mulan and Jnananath Bora.
Bora was especially, overt to the outcry, that unless Sylhet was separated, influxes were
stopped and Assamese language wss declared as medium of instruction; the Assamese
nationality would perish (Guha, 1977). Muslim leaders, especially Maulvi Sayidur Rahman,
backed the scheme and retaliated that indigenous have no bar for occupying land. Nonetheless,
this scheme met a strong resistance from the tribals. F. W Hockenhull rejected Rahman's
claim. Karka Dolay opposed such scheme because of the growing land scarcity (Pathak,
2010). M. Mullan, a superintendent of 1931 Census, called the immigration as an "invasion".
J. H. Hutton, a Census Commissioner of India, also said that the immigrants were "prolific
breeders, industrious cultivators, unruly and uncomfortable neighbors. They have threatened
to take over the indigenous people and change the demography of entire Brahmaputra
Valley in few decades (Hutton, 1931).

Clearly, the migrants” intrusion made the tribal leaders afraid and apprehensive for
displacement from their own land. In the wake of urgent need to protect tribals from
immigrants, the demand for line system echoed louder in Brahmaputra Valley. In 1939,
the Bordoloi ministry, after much deliberation, agreed to evict all immigrant squatters
from the submontane regions, which were declared as ““protected tribal blocks.” Following
the Committee’s report, the government adopted a land settlement policy, which declared
to constitute protected areas, comprising of areas ““mouzas’”” or compact parts of the ““mouzas”,
predominantly inhibited by the tribals and other backward classes. But in 1940, due to the
resignation of Bordoloi Ministry, such provision were largely left unimplemented (Pathak,
2010). Tribal League was Left in confusion. With the development of political exigency
after the resignation of Congress, the Tribal League again realigned with Muslim League
in 1940 in similar terms agreed previously, although they were in of doubts in Saddulla
ministry’s sincerity (Narzary, 2011). The Tribal leaders were cautiously watching Saddulla’s
policies. Saddulla’s ““Grow more food” policy met a stiff opposition especially, from the
tribal leaders. Under the pretext of policy, they sensed conspiracy of settling surplus Muslims
population of East Bengal, in tribal areas and turn Assam into Muslim majority province
(Bhattacharya, 2001). In 1940, Baliram Das, a representative of backward caste strongly
criticized Saddulla ministry for its immigrant policy. He called the migrations an ““invasion”
into the “line and reserved areas”” (Das, Baliram (Speech), 1938). Saddulla's underlying
policy was to protect interest of immigrant Muslims by the land settlement policy at the
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expense of Tribal interes. This was severely opposed. Further, the abolition of Line System
left the tribals helpless and unprotected (Mwshahary, 2015). Not only that, the Tribal League
also opposed vehemently the merger of Assam and transfer of Goalpara with Bengal (Narzary,
2011). By 1946, the Congress returned to power with majority. The Tribal League could
retain only two seats. Bordoloi accommodated Bhimbar Deori, from Tribal League, in his
Ministry. The Tribal League also pressurized the Bordoloi Ministry for tribal representative
in Constituent Assembly. As a result, Dharanidhar Basumatary was elected as a member
for Constituent Assembly (Mwshahary, 2015). The wave of Independence across the nation
gave a new zeal to the leaders. Tribal leaders too, in 1946 submitted a number of demands
to British Cabinet Mission, which included: reservation of 4 seats in the Assembly, 16
seats in the Council, one representative in the Viceroy's Executive Council, 3 seats in the
Central Legislative Assembly, one seat in the Central Legislative Council (Karjie, 2020),
separate seats with separate electorate, not to merge Assam with Pakistan, safeguard of
Tribal interest in the post-colonial India, and one or more Tribal member in Constituent
Assembly. Other demands of the Tribal League submitted in 1947 included the creation of
Scheduled Areas for plain tribals under 5th Schedule of the Constitution (Karjie, 2019). In
the wake of tribal land alienation and tribal resentment, the government formally amended
the land settlement of 1945, adopted to protect tribals and other backward class. By an Act
in 1947, the “Tribal Belts and Blocks”” were created by adding Chapter-X in Assam Land
and Revenue Regulation Act 1886. Under the provisions, 33 Tribal Belts and Blocks covering
5,704 square miles were created. The Act prohibits transfer and possession of tribal lands
by outsiders and non-tribals within the protected Belts and Blocks. In post-independent
time, despite existence of such provision, immigration did not stop. Land menace continued
for the Bodos (Barpujari, 1998). No doubt, the provision came as a significant measure for
safeguarding the political and land rights of the Tribals. But the sincere implementation of
it has been questioned from time to time. Relating to this matter, B. Karjie points out that
the Bodo Movement for autonomy originated out of such provision (Karjie, 2019). However,
post-independence period saw disintegration of Tribal League due to diverse interest and
problems of different tribes. Many leaders of the League merged with Congress because
of their individual vested interests. And few of them got elected with the Congress ticket
(Sonowal, 2013). The Tribal League after independence renamed as Tribal Sangha, had
assumed non-political role from political role. This weakened the position of the tribals in
the State politics. Many considered it a blunder, because League was a beacon for plain
tribals' socio-economic and political interest in Assam. Remarkably, the absence of tribal
local party in the State, left them at the mercy and goodwill of the Congress government
for about two decades. Instead of giving special attention, the tribal grievances were merged
with those of the mainstream Assamese (Karjie, 2019). To summarize the politics during
colonial era in Brahmaputra Valley, the dominant issues were immigration, foreigners,
land alienation and the politics arising out of those for the socio-economic and political
security. Each group contested for respective interest and tried to mobilize their loyal
supporters in the line of caste, religion and ethnicity. It became clear that the Congress
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cared mostly for the interest of Hindu Assamese Caste or Assamese indigenous, Tribal
League stood for tribals' interest and Muslim League, and other Muslim Party patronized
immigrants and Muslim interest.

Summary and Conclusion

To summarize, the Bodo identity politics has its colonial origin. Today, it has become a
persistent issue in the politics of Assam. It chiefly originated from a perceived threat of
marginalization of socio-cultural, political-economic, language, land alienation due Assamese
hegemony, migration from outsides and colonial policies. Clearly, from the above overview,
the process of Bodo identity formation and politics thereof were fostered with the spread
of western education, rise of educated Bodo middle class, social reform in Bodo society
and their desire for preservation of distinct Bodo identity. For that matter, they articulated
their interest through several Bodo quasi-political organisation, tribal organisation and
leadership of the time.
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Meditation and the life in Bharat at the time of Buddha
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The book entitled “Meditation and the Life in Bharat at the time of Buddha” by two
erudite scholars Dr. Anirban Sengupta and Smt. Mithu Lahiri is a compilation of articles
on different socio-religious aspects of India since the pre Vedic period upto the Buddhist
era; such as, the methodology of the practice of Meditation (dhyana) as explained both in
the Hindu and Buddhist scriptures, the religious history of India with special reference to
Buddhism, the socio-political background for the rise of Mahayana Buddhism, the socio-
economic condition of India during the time of Buddha as depicted in the Pali literature. It
is interesting to note that for each and every aspects of discussion on the above mentioned
subjects, both the authors have tried to make a brief comparative study with the thoughts
of Buddha and other contemporary and also previous religious teachers, philosophers
and social thinkers.

In the Introduction portion of the book, the authors have tried to explain the definition
of ‘religion’, its nature and evolution and also a comparative study of that with ‘Dharma’
as it is used world-wide and also in Indian concept. Basically the etymological meaning of
the word ‘Dharma’” which is originated from the root dhr means to hold, bear as to support
[T ¥IRU - FEaifedT 3/2\9/¢ 9T |. The word ‘Dharma’ is appropriately used as Dharaka
as it is explained by Acarya Sayana. [&7HOTT URFAOT SHaRTSHTH | Fer e 2/ut/3 9T also as
o G Y - TG el 9/¢/4 T |

Therefore ‘Dharma’ is used here in the sense of ‘karma’. Actually, ‘Dharma’is a set of
ethics or law which upholds the society. For instance the term Rajadharma signifies the set
of values or ethics to be followed by the kings or one who ruled the country. Similarly, the
term garhasthyadharma indicates the duty of those who lives in the household or the head
of the family and the members of the family. Apadadharma means the way of living to be
adapted during crisis (Apada). So it appears that Dharma is used in the sense of ethics, set
of duty etc. But in most cases the ‘religion” or ‘dharma’ is not used in this broad sense. It is
usually used in a very narrow sectarian senses with full of wrong superstition and unscientific
views. That is probably the main reason behind the present situation of unrest throughout
the world in the name of religion (dharma).

However, in the present work, in the Introduction portion the authors for explaining

202



Book Review Meditation and the life in Bharat at the time of Buddha

‘religion’ elaborately discussed the practice of worshiping varieties of idols, symbols, unseen
spirits, sacrifices etc. customary practices, rituals by the people of India, since prehistoric
period up to the time of Buddha. In addition to it, a brief religious history of India is
sketched in the introduction part, which seems not clearly visualize the object of the authors
of this research work.

The first chapter of this book is “Dhyana (Meditation) : the Hindu vis-a-vis Buddhist
view point.”

In this chapter inner philosophy, different technicalities of Dhyana, as described in
the Vedic scriptures, Patafjali’s Yogasastra, as well as, posture of Meditation, timings, subject
and place of meditation etc. are elaborately discussed.

It is noted that in course of discussion on Dhyana (Meditation) from Hindu concept
the authors have mentioned elaborately many subjects like the basic doctrine of Yoga, its
eight-fold steps (astangayoga) which is necessary for being competent of performing Dhyana,
the physiology, different stages of dhyana etc. But curiously regarding Buddhist meditation,
the discussion on two basic process of medatation i.e. jhana (dhyana) in Theravada Buddhism
i.e. Samatha and Vipasanna [which is very popular today] are not clearly presented. It is
noted that although the authors were completely silent about the forty (40) different rules
of Samatha dhyana according to Buddhist philosophy, but in a nutshell they have discussed
anapanasati dhyana (anapana meditation) by referring Pali texts Anapanasatisutta of the Majjhima
Nikaya.

In course of discussion on contemplation and concentration of mind for attaining
steadfastness, of the traditional Vedic meditation, Moksa and Nibbana, the ultimate goal of
human beings, according Buddhists; both the authors have tried to make a comparison of
the same with Pali Nikaya texts of Buddhist literature and Srimad-Bhagavadgita. Here they
in support of their views have cited a lot of references from the Pali texts, which is undoubtedly
praiseworthy. But, for the easy understanding of readers and students, it seems necessary
to cite textual references by following proper research methodology of giving specific and
correct references of primary and secondary reference books.

However, in this chapter the authors have elaborately explained the Buddhist
philosophical and ethical teachings like Four Noble Truths (Catur Aryasatya), Noble-Eight
Paths (Arya Astangikamarga), the way of acquiring Right knowledge (Samayak jfiana) about
this world in view of Buddha i.e. the theory of impermanence (anicca = Sans. anitya). Four
levels of Jiiana, according to Mahayana Buddhism and so on. In these points proper citation
of quotation from the Pali texts and their translation as referred by the authors are undoubtedly
commendable. Moreover, the analysis of different practical and philosophical theory of
both the Hindu and Buddhist meditation like Salayatana, Four Arupa Jiianas (Higher
Meditation, pp. 60-73) and its eight successive stages, even the Saifiiia-Vedaita nirodha : that
means the cessation of consciousness and sensation i.e. 9" Jhana, the highest level of Dhyina,
discussion on three types of Saritkhara; one of the most difficult term in Buddhist metaphysics
in which the blending of the subjective and objective view of the world and of happening
is explained by citing examples from the Mahaparinibbana Suttanta of the Digha Nikaya
with necessary referential quotations from the Pali texts are undoubtedly commendable.
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It also seems necessary to mention that no where the page number of the texts or
translations are mentioned. Sometimes references are given only by using abbreviation of
the texts e.g. quotation from the Samyutta Nikaya is simply written as S.N. which may
mislead the scholars as reference from Sutta Nipata of the Pali literature because there is
no separate portion for Abbreviation in the book. The last part with the sub-heading in
chapter I, The Meditation in Buddhist Tantra (pp. 76-78), which is very difficult to explain in
a few words, the authors have dealt this topic in a very lucid language, which would help
the student to acquire a primary knowledge about the subject easily. Again there is no
clear reference of books or texts are mentioned, except for the names of some scholars of
Tantric Buddhism.

On the contrary, in the page 18 of the book the opinion of author regarding Dhygna
(Meditation) is as follows : B

“... Meditation is used in maximum cases for relief from stress and strain” which cannot be
accepted as a whole. Because it has some other sides too. That is, for attaining steadfastness
of mind and also for gaining concentration of mind, which is very important for each and
every work and also for the improvement of both physical and mental health Meditation
is very important.

Chapter II of the Book is titled as “Common Religious Life of India from the Pali
Nikayas”. In this chapter instead of common religious practices of the Buddhists and the
followers of other religions, names of a good number of Brahmanical (Hindu) deities like
Brahma and Maha Brahma, Indra or Sakra, Strya (Sun god), Candra (the Moon), Sri — the
goddess of Prosperity, Yaksa, the tree gods (rukkha devata) etc. Are given. Sometimes
archaeological evidences of these images of the god and goddesses, which are also available
in the seals of Indus valley, Bharut stupas and from other archaeological evidences up to 1%
century AD are mentioned. Some of these gods and goddess may be found occasionally in
the Pali Nikaya texts, stories of Jatakas and Avadanas. By citation of the common names of
these gods and goddess authors tried to delineate the common ritualistic practice of the
contemporary Hindus, Buddhists and Jainas in the then society. But it is not clear in all respects.

In this chapter (page 81) the authors commented that “No doubt, the volume of the
Sanskrit literature is much more vast than that of Pali as Sanskrit literature contains almost every
type of books-scripture, poetry and drama, books of law (Smyti), books of statecraft (Artha), mathematics
& science, philosophy, medical science, mythology and chronicles etc. On the contrary, the scope of
Pali literature in much smaller-comprising of religious texts based on the preaching of Buddha,
later commentaries thereupon and some chronicles.” (p. 81).

The opinion of the respected scholars is not totally acceptable here. Because the whole
of Pali canonical and non-canonical texts furnish ample information of texts on the above
mentioned subjects. Those are presently treated as “Applied Buddhism”, which is very
popular and well-known. From the Buddhist literature one can easily get the discourses of
Buddha on social justice, ecology and environment, Human Rights, Role of state and duties
of a Righteous king, importance of basic material wealth, welfare economics for personal
happiness as well as for spiritual progress, religious tolerance etc.

In this context, it may be mentioned here that in chapter V of this book, the authors
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have mentioned some discourses of Buddha on these subjects as available from Pali literature
of which I shall state later.

Next, the IIT"! chapter of this book is on the “Rise of Mahayana : the Social and
Political Factors”. This chapter mainly dealt with the primary reason behind the schism
of Buddhist samgha, just after the Mahaparinibbana of Lord Buddha. In addition to it, the
discussion on political, psychological, socio-religious scenario of India from 5% century
B.C. to 2" century A.D. were presented here with vivid description of the concept of Avatdra
and the concept of Bhakti etc.

In appears that, the respected authors have consulted a good number of secondary
reference books for writing this chapter. Citation of proper references as per the research
methodology and explanation of the main object of the presentation of this article are
extremely necessary.

Chapter IV of this book is entitled “Economy & Social Stability : The Thoughts of
Buddha”.

This chapter discusses on what is crime and the main reason behind the criminal
activities etc. In view of both the author’s economic inequality, addiction to the intoxicants,
unleashed sensuous desire and unlimited greed are basic reasons of all criminal activities
which are undoubtedly true.

Then a discussion on the factors behind the emergence of terrorism, as it is marked
by the sociologists and political-analysts, the way out of these criminal activities for making
a peaceful and habitable society are done. In this context some important Pali Suttas of the
Nikaya texts are also referred by the scholars along with their translation. This proves that
the Buddha’s teachings are still today applicable for the solution of socio-economic problems
like inequal distribution of finance, social misbehavior, caste-distinction, religious intolerance
etc., and varieties of crimes. Here for the reduction of poverty level, which is very important
for economic and social stability Dana is encouraged and elaborately explained by the
author. In addition to that religious and racial tolerance, which are very important for the
present society, all over the world, are also discussed in the chapter, in the light of the
teachings of Buddha.

Chapter V, the last chapter of this book is titled “Developing one’s potential : The
view of Buddha”. In this chapter the authors have tried to explain how an individual
could develop his or her inner potentiality, which is essential for the betterment of one’s
own, including his or her family and also important for the betterment of the society. With
this objective they have quoted some Pali texts and translations. Sometimes in support of
their views they compared the Buddha’s discourses and opinion regarding this matter
with Kautilaya’s Arthasastra too. The clarity of discussion on the process of development
of one’s potentiality is very insignificant and sometimes irrelevant.

Observation :

This book on Meditation and social life in ancient India would undoubtedly help the readers
and students of Buddhist studies for understanding socioeconomic condition of India during
the time of Buddha and for gaining a primary knowledge of the philosophy of Theravada
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Buddhism. The comparative study of the process meditation of Hinduism and Buddhism
is helpful for interested scholars. In spite of that the following points may be noted :

a) There are a lot of printing mistakes in the book which implies in attentive proof-
reading. A few examples of these are given below :

1. Inpage 25 first para the wrong printing of spelling strengthening, in page 39 line 3, the
spelling of ‘demise’ is printed as damise, in page 59 there is a quotation from the Dhammapada
verse number 188-189, (verse numbers are not mentioned in the book) is printed as,

Bahum ve saranam khanti pabbatani vanani ca. Aramarukkhacetiyani manassa
bhayamajjita.

Metam kho saranam khemam netam saramuttamam

Matam saranamagamm subbadukkha pamuccati.
The correct form of the verse is as follows,

Bahum ve saranam yanti pabbatani vanani ca

Aramarukkhacetiyani manassa bhayamajjita.

N’etamh kho saranam khemarh n’etarh saranam uttamam

N’etarmh saranam agamma subbadukkha pamuccati. (188, 189)
Moreover page 100 spelling ‘even’ printed as ‘heven” and so on.

b) There are some needless quotation from the Pali texts and the repetition of the
same words like “Bhagavan Buddha” etc. may be avoided.

c) Use of the sign & instead of writing ‘and” in the middle of the sentence is not
commendable and probably wrong. Although presently some authors write in that way.

d) System of putting diacritical mark for Pali and Sanskrit words and footnotes are
not properly maintained as per research methodology.

e) For the frequent use of Abbreviated form of words like ‘SYV’, ‘RV’, ‘SN’, ‘DN’
needs a list of Abbreviation either at the beginning or at the end of the book is suggested.

But the fact cannot be ignored that both of these two learned and erudite scholar Dr.
Sengupta and Ms. Lahiri have tried their level best to make a comparative study of Buddhist
Meditation system with Vedic Sanatana paddhati of India, which would help the students
and readers to know the system of meditation and a provide glimpses in to the social life
in the then India.

I hope in future it would be good if this valuable book be edited and some portions
may be deducted, which seems not to come under the preview of this book.

Dr. Bandana Mukherjee

Former Research Officer, The Asiatic Society, Kolkata
Guest Faculty, Dept. of Languages and Buddhist Studies,
University of Calcutta
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5. The contributor’s affiliations and his/her complete mailing address must be
given at the end of the manuscript.
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e. Unpublished Works :

Kurasawa, A. I. 1988. ‘Mobilization and Control: A Study of Social Change in Rural Java,
1942-1945.” (2 vols.)

Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. Ithaca: Cornell University.

Mullins, D. 2001. ‘Land reform, poverty reduction and HIV/AIDS’. Paper presented at
the Southern African Regional Poverty Network conference on Land Reform and
Poverty Alleviation in the Region, Pretoria, 12-14, March.
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Figures, tables, charts, graphs or photographs reproduced from any other source
must obtain Copyright permission before reproduction.
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209



Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies : Vol. 10. No. 1, June, 2024

4. The grammatical categories in a gloss must be abbreviated
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a) adz Snekbr fti hoyet/he.
today lot rain be-pr.pf.3™
‘Today there was heavy shower.’
b) boneder {[hobi.
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‘Sisters’ picture.’
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approved by its author and the co-authors and also by the authorities of the place
where the research was done. If the paper is accepted for publication in the present
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font ‘Avro — Nirmala Ul’ is preferred.
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