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Abstract:

The teenage years, spanning from ten to nineteen, represent a highly sensitive and formative phase in

the lives of both boys and girls. However, girls tend to suffer disproportionately during this stage due

to social practices such as child marriage. Early marriage often leads to unintended pregnancies,

unsafe abortions, and an increased vulnerability to sexually transmitted diseases, which together pose

serious risks to their physical and mental well-being.The present study attempts to examine the levels,

trends, and patterns of teenage childbearing inthe eastern states of India, while also identifying the

key factors and underlying characteristics that influence these patterns. For this purpose, data has

been utilized from the 3rd, 4th, and 5 throunds of the National Family Health Survey (NFHS), providing

a comprehensive basis for theanalysis. The findings reveal that although teenage pregnancy is gradually

declining across India, including the eastern states, the rates remain alarmingly high. Among the

states, West Bengal records the highest rate of teenage pregnancy (16.40 percent), followed by Bihar

(11 percent) and Jharkhand (9.80 percent). These figures highlight the persistence of deep-rooted

socio-cultural and economic challenges in the region. Further analysis points to several determinants

of teenage childbearing, including place of residence, wealth status, educational attainment, and

exposure to social media. These factors collectively shape the likelihood of early marriage and

subsequent pregnancy among adolescent girls. Given the seriousness of the issue, there is an urgent

need for effective interventions from both government and non-governmental organizations. Policies

and programs must be designed to address socio-economic inequalities, enhance educational

opportunities, and raise awareness, with the ultimate aim of ensuring the empowerment, protection,

and holistic well-being of adolescent girls in these states.

Keywords: Teenage pregnancy; Childbearing; Socio-economic factors; India and Eastern

Indianstates.

!ÓÙ)ï ≈̨

ò¢ ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ í z̨!l¢ ÓSÈ Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §ÙÎ˚ê˛y ˆSÈ Ï̂° ~ÓÇ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚ í z̨Ë˛ Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ çlƒ•z xï˛ƒhs˝ §Ç Ï̂Óòl¢#°– !Ó Ï̂¢£Ï Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~•z §ÙÎ˚
ˆÙˆÏÎ˚Ó˚y Óy°ƒ!ÓÓyˆÏ•Ó˚ Ü˛yÓ˚ˆÏî ˆÓ!¢ ˆË˛yˆÏà ~ÓÇ ~Ó˚ Ê˛ˆÏ° x!lFSÈyÜ,̨ ï˛ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚îñ x!lÓ˚y˛õò àË˛≈˛õyï˛ñ ˆÎÔl ˆÓ˚yˆÏàÓ˚ í˛zFã˛
V%Ñ˛!Ü˛ •zï˛ƒy!òÓ˚ §ß√%á#l •Î˚– ~•z §Ù#«˛y!ê˛ˆÏï˛ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚yˆÏçƒ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òyˆÏlÓ˚ Ùyeyñ ≤ÃÓîï˛y ~ÓÇ ôÓ˚î=!°



Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies: Vol. 11, No. 2, December 2025

4

x Ï̂ß∫£Ïî Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ˆã˛‹Ty Ü˛Ó˚y • Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏSÈ– ~ÙlÜ˛#ñ ~•z xôƒÎ˚l!ê˛ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ ôÓ˚î Ï̂Ü˛ ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~Ùl Ü˛yÓ˚î
G ˆl˛õˆÏÌƒ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ=!°ˆÏÜ˛ !ã˛!•´ï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ˆÏSÈ– Óï˛≈Ùyl àˆÏÓ£ÏîyÎ˚ çyï˛#Î˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ fl∫yfliƒ §Ù#«˛yÓ˚ (NFHS) 3Î˚ñ 4Ì≈ ~ÓÇ
5Ù Ó˚yí ẑ̨ Ïu˛Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y • Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏSÈ– xôƒyÎ˚l ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ çyly ÎyÎ˚ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ ~ÓÇ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚yçƒ=!° Ï̂ï˛ !Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚# ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚
àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ •…y§ ˛õyˆÏFSÈñ ï˛ˆÏÓ àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ~álG á%Ó ˆÓ!¢– ~•z ≤ÃÓlï˛y §ÓˆÏÌˆÏÜ˛ ˆÓ!¢ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å16.40 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ
!Ó•yÓ˚ å11 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ~ÓÇ V˛yí ¸̨áˆÏu˛ å9.80 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– Ó§ÓyˆÏ§Ó˚ fliylñ §¡õˆÏòÓ˚ xÓfliyñ !¢«˛y ~ÓÇ §Ùyç ÙyôƒˆÏÙÓ˚ ≤ÃË˛yÓ
•° Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• G àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ xlƒï˛Ù !lô≈yÓ˚Ü˛– ~•z Ó˚yçƒ=!°Ó˚ xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ ˜Ó£ÏÙƒ ˆÙyÜ˛yˆÏÓ°yÓ˚ ˛õy¢y˛õy!¢ñ
!Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚#ˆÏòÓ˚ «˛Ùï˛yÎ˚l G §%fliï˛yÓ˚ çlƒ ˆÓ!ê˛ ÓÑyã˛yG ˆÓ!ê˛ ˛õí˛¸yGñ Óy!°Ü˛y §Ù,!k˛ ˆÎyçly •zï˛ƒy!òÓ˚ ÙˆÏï˛y !ÓˆÏ¢£Ï
Ü˛Ù≈§)!ã˛=!°Ó˚ Ü˛yÎ≈Ü˛Ó˚ •hflÏ̂ Ï«˛ Į̈̂ õÓ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yçl Ó˚̂ ÏÎ˚̂ ÏSÈ–

Ù)° ¢∑≠ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyó §hs˝yl çß√òyló §yÙy!çÜ˛ÈüÈxÌ≈˜Ïl!ï˛Ü˛ Ü˛yÓ˚îó Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ ~ÓÇ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚yçƒ–

Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y≠

˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ Ùyï,̨ c !ÓŸªÓƒy˛õ# í˛zò!ÓˆÏâ¯Ó˚ !Ó£ÏÎ˚ ~ÓÇ ~Ü˛ àË˛#Ó˚ §yÙy!çÜ˛ §yÙy!çÜ˛ §Ù§ƒyñ Îy ≤Ãçll
§Çe´yhs˝ çlfl∫yfliƒ ÓƒÓfliyÓ˚ §yÙ Ï̂l Óí ¸̨ ã˛ƒy Ï̂°O (Dutta et al 2022)– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy Ó° Ï̂ï˛ 10 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 19 ÓSÈÓ˚
ÓÎ˚§# Ù!•°yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚îˆÏÜ˛ ˆÓyV˛yÎ˚ ~ÓÇ ~•z ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚î fl∫yˆÏfliƒÓ˚ ˛õˆÏ«˛ V%Ñ˛!Ü˛ Ü˛Ó˚– •zí˛z!lˆÏ§Ê˛ (2001)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ ˛õ!Ó˚§Çáyl
xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ !ÓŸªÓƒy˛õ# ≤Ã!ï˛ ˛õÑyã˛çl ÙyˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ~Ü˛çl !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§#ñ Îy ˆòáyÎ˚ ˆÎ ~•z §Ù§ƒy!ê˛ Ü˛ï˛ê˛y Óƒy˛õÜ˛ñ ~ÓÇ
ï˛y ≤ÃÙyî Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ≤ÃyÎ˚•z xÜ˛y° çß√ñ x˛õ%!‹T ~ÓÇ í˛zFã˛ Ó˚_´ã˛y˛õ §Çe´yhs˝ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ §yfliƒ §Ù§ƒyÓ˚ §,!‹T Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚–
~Ùl!Ü˛ ~!ê˛ Ùyï,̨ Ù,ï%˛ƒ G !¢÷Ù,ï%˛ƒÓ˚ •yÓ˚ˆÏÜ˛ cÓ˚y!ß∫ï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– !l¡¨ G ÙôƒÙ xyˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ˆò¢=!°ˆÏï˛ 15 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 49 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§#
Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ Ùyï,˛c ç!lï˛ Ùyï,˛Ù,ï%˛ƒ •yÓ˚ 99 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (Bhan 2019)ñ Îy ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ xÓfliyÎ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ §ˆÏD §¡õ!Ü˛≈ï˛–
!ÓŸª fl∫yfliƒ §Çfliy (WHO 2014) ~Ó˚ ˛õ!Ó˚§Çáƒyl xl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ñ 15 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# xyl%Ùy!lÜ˛ 16 !Ù!°Î˚l Ù!•°y
~ÓÇ 15 ÓSÈˆÏÓ˚Ó˚ Ü˛Ù ÓÎ˚§# ~Ü˛ !Ù!°Î˚l Ù!•°y ≤Ã!ï˛ ÓSÈÓ˚ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ Ùyï,̨ c °yË˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ ÙyˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ §Çáƒy
xfl∫yÓy!Ë˛Ü˛Ë˛y Ï̂Ó !l¡¨ G ÙôƒÙ xy Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ ˆò¢=!° Ï̂ï˛ ˆÓ!¢ñ ˆÎáy Ï̂l ~•z ç Ï̂ß√Ó˚ 90 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (WHO 2011)– !Ó˛õÓ˚#ˆÏï˛ñ
í z̨ß¨ï˛ ˆò¢=!° Ï̂ï˛ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ~ÓÇ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ùyï,̨ c ï%̨ °lyÙ)°Ü˛ Ë˛y Ï̂Ó á%Ó•z Ü˛Ùó ~Ó˚ xlƒï˛Ù Ü˛yÓ˚î ˛õ!Ó˚îï˛ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§
!ÓÓy•ñ í z̨òyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“ly ~ÓÇ í z̨ß¨ï˛ fl∫yfliƒ ˛õ!Ó˚̂ Ï£ÏÓy Îy í z̨ß¨Î˚l¢#° ˆò¢=!°Ó˚ ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ xy°yòy (Nandi et al 2014)–
í˛zòy•Ó˚îfl∫Ó˚*˛õñ Ùy!Ü˛≈l Î%_´Ó˚y‹T…ñ ˆ˛õy°ƒyu˛ñ ˆÓ˚yÙy!lÎ˚yñ Ó%°ˆÏà!Ó˚Î˚yÓ˚ ÙˆÏï˛y ˆòˆÏ¢ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏî ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ c x!ÓÓy!•ï˛
!Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ÈüÈ!Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚# Ï̂òÓ˚ §y Ï̂Ì Î%_´ñ í z̨ß¨Î˚l¢#° ˆò¢=!° Ï̂ï˛ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ~ÓÇ ˛õy!Ó˚Óy!Ó˚Ü˛ §¡õÜ ≈̨ §yÙy!çÜ˛ Ü˛yë˛y Ï̂Ùy myÓ˚y
≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ •Î˚ (Mehra and Agarwal, 2004; Sedgh et al 2015)–

˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ xÓfliyÎ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚î §yÓÈüÈ§y•yÓ˚yl xy!Ê ˛Ü˛y ~ÓÇ ò!«˛î ~!¢Î˚y ˆò¢=!°ˆÏï˛ ~Ü˛!ê˛ í˛zˆÏmàçlÜ˛ §Ù§ƒy– xy!Ê ˛Ü˛y
Ù•y Ï̂ò Ï̂¢Ó˚ ly•ẑ Ïç!Ó˚Î˚yñ Ùy!° ~ÓÇ í z̨àyu˛yÎ˚ !Ó Ï̂ŸªÓ˚ §Ó Ï̂ã˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆÓ!¢ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ Ó˚̂ ÏÎ˚̂ ÏSÈ (Kirchengast

2016)– ÓyÇ°y Ï̂ò¢ñ ˆl˛õy° ~ÓÇ Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ Ù Ï̂ï˛y ò!«˛î ~!¢Î˚yÓ˚ ˆò¢=!° Ï̂ï˛G í z̨Fã˛ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚î •y Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ Ü˛yÓ˚̂ Ïî Ù!•°yÓ˚y
Óƒy˛õÜ˛ fl∫yfliƒ ã˛ƒyˆÏ°ˆÏOÓ˚ §¡ø%á#l (Acharya et al 2010)– ã˛#lˆÏÜ˛ ˆ˛õSÈˆÏl ˆÊ˛ˆÏ° Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ !ÓˆÏŸªÓ˚ §Ó≈y!ôÜ˛ çl§ÇáƒyÓ˚
ˆò¢ •GÎ˚yÓ˚ ˆl˛õ Ï̂ï˛ƒ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ c §¡õ Ï̂Ü ≈̨ çl §Çáƒy!ÓòÓ˚y |‹øy ≤ÃÜ˛y¢ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ (Hertog et al 2023)–
lƒy¢ly° Ê˛ƒy!Ù!° ˆ•°Ì §yˆÏË˛≈ (NFHS)ÈüÈ5ÈüÈ~Ó˚ ˛õ!Ó˚§Çáƒyl xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ 18 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 29 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ 24.7

¢ï˛yÇ¢ Ù!•°y 18 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§Ó˚ xy Ï̂à•z !Ó Ï̂Î˚ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏSÈl– ~•z ˛õ!Ó˚§Çáƒyl!ê˛ @˝ÃyÙ#î ~°yÜ˛yÎ˚ xyÓ˚G ˆÓ!¢ñ ˆÎáy Ï̂l
Óy°ƒ!ÓÓyˆÏ•Ó˚ •yÓ˚ ˆÓ!¢– Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ xlƒyï˛Ù Ü˛yÓ˚î •°ÈüüüÈÓy°ƒ!ÓÓy•ñ !¢«˛yÓ˚ xË˛yÓñ !l¡¨
xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ xÓfliy ~ÓÇ àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yô Óy àË˛≈˛õyˆÏï˛Ó˚ xy•z!l ç!ê˛°ï˛y (Sharma and Sharma 2021)–
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˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,˛c  !lˆÏÎ˚ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ xyMÈ˛!°Ü˛ !Ë˛ß¨ï˛y Ó˚ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ– ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚yçƒ ˆÎÙl ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓDñ
!Ó•yÓ˚ñ V˛yí˛¸áu˛ G G!í˛¢yÎ˚ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ §ˆÏÓy≈Fã˛ (Pautunthang 2022)– NFHS-5 (2019-21)ÈüÈ~Ó˚
˛õ!Ó˚§Çáƒyl xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓDÈüÈ~ 15 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# 16.4 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ Ù!•°y •z!ï˛ÙˆÏôƒ•z àË˛≈Óï˛# Óy Ùy •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈl–
˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy fl∫yfliƒàï˛ §Ù§ƒyÓ˚ §yˆÏÌ §¡õÜ˛≈Î%_´ñ ˆÎÙlÈüüüÈí˛zFã˛ Ó˚_´fl∫“ï˛yÓ˚ âê˛lyñ xÜ˛y° ≤Ã§Ó ~ÓÇ
Ü˛Ù Gç Ï̂lÓ˚ ÓyFã˛y Ï̂òÓ˚ çß√ •zï˛ƒy!ò (Banerjee et al 2009)– §ˆÏÓy≈˛õ!Ó˚ñ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚yˆÏçƒ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ
Ùyï,̨ Ï̂cÓ˚ §Ù§ƒy í ẑ̨ ÏmàçlÜ˛– ~•z à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ Ùyeyñ ≤ÃÓîï˛y ~ÓÇ ôÓ˚î=!° Ï̂Ü˛
x Ï̂ß∫£Ïî Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ˆã˛‹Ty Ü˛Ó˚y • Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏSÈ– ˛õy¢y˛õy!¢ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ ôÓ˚l ˆÜ˛ ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~Ùl Ü˛yÓ˚î G ˆl˛õ Ï̂Ìƒ
˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ=!° !ã˛!•´ï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ˆÏSÈ–

ï˛Ìƒ í z̨Í§ ~ÓÇ ˛õk˛!ï˛≠

xyˆÏ°yã˛ƒ àˆÏÓ£ÏîyÎ˚ñ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ çyï˛#Î˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ fl∫yfliƒ §Ù#«˛y xÌ≈yÍ lƒy¢ly° Ê˛ƒy!Ù!° ˆ•°Ì §yˆÏË˛≈ (NFHS)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ 3Î˚ñ
4Ì≈ ~ÓÇ 5Ù Ó˚yí˛zˆÏu˛Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ– xyˆÏ°yã˛lyÓ˚ ≤Ãôyl !Ó£ÏÎ˚ •°ñ 15-19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyñ
§hs˝yl çß√òyl ~ÓÇ ˆÙyê˛ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ •yÓ˚ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’£Ïî Ü˛Ó˚y– ~SÈyí ¸̨yñ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ù!•°y Ï̂òÓ˚ fl%Ò Ï̂° ˆ°áy˛õí ¸̨yÓ˚ ÓSÈÓ˚ñ ≤ÃÌÙ
ˆÎÔl !Ù°ˆÏlÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§ñ ˜ÓÓy!•Ü˛ xÓfliyñ Ó§ÓyˆÏ§Ó˚ fliylñ §¡õòñ ôÙ≈ñ Óî≈ ≤ÃË,̨ !ï˛ !Ó£ÏÎ˚ !lˆÏÎ˚ xyˆÏ°yã˛ly Ü˛Ó˚y •Î˚– ~•z
ï˛Ìƒ=!°ˆÏÜ˛ ã˛yÓ˚!ê˛ í˛z˛õÈüÈ!ÓË˛yˆÏà !ÓË˛_´ Ü˛Ó˚y •Î˚ ÎÌyñ Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ Óƒ!_´àï˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒñ ˛õy!Ó˚Óy!Ó˚Ü˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒñ
§yÙy!çÜ˛ÈüÈ§yÇfl,Ò!ï˛Ü˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“lyÓ˚ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ– !ÓˆÏŸ’£ÏˆÏî •y•zˆÏ˛õy!Ì!§§ Ù)°ƒyÎ˚ˆÏlÓ˚ çlƒ e´§ÈüÈˆê˛Ó%ˆÏ°¢lñ
¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ Ü˛yˆÏê≈˛y@˝Ãy!Ê˛Ü˛ ˛õk˛!ï˛ñ ~Ü˛Ù%á# ANOVA ~ÓÇ fl∫yô#lÈüÈlÙ%ly !ê˛ÈüÈˆê˛fiê˛ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ–

˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ hflÏÓ˚ ~ÓÇ ≤ÃÓîï˛y≠

NFHSüÈ~Ó˚ ˛õ!Ó˚§Çáƒyl xl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ñ Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ ≤ÃyÎ˚ §Ó Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ•z ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ •yÓ˚ Ü˛ Ï̂Ù Ï̂SÈ– 2005-06 §y Ï̂°
ˆÙyê˛ •yÓ˚ !SÈ° 16.0 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ 2015-16 §y Ï̂° 7.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ xÓ Ï̂¢ Ï̂£Ï 2019-21 §y Ï̂° 6.8 ¢ï˛yÇˆÏ¢ ˆlˆÏÙ ~ˆÏ§ˆÏSÈ
(Figure 1)– ï˛ Ï̂Ó ˛õ)Ó≈ G í z̨_Ó˚ÈüÈ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ Ó˚yçƒ=!° Ï̂ï˛ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚î ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ Ï̂cÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ~á Ï̂ly á%Ó ˆÓ!¢–
NFHS-3 ~Ó˚ ~Ó˚ !Ó˚̂ Į̈ õy Ï̂ê ≈̨ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ 15-19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ~•z •yÓ˚ 23.05 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ NFHS-

4ÈüÈ~ 12.50 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ §¡±!ï˛ NFHS-5ÈüÈ~ 11.18 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ Îy §Ù@˝Ã Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ àí ¸̨ ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ !m=î (Table 1)–
NFHS-3Î˚ñ 4Ì≈ ~ÓÇ 5Ù Ó˚yí˛zˆÏu˛Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ çyï˛#Î˚ hflÏˆÏÓ˚ !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# §hs˝yl çß√òyˆÏlÓ˚ ̂ Ùyê˛ ¢ï˛yÇ¢ •yÓ˚ §ˆÏÓy≈Fã˛ ̨ õ)Ó≈

Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛ å46.73 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~Ó˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ í˛z_Ó˚ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ å29.58 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ Ùôƒ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ å23.17 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ò!«˛î Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ å23.03

¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛Ù Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ å21.46 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ §Ó≈!l¡¨ í˛z_Ó˚ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ å13.24 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ˛õ!Ó˚°!«˛ï˛ •Î˚ (Table 1)– NFHS-

5 !Ó˚ˆÏ˛õyˆÏê˛≈ñ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ 10 !ê˛ Ó˚yˆÏçƒ §ÓˆÏã˛ˆÏÎ˚ ̂ Ó!¢ ̃ Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ çß√•yÓ˚ ̨ õ!Ó˚°!«˛ï˛ •Î˚ñ ÎyÓ˚ x!ôÜ˛yÇ¢•z ̨ õ)Ó≈ G í˛z_Ó˚ÈüÈ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛
xÓ!fliï˛– xMÈ˛° !Ë˛!_Ü˛ Ó˚yçƒ=!°Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓDñ !Ó•yÓ˚ñ V˛yí˛¸á[˛ ~ÓÇ G!í˛¢yó í˛z_Ó˚ÈüÈ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ !e˛õ%Ó˚yñ
xy§yÙñ Ù!î˛õ%Ó˚ ~ÓÇ ˆÙây°Î˚ó ò!«˛î Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ x¶…˛ ≤ÃˆÏò¢ó ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛Ù Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ Ù•yÓ˚y‹T… xÓfliyl Ü˛Ó˚ˆÏSÈ– Îy•zˆÏ•yÜ˛ñ ˛õ)Ó≈
Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ ̃ Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ÓSÈ Ï̂Ó˚ ̨õ!Ó˚Ó!ï ≈̨ï˛ •Î˚– NFHS-3 (2005-06)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ §Ó≈Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ ≤Ã!ï˛ Ï̂Óòl xl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ñ
V˛yí˛¸á[˛ !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# §hs˝yl çß√òyˆÏlÓ˚ ï˛y!°Ü˛yÎ˚ ¢#£Ï≈fliyˆÏl å27.50 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~Ó˚˛õÓ˚ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å25.30 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ !Ó•yÓ˚ å25

¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ G!í˛¸¢y å14.40 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä e´Ùyl%§yˆÏÓ˚ xÓfliyl Ü˛Ó˚ˆÏSÈ (Figure 1)–
~SÈyí˛¸yGñ NFHS-3 (2005-06) ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ NFHS-4 (2015-16)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ Ù Ï̂ôƒ §hs˝yl ç Ï̂ß√Ó˚ ÓƒÓôyl §Ó Ï̂ã˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆÓ!¢

V˛yí ¸̨á[˛ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ å15.6 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ï˛yÓ˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ !Ó•yÓ˚ å12.8 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD å7 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ G!í˛¢yÎ˚ å6.8 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä

Prevalence of teenage pregnancy and motherhood in East Indian states
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(Figure 1)– ~•z ï˛Ìƒ xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ §Ù@˝Ã ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ àí˛¸ çß√•yÓ˚ 23.05 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ Ü˛ Ï̂Ù 12.50 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈñ
ÎyÓ˚ ÓƒÓôyl xlƒylƒ xMÈ˛ˆÏ°Ó˚ ï%˛°lyÎ˚ ˆÓ!¢ xÌ≈yÍ 10.55 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (Table 1 ~ÓÇ Figure 1)– Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ xlƒylƒ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒÓ˚
˛õ!Ó˚̂ Ï≤Ã!«˛ Ï̂ï˛ V˛yí ¸̨á Ï̂u˛ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy G çß√•yÓ˚ o&ï˛ Ü˛ Ï̂Ù Ï̂SÈñ NFHS-3 (2005-06) ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ NFHS-5 (2019-

21)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ §Ó≈y!ôÜ˛ 17.7 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ •…y§ ˆ˛õˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ– xl%Ó˚*˛õË˛yˆÏÓñ !Ó•yˆÏÓ˚ 14 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD 8.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ
G!í ¸̨¢yÎ˚ 6.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ •z!ï˛Óyã˛Ü˛ ˛õï˛l âˆÏê˛ˆÏSÈ (Figure 1)–

ˆí˛ Ï̂Ùy@˝Ãy!Ê˛Ü˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ ~ÓÇ !Ólƒy§≠

àï˛ ò%•z ò¢ Ï̂Ü˛ñ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy í ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘á Ï̂ÎyàƒË˛y Ï̂Ó •…y§ ˆ˛õ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏSÈñ Î!òG §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ~á Ï̂ly x Ï̂lÜ˛
ˆÓ!¢– NFHSüÈ~Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ xl%ÎyÎ˚#ñ x“ ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ §hs˝yl çß√ ˆòGÎ˚y Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ àí˛¸ ¢ï˛yÇˆÏ¢Ó˚ ˆl!ï˛Óyã˛Ü˛ ˛õ!Ó˚Óï˛≈l
âˆÏê˛ˆÏSÈ– Óï˛≈Ùyl §Ù#«˛y!ê˛ˆÏï˛ NFHS-5 ~Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ Ï̂cÓ˚ !Ó¢ò !ÓÓÓ˚î ˆòGÎ˚y
•ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ (Table 2)– ï˛Ìƒ xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ !Ó•yÓ˚ñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD G V˛yí˛¸áˆÏu˛ §ÓˆÏã˛ˆÏÎ˚ ˆÓ!¢ ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ï˛Ó˚&î# Ó˚ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ ÎyÓ˚y 18 ÓSÈÓ˚
ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§Ó˚ xyˆÏà àË˛≈ôyÓ˚î ~ÓÇ ≤Ã§ˆÏÓÓ˚ x!Ë˛K˛ï˛y °yË˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– ~SÈyí˛¸y ~Ó˚ çlƒ òyÎ˚# !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ Îy
≤ÃyÌ!ÙÜ˛ àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ §ˆÏD flõ‹T §¡õÜ˛≈ ≤Ãò¢≈l Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– í˛zòy•Ó˚îfl∫Ó˚*˛õñ Ó§ÓyˆÏ§Ó˚ fliylñ Óî≈ñ ôÙ≈ñ §¡õˆÏòÓ˚ §)ã˛Ü˛ñ !¢«˛yÓ˚
xÓfliyñ ˆÙyÓy•z° ˆÊ˛y Ï̂lÓ˚ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ •zï˛ƒy!ò– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ˆÓ˚yô Ü˛Ó˚̂ Ïï˛ ~ÓÇ lyÓ˚#Ó˚ «˛Ùï˛yÎ˚l G fl∫y Ï̂fliƒÓ˚ í z̨ß¨Î˚̂ ÏlÓ˚
çlƒñ xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ Ü˛yÓ˚î=!° Ï̂Ü˛ ˆÙyÜ˛y Ï̂Ó°y Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~Ùl °«˛ƒÎ%_´ •hflÏ̂ Ï«˛˛õ ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yçl– xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ=!°
~Ü˛Ù%á# xyˆÏlyË˛y ˆê˛fiê˛ ~ÓÇ fl∫yô#lÈüÈlÙ%ly !ê˛ÈüÈˆê˛fiê˛ myÓ˚y !ÓˆÏŸ’£Ïî Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ– §yÓ˚î#ÈüÈ2 ~Ó˚ §Ù#«˛y xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ !¢«˛yÓ˚
hflÏÓ˚ Ó,!k˛Ó˚ §y Ï̂Ì §y Ï̂Ì ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ §Ω˛yÓly •…y§ ˛õyÎ˚– 15-19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ 9.5 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ í˛zFã˛!¢!«˛ï˛
~ÓÇ 15.7 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ !¢«˛y SÈyí˛¸y•z §hs˝yl ôyÓ˚î Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚!SÈ° (p<0.000***)– ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ Ùyï,˛ˆÏcÓ˚ •yÓ˚ í˛zFã˛ !¢!«˛ï˛ Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚
ï%˛°lyÎ˚ Ü˛Ù !¢!«˛ï˛ Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˆÓ!¢ ≤Ãã˛!°ï˛– ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˆÙyê˛ 16 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ Ù!•°y ÎyˆÏòÓ˚ fl%ÒˆÏ° ˛õí˛¸y÷ly ˆl•z
ï˛yÓ˚y 18 ÓSÈ Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ xy Ï̂à àË ≈̨Óï˛# • Ï̂Î˚!SÈ°ñ ÎyÓ˚ Ù Ï̂ôƒ !Ó•y Ï̂Ó˚ §Ó Ï̂ã˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆÓ!¢ å22 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ï˛yÓ˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ V˛yí˛¸áu˛ å16 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ
G!í˛¢y å15 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å4 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– xlƒ!òˆÏÜ˛ñ í˛zFã˛ !¢!«˛ï˛ Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˆÓ!¢ §hs˝yl çß√òyˆÏlÓ˚ •yÓ˚
˛õ!Ó˚°!«˛ï˛ •Î˚ G!í˛¢y Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ å13 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ï˛yÓ˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ V˛yí˛¸á[˛ å10 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ !Ó•yÓ˚ å9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD
å8 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– 15-20 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚Ó˚y ˆÎÔlË˛y Ï̂Ó §!e´Î˚ñ í z̨Ó≈Ó˚ ~ÓÇ í z̨Fã˛ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂l §«˛Ùñ ˆÎÔl Ü˛yÎ≈Ü˛°y Į̈̂ õÓ˚
≤ÃÓîï˛y §Ó Ï̂ã˛ Ï̂Î˚ ˆÓ!¢ G!í˛¢yÎ˚ å74 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ï˛yÓ˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å48 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ !Ó•yÓ˚ å40 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ V˛yí˛¸áu˛
å30 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ §Ù@˝Ã ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ˆÏ≤Ã!«˛ˆÏï˛ 44 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (p<0.00***)– 15 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§Ó˚ !lˆÏã˛ ˆÎÔl !e´Î˚yÜ˛y°y˛õ
§Ó ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ ˆÓ!¢ °«˛ƒ Ü˛Ó˚y ÎyÎ˚ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓ Ï̂D å21 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ Ü˛Ù V˛yí˛¸áˆÏu˛ å9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– !ÓÓy Ï̂•Ó˚ ˛õ Ï̂Ó˚ ˆÎÔl!Ù° Ï̂lÓ˚
§ˆÏÓy≈Fã˛ •yÓ˚ V˛yí˛¸áˆÏ[˛ å60 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ˛õyGÎ˚y ˆàˆÏSÈñ !Ó•yÓ˚ å48 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å31 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ §Ó≈!l¡¨ •yÓ˚ Ó˚ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ
G!í˛¢y Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ å11 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– 15-19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§# !ÓÓy!•ï˛ Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ 18 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§Ó˚ xy Ï̂à §hs˝yl çß√ ˆòGÎ˚yÓ˚
•yÓ˚ !Ó•yˆÏÓ˚ §ˆÏÓy≈Fã˛ 99.6 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD 99.1 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ V˛yí˛¸áˆÏ[˛ 97.3 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ G G!í˛¢yÎ˚ 96.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ
ã˛yÓ˚ Ó˚yˆÏçƒ ˆÙyê˛ 98.7 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (p<0.289)– !Ù!í˛Î˚y ~: Į̈̂ õyçyÓ˚ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òyl •y Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ §y Ï̂Ì §¡õÜ ≈̨Î%_´ñ ÎyÓ˚y
ˆê˛!°!Ë˛¢l ˆòˆÏál ~Ùl Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ 50.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ (p<0.003***) ~ÓÇ ˆÙyÓy•z° ˆÊ˛yl ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚Ü˛yÓ˚#ˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ
§Ó ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ ˆÓ!¢ xÌ≈ƒyÍ 92.9 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ §hs˝yl ôyÓ˚î Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚!SÈ° (p<0.997)– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ùyï,̨ Ï̂cÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ¢•Ó˚yMÈ˛ Ï̂°Ó˚ ï%̨ °lyÎ˚
@˝ÃyÙ#î ~°yÜ˛yÎ˚ ˆÓ!¢ñ !Ó•y Ï̂Ó˚ ~•z •yÓ˚ §Ó≈y!ôÜ˛ å94 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD å87 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– @˝ÃyÙ G ¢•ˆÏÓ˚Ó˚ ÓƒÓôyl
§Ó Ï̂Ì Ï̂Ü˛ ˆÓ!¢ !Ó•y Ï̂Ó˚ å87.4 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ï˛yÓ˚˛õˆÏÓ˚ G!í˛¢y å82.6 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ V˛yí˛¸á[˛ å80.4 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD
Ü˛Ù å74.2 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– òy!Ó˚oƒñ !¢«˛y ~ÓÇ ˆÓÜ˛yÓ˚̂ ÏcÓ˚ Ù Ï̂ï˛y xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ Ü˛yÓ˚î=!° Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• G §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂l
§ÓˆÏÌˆÏÜ˛ ˆÓ!¢ xÓòyl Ó˚yˆÏá– §¡õˆÏòÓ˚ xÓfliy ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyˆÏÜ˛ Óƒy˛õÜ˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ ï˛Ìƒyl%§yˆÏÓ˚ 7 ¢ï˛yÇ¢
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ôl# ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ~ÓÇ 50 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ò!Ó˚o ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√ ˆòÎ˚ (p<0.000***)– l#!ï˛ xy Ï̂Î˚y Ï̂àÓ˚ Multidimensional

Poverty Index (MPI)-2021 ~Ó˚ §Ù#«˛y ˆòáyÎ˚ ˆÎ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛Ó˚ §Ó Ï̂Ì Ï̂Ü˛ ò!Ó˚oï˛Ù Ó˚yçƒ V˛yí ¸̨á[˛ ~ÓÇ !Ó•yÓ˚ñ ˆÎáy Ï̂l
˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ §Ó Ï̂Ì Ï̂Ü˛ ˆÓ!¢– xl%Ó˚*˛õË˛y Ï̂Ó NFHS-5ÈüÈ~Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒyl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ V˛yí˛¸áˆÏu˛ òy!Ó˚ˆÏoƒÓ˚ •yÓ˚ §ˆÏÓy≈Fã˛
55 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ !Ó•y Ï̂Ó˚ 52 ¢ï˛yÇ¢– ~SÈyí˛¸yñ G!Ó!§ çy!ï˛Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ §ÓˆÏã˛ˆÏÎ˚ ˆÓ!¢ ˛õ!Ó˚°!«˛ï˛
•Î˚ !Ó•yÓ˚ ~ÓÇ V˛yí ¸̨á Ï̂[˛ åÎÌye´ Ï̂Ù 55 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ 45 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä– ~Ü˛•zË˛yˆÏÓ ï˛Ê˛!§!° çy!ï˛Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD
å38 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä G !Ó•y Ï̂Ó˚ å31 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ï˛Ê˛!§!° í˛z˛õçy!ï˛Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ G!í˛¢y å35 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä G V˛yí˛¸áu˛ å32 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä
Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ (p<0.005***)– í˛zFã˛ çß√•yÓ˚ xlƒylƒ ôÙ≈#Î˚ ˆày¤˛#Ó˚ ï%˛°lyÎ˚ !•®%ˆÏòÓ˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ˆÓ!¢ å80 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä ~ÓÇ ï˛yÓ˚y
x!ôÜ˛yÇ¢•z ò!Ó˚oñ @˝ÃyÙ#î ~°yÜ˛yÎ˚ Ó§Óy§ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ (p<0.309)– ~ÙlÜ˛#ñ §!ë˛Ü˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yôÜ˛ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ ly Ü˛Ó˚yÎ˚
àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ §Çáƒy e´ÙÓô≈Ùylñ ~•z •yÓ˚ §ÓˆÏã˛ˆÏÎ˚ ˆÓ!¢ !Ó•yÓ˚ å79 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä G V˛yí˛¸áˆÏu˛ å74 ¢ï˛yÇ¢äñ ~Ó˚˛õÓ˚ G!í˛¢y
å64 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä G ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓD å52 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ä e´Ùyl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ xÓfliyl Ü˛Ó˚̂ ÏSÈ (p<0.140)ñ Ê˛ Ï̂° ~•z Ó˚yçƒ=!° Ï̂ï˛ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚
˛õ!Ó˚Ùyî xlƒylƒ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒÓ˚ ï%̨ °lyÎ˚ x Ï̂lÜ˛ ˆÓ!¢–

xy Ï̂°yã˛ly≠

~•z à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÓ˚ ≤ÃyÌ!ÙÜ˛ í ẑ̨ Ïj¢ƒ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliyÓ˚ Óï ≈̨Ùyl xÓfliy Ù)°ƒyÎ˚î Ü˛Ó˚y– Ê˛°yÊ˛°=!° ˆòáyÎ˚
xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ xÓfliy ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ í z̨̨ õÓ˚ ~Ü˛ í ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘á Ï̂Îyàƒ «˛!ï˛Ü˛Ó˚ ≤ÃË˛yÓ ˆÊ˛ Ï̂°– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ fl∫y Ï̂fliƒÓ˚ í z̨ß¨!ï˛Ó˚
çlƒ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ §Ó˚Ü˛yÓ˚ !Ü˛S%È xy•zl G Ü˛Ù≈§)!ã˛ ÓyhflÏÓyÎ˚l Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ˆÏSÈñ !Ü˛v Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ~ÓÇ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ §Ù§ƒy ~álG !ÓòƒÙyl–
~•z xË˛ƒy§!ê˛ !Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚# Ï̂òÓ˚ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ ˆÎÔl G ≤Ãçll fl∫yfliƒ V%Ñ̨ !Ü˛Ó˚ §¡ø%á#l Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚– x˛õÎ≈yÆ ˆÓyôàÙƒï˛yÓ˚ Ü˛yÓ˚̂ Ïî ~ Ï̂òÓ˚ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨
ôÓ˚̂ ÏlÓ˚ =Ó˚&ï˛Ó˚ x§%fliï˛y ~ÓÇ Ù,ï%̨ ƒÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ˆÓ!¢ •Î˚ (Naik et al 2023)– ≤ÃyÆÓÎ˚flÒ Ù!•°y Ï̂òÓ˚ ï%̨ °lyÎ˚ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ù!•°y Ï̂òÓ˚
ÙˆÏôƒ Ù,ï˛≤Ã§Ó ~ÓÇ àË˛≈˛õyˆÏï˛Ó˚ •yÓ˚ á%Ó ˆÓ!¢ (Patra 2016)– Atwood ~ÓÇ Hussainñ (1997) ~Ó˚ à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ ˆòáy
ÎyÎ˚ñ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ !òˆÏÜ˛ ˛õ!Ó˚ã˛y!°ï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ ~ÓÇ !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚#ˆÏòÓ˚ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ ¢yÓ˚#!Ó˚Ü˛ÈüÈÙyl!§Ü˛ §Ù§ƒyÓ˚ §ß√%á#l
•ˆÏï˛ •Î˚– ï˛y•z Óï˛≈Ùyl §Ù#«˛y!ê˛ !¢«˛yÓ˚ hflÏÓ˚ñ ˜ÓÓy!•Ü˛ xÓfliyñ Ó§ÓyˆÏ§Ó˚ fliylñ §¡õòñ ôÙ≈ñ Óî≈ñ ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“ly
§• !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ Ü˛yÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ § Ï̂D Î%_´ñ ~Ùl!Ü˛ !¢÷ Ï̂òÓ˚ !ÓÜ˛y Ï̂¢ Óyôy@˝ÃhflÏ •GÎ˚yÓ˚ §y Ï̂ÌG Î%_´– xMÈ˛° !Ë˛!_Ü˛ !Ó Ï̂Ÿ’£Ï̂ Ïl ˆòáy
ÎyÎ˚ñ ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓDñ !Ó•yÓ˚ ~ÓÇ V˛yí˛¸áu˛ §• í˛z_Ó˚ÈüÈ˛õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ xy§yÙ ~ÓÇ !e˛õ%Ó˚y Ó˚yˆÏçƒ !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# Ù!•°yˆÏòÓ˚
àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ §ÓˆÏÌˆÏÜ˛ ˆÓ!¢– !e˛õ%Ó˚y ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD ˛õ!Ó˚!fli!ï˛ Ë˛Î˚yÓ•ñ ˆÎáyˆÏl ≤ÃyÎ˚ ~Ü˛ÈüÈï,̨ ï˛#Î˚yÇ¢ ˆÙˆÏÎ˚ˆÏòÓ˚
˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§ !Ó Ï̂Î˚ •Î˚ (UNFPA 2022)– !Ó•yÓ˚ G V˛yí˛¸áˆÏ[˛Ó˚ ˛õ)Ó≈yMÈ˛° ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏDÓ˚ x!ôÜ˛yÇ¢ ˆç°y ~•z
xl%¢#°ˆÏlÓ˚ çlƒ •ê˛flõê˛ !•ˆÏ§ˆÏÓ !ã˛!•´ï˛ (Gita et al 2024)– à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ ˆòáy ˆà Ï̂SÈ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ùy Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ !¢«˛yÓ˚ •yÓ˚
ï%˛°lyÙ)°Ü˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ Ü˛Ù ~ÓÇ @˝ÃyÙ G ¢•ˆÏÓ˚Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ ~•z !¢«˛yÓ˚ ÎˆÏÌ‹T ÓƒÓôyl Ó˚ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ– xÌ≈ƒyÍ !¢«˛yÓ˚ xË˛yÓ ~ÓÇ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨
xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ Ü˛yÓ˚î ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliyÓ˚ §y Ï̂Ì Î%_´ Ó Ï̂° Ù Ï̂l Ü˛Ó˚y •Î˚ (Goonewardena and Deeyagaha Waduge,

2005)– àˆÏÓ£Ïîy!ê˛ xyÓ˚G ˆòáyÎ˚ñ ¢‡ˆÏÓ˚ ˆÙˆÏÎ˚Ó˚y Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ˆÌˆÏÜ˛ ˆÓ˚•y•z ˛õyÎ˚ lyñ §yÇfl,Ò!ï˛Ü˛ ≤Ãï˛ƒy¢yñ xy!Ì≈Ü˛ §#ÙyÓk˛ï˛yñ
§¡±òyˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ≤ÃË˛yÓ ~ÓÇ §•Ü˛Ù≈#ˆÏòÓ˚ ã˛y˛õ myÓ˚y ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ •Î˚– x˛õÓ˚yô G •Î˚Ó˚y!lÓ˚ V%Ñ˛!Ü˛ §• ¢‡ˆÏÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ˆÏÓˆÏ¢ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚=!°
≤ÃyÎ˚•z !lÓ˚y˛õ_yÓ˚ !Ó£Ï̂ ÏÎ˚ í ẑ̨ Ïmà ≤ÃÜ˛y¢ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ~ÓÇ ï˛y Ï̂òÓ˚ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• G àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ !ò Ï̂Ü˛ ˆë˛ Ï̂° ˆòÎ˚ (Mourtada

et al 2017)– ò%Ó≈° xÌ≈˜Ïl!ï˛Ü˛ xÓfliy Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ~ÓÇ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ í˛z˛õÓ˚ ÎˆÏÌ‹T ≤ÃË˛yÓ ˆÊ˛ˆÏ°– xÌ≈˜Ïl!ï˛Ü˛
§#ÙyÓk˛ï˛yñ §yÙy!çÜ˛ G !°D ˜Ó£ÏÙƒñ òy¡õï˛ƒñ Ü˛°•ñ ˛õy!Ó˚Óy!Ó˚Ü˛ x¢y!hs˝ ~ÓÇ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ Ùyl!§Ü˛ ã˛yˆÏ˛õÓ˚ Ü˛yÓ˚ˆÏî Ù!•°yÓ˚y
§!ë˛Ü˛ !§k˛yhs˝ !lˆÏï˛ ˛õyˆÏÓ˚ ly– §yÇfl,Ò!ï˛Ü˛ ôyÓ˚îyñ !lÎ˚Ù Óy ˙!ï˛•ƒàï˛ xl%¢#°l §ÙyˆÏç ~ï˛ àË˛#Ó˚Ë˛yˆÏÓ ˆ≤Ãy!Ìï˛ ˆÎ
!Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# ÙyˆÏÎ˚Ó˚y ÙyˆÏV˛ ÙyˆÏV˛ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyˆÏÓ˚Ó˚ x˜Ïl!ï˛Ü˛ xyã˛Ó˚î ˆÙˆÏl ã˛°ˆÏï˛ ÓƒÌ≈ •Î˚– Nandi et al. (2014) ~Ó˚
§Ù#«˛y xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ ˆÓ!¢Ó˚Ë˛yà !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# ˆÙˆÏÎ˚ !ÓˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ˛õˆÏÓ˚G ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ !¢«˛y ã˛y!°ˆÏÎ˚ ˆÎˆÏï˛ ã˛yÎ˚– !Ü˛v ≤ÃÜ,̨ ï˛˛õˆÏ«˛ñ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚
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˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ G §Ùyç ï˛y §ÙÌ≈l Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ lyñ ~Ùl!Ü˛ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ fl∫yÙ# ~ÓÇ Ÿª÷Ó˚Óy!í˛¸Ó˚ ˆ°yˆÏÜ˛Ó˚yG ˆâyÓ˚ !ÓˆÏÓ˚yô#– í˛zFã˛ !¢«˛yÓ˚
xË˛yˆÏÓÓ˚ Ü˛yÓ˚ˆÏî !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚#Ó˚y §!ë˛Ü˛ !§k˛yhs˝ !lˆÏï˛ ˛õyˆÏÓ˚ ly (Becker et al 2006)ñ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy Ï̂•Ó˚ Ê˛ Ï̂° Óy°ƒÓô)Ó˚y í z̨̨ õyç≈l
Ü˛Ó˚̂ Ïï˛ x«˛Ù •Î˚ñ Ê˛ Ï̂° ï˛yÓ˚y ï˛y Ï̂òÓ˚ fl∫yÙ# ~ÓÇ Ÿª÷Ó˚ Óy!í ¸̨Ó˚ ˆ°y Ï̂Ü˛Ó˚ í z̨̨ õÓ˚ ˆÓ!¢ !lË ≈̨Ó˚¢#° • Ï̂Î˚ ˛õ Ï̂í ¸̨ (Parsons et

al 2015)ñ ~Ùl!Ü˛ Óy°ƒÓô)Ó˚y ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ Óy!í˛¸ˆÏï˛ Ùyl!§Ü˛ !lÎ≈yï˛l §•ƒ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ ~ÓÇ =Ó˚&ï˛Ó˚ !Ó£Ïß¨ï˛y G ~Ü˛yÜ˛#c ˆË˛yà Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚
(Le Strat et al 2011)–

NFHSüÈ~Ó˚ ï˛Ìƒ xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ ï˛Ê˛!§!° çy!ï˛ÈüÈí˛z˛õçy!ï˛ åSC ~ÓÇ STä ~ÓÇ xlƒylƒ xl@˝Ã§Ó˚ ˆ◊î#Ó˚ (OBC)

ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨ôyÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ ≤ÃÓîï˛y ˆÓ!¢ñ ÎyÓ˚ Ù)° Ü˛yÓ˚î !¢«˛y G § Ï̂ã˛ï˛lï˛yÓ˚ xË˛yÓ (Parsons et al 2015)–
Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy Ï̂• !¢«˛y ~Ü˛!ê˛ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y ˛õy°l Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ñ Ü˛yÓ˚î Ü˛Ù !¢!«˛ï˛ lyÓ˚# Ï̂òÓ˚ x“ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§ !Ó Ï̂Î˚ Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ Óy §hs˝yl
çß√ ˆòGÎ˚yÓ˚ §Ω˛yÓly ˆÓ!¢ñ ~!ê˛ Sagalova et al (2021), Wang et al (2020), and Luo et al (2020) myÓ˚y
§Ù!Ì≈ï˛ ~Ü˛!ê˛ xl%§¶˛yl– Ü˛lƒy◊# ˆÎyçlyñ °yí˛!° °-# ˆÎyçlyñ ~ÓÇ ˆÓ!ê˛ ÓÑyã˛yG ˆÓ!ê˛ ˛õí˛¸yGÈüÈ~Ó˚ ÙˆÏï˛y ˆÓ¢ !Ü˛S%È
çyï˛#Î˚ G Ó˚yçƒÈüÈhflÏ̂ ÏÓ˚Ó˚ Ü˛Ù≈§)!ã˛Ó˚ °«˛ƒ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ !¢«˛yÓ˚ ≤Ã§yÓ˚ âê˛y Ï̂ly– Ü˛yÓ˚î !¢!«˛ï˛ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ Ùyl!§Ü˛ G ¢yÓ˚#!Ó˚Ü˛
!ÓÜ˛y¢ §¡õ)î≈ ly •GÎ˚y ˛õÎ≈hs˝ !Ó Ï̂Î˚Ó˚ çlƒ x Į̈̂ õ«˛y Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚– ~•z !flÒÙ=!° @˝ÃyÙ G ¢• Ï̂Ó˚ ò!Ó˚o ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ í z̨Fã˛ !¢«˛y xç≈̂ Ïl
xy!Ì≈Ü˛ §•yÎ˚ï˛y ≤Ãòyl Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ ~ÓÇ xy!Ì≈Ü˛ §#ÙyÓk˛ï˛yÓ˚ Ü˛yÓ˚ˆÏî Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ~í˛¸yˆÏï˛ §•yÎ˚ï˛y Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ ≤ÃÌÙ !òˆÏÜ˛
§¡õò ~Ü˛!ê˛ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y ˛õy°l Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– ˆÎÙlÈüÈ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ôl# ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyˆÏÓ˚Ó˚ ï%˛°lyÎ˚ ò!Ó˚o ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyˆÏÓ˚
ˆÓ!¢– Sagalova et al (2021) xl%§yˆÏÓ˚ñ ~•z ≤ÃÓîï˛y 1986 ~ÓÇ 2017 ~Ó˚ ÙˆÏôƒ çyï˛#Î˚ ≤Ã!ï˛!l!ô §Ù#«˛yÓ˚ ˆí˛ê˛yÓ˚
í z̨̨ õÓ˚ !Ë˛!_ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ 23!ê˛ ˛õ!Ÿã˛Ù G Ùôƒ xy!Ê ˛Ü˛yl ˆòˆÏ¢Ó˚ í˛z˛õÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y ~Ü˛!ê˛ àˆÏÓ£ÏîyÓ˚ Ê˛°yÊ˛ˆÏ°Ó˚ §yˆÏÌ §yÙO§ƒ˛õ)î≈ñ ~ÓÇ
Wang et al (2020) myÓ˚y ã˛#ˆÏl ˛õ!Ó˚ã˛y!°ï˛ ~Ü˛!ê˛ àˆÏÓ£Ïîy– Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• G àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ §Ω˛yÓly ˛õy!Ó˚Óy!Ó˚Ü˛ §¡õò ~ÓÇ
!¢«˛yÓ˚ hflÏÓ˚ Ó,!k˛Ó˚ §yˆÏÌ §yˆÏÌ •…y§ ˛õyÎ˚ (Berliana et al 2018)– Islam et al (2017) ~ÓÇ Marphatia et al

(2023)ÈüÈ~Ó˚ à Ï̂Ó£Ïîy xl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ñ !Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚# Ï̂òÓ˚ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• Ü˛Ùy Ï̂ï˛ ~ÓÇ «˛Ùï˛yÎ˚̂ Ïî ˆçyÓ˚ ˆòGÎ˚yÓ˚ çlƒ !¢«˛yÎ˚ ≤Ã Ï̂Ó¢y!ôÜ˛yÓ˚
Óyí˛¸yˆÏly xï˛ƒhs˝ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈– §%ï˛Ó˚yÇñ xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ ˜Ó£ÏÙƒ ò)Ó˚ Ü˛Ó˚yñ §ˆÏã˛ï˛lï˛y Ó,!k˛ ~ÓÇ !¢«˛yÓ˚ ÙyôƒˆÏÙ ˆÙˆÏÎ˚ˆÏòÓ˚
«˛Ùï˛yÎ˚l Ü˛Ó˚y ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ á%Ó Ü˛Ù ÓÎ˚§# Ùy •GÎ˚y ˆÌˆÏÜ˛ Ó˚«˛y Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ ~Ü˛!ê˛ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ ˆÜ˛Ô¢°– Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ ˜Ó!ã˛eƒÙÎ˚ §Çfl,Ò!ï˛ñ
§yÙy!çÜ˛ Ó˚#!ï˛l#!ï˛ ~ÓÇ ≤ÃÌy=!° Óy°ƒ!ÓÓyˆÏ•Ó˚ xl%¢#°lˆÏÜ˛ í˛zˆÏÕ‘áˆÏÎyàƒË˛yˆÏÓ ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– @˝ÃyÙ#î Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ Ü˛Ó˚y ~Ü˛!ê˛
§Ù#«˛yÎ˚ñ Seth et al (2018) ˆòáyÎ˚ñ §yÙy!çÜ˛ !lÎ˚Ù ~ÓÇ xyã˛yÓ˚ÈüÈxl%¤˛yl=!° Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy•ˆÏÜ˛ xÓƒy•ï˛ Ó˚yáyÓ˚ ˆ«˛ˆÏe
~Ü˛!ê˛ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y ˛õy°l Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚–

˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“ly !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# ÙyˆÏÎ˚ˆÏòÓ˚ çlƒ xï˛ƒhs˝ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ Ü˛yÓ˚î ~!ê˛ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚îˆÏÜ˛ xyÓ˚G Ë˛y°Ë˛yˆÏÓ ˛õ!Ó˚ã˛y°ly
Ü˛Ó˚ˆÏï˛ §•yÎ˚ï˛y Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– Î!ò ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ ~Ü˛!ê˛ §•yÎ˚Ü˛ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ly ÌyˆÏÜ˛ ï˛ˆÏÓ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“ly xyÓ˚G Ü˛!ë˛l •ˆÏÎ˚ í˛zë˛ˆÏï˛ ˛õyˆÏÓ˚–
í˛zòy•Ó˚îfl∫Ó˚*˛õñ Î!ò ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ §D# ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚Ü˛“ly ≤Ã!ï˛ˆÏÓ˚yô Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ §y•yÎƒ ly Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ Ë%˛° ˛õk˛!ï˛
ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ çlƒ ÓyÓ˚ÓyÓ˚ ã˛y˛õ ˆòÎ˚ñ xÌÓy Î!ò !Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚# Ùy !§k˛yhs˝ !lˆÏï˛ °í˛¸y•z Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ñ ï˛ál àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ c xyÓ˚G
ã˛ƒy Ï̂°!OÇ • Ï̂Î˚ G Ï̂ë˛ (Dutta et al 2022)– à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ ˆòáy ˆà Ï̂SÈñ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ Ùy Ï̂Î˚Ó˚y àË ≈̨!l Ï̂Ó˚y Ï̂ôÓ˚ ˆÙÔ!°Ü˛ !Ó£ÏÎ˚=!°Ó˚ §y Ï̂Ì
˛õ!Ó˚!ã˛ï˛ñ ≤ÃyÌ!ÙÜ˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ Ü˛lí˛ˆÏÙÓ˚ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚– !Ü˛v xyˆÏ°yã˛ƒ àˆÏÓ£ÏîyÎ˚ ~Ó˚ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ !SÈ° l)ƒlï˛Ùñ ~ÓÇ àË˛≈ôyÓ˚ˆÏîÓ˚ §Çáƒy
Ü˛Ùy Ï̂lyÓ˚ §y Ï̂Ì ~Ó˚ ˆÜ˛y Ï̂ly §¡õÜ ≈̨ !SÈ° ly (Raj et al 2009)– Jejeebhoy and Sebastian (2003) flõ‹TË˛yˆÏÓ çylylñ
Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛#Î˚ í˛z˛õÙ•yˆÏòˆÏ¢ ~•z ôÓ˚ˆÏlÓ˚ àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yôÜ˛ K˛yˆÏlÓ˚ ˆÓ!¢Ó˚Ë˛yà•z !ÙÌñ Ë%˛° ôyÓ˚îy ~ÓÇ ò%Ó≈°ï˛yÓ˚ xl%Ë)˛!ï˛ˆÏï˛ xyÓ,ï˛–
Îy•ẑ Ï•yÜ˛ñ Óï ≈̨Ùyl à Ï̂Ó£Ïîy ˆòáyÎ˚ ˆÎ 70 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ Ù!•°y àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yôÜ˛ ˛õk˛!ï˛ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ lyñ x˛õÓ˚!òˆÏÜ˛ 30 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ Ù!•°y
àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yôÜ˛ ˛õk˛!ï˛ §¡õˆÏÜ˛≈ §ˆÏã˛ï˛l ÌyÜ˛y §ˆÏ_¥G àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yˆÏôÓ˚ ˆÜ˛yl ˛õk˛!ï˛ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ ly Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚•z Ùy •ˆÏï˛ ˆÓˆÏSÈ ˆll– Ü˛yÓ˚î
!ÓˆÏÎ˚Ó˚ ˛õÓ˚˛õÓ˚•z àË˛≈Óï˛# ly •ˆÏ° §yÙy!çÜ˛ G §yÇfl,Ò!ï˛Ü˛ ã˛yˆÏ˛õÓ˚ Ü˛yÓ˚ˆÏî ï˛yÓ˚y §ÙyˆÏç Ó¶˛ƒy ÓˆÏ° !ÓˆÏÓ!ã˛ï˛ •ˆÏÓñ Îy ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚
˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ ÓÎ˚ˆÏ§ àË˛≈Óï˛# •ˆÏï˛ Óyôƒ Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚ (Godha et al 2013)– x˛õÓ˚!ò Ï̂Ü˛ Pathak et al (1993) ~Ó˚ ÙˆÏï˛ñ !ÓÓy!•ï˛
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Ù!•°yÓ˚y §yôyÓ˚îï˛ ï˛yˆÏòÓ˚ ¢y÷!í˛¸ ~ÓÇ fl∫yÙ#ˆÏÜ˛ á%!¢ Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ çlƒ àË˛≈Óï˛# •l– Îy•zˆÏ•yÜ˛ñ ̨õ)Ó≈ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛Ó˚ Ó˚yçƒ=!° âlÓ§!ï˛˛õ)î≈
~ÓÇ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ çy!ï˛Ó˚ Ó§Óy§– Ü,̨ !£Ïñ !¢“ñ !¢«˛y G fl∫yfliƒ ˆ«˛ˆÏeÓ˚ ï%˛°lyÙ)°Ü˛ í˛zß¨!ï˛ •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈñ Îy ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy •…yˆÏ§Ó˚
xlƒï˛Ù Ü˛yÓ˚î •ˆÏï˛ ˛õyˆÏÓ˚– !Ü˛v §yÙ!@˝ÃÜ˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ ~•z xMÈ˛ˆÏ° !¢«˛y §ˆÏã˛ï˛lï˛yÓ˚ xË˛yÓñ àîÙyôƒˆÏÙÓ˚ åˆê˛!°!Ë˛¢ˆÏlÓ˚ñ ˆÙyÓy•z°
ˆÊ˛ylä Óƒy˛õÜ˛ ÓƒyÓ•yÓ˚ñ ̇ !ï˛•ƒàï˛ ôƒylÈüÈôyÓ˚îyñ G Ü%̨ §ÇflÒyÓ˚ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ~ÓÇ ̃ Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy Ï̂Ü˛ í ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘á Ï̂Îyàƒ Ë˛y Ï̂Ó ≤ÃË˛y!Óï˛
Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚– Ê˛°fl∫Ó˚*˛õñ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ~ÓÇ ~Ó˚ ç!ê˛°ï˛y=!° ~álG á%Ó ≤Ãã˛!°ï˛–

í z̨̨ õ§Ç•yÓ˚≠

~•z §Ù#«˛y!ê˛ 2005-06 ˆÌ Ï̂Ü˛ 2019-21 §y° ˛õÎ≈hs˝ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ ˆÏcÓ˚ •yÓ˚ ˛õÓ˚#«˛y Ü˛ˆÏÓ˚– àï˛
ò%•z ò¢ˆÏÜ˛ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy o&ï˛ •…y§ ˆ˛õˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ !Ü˛v Óï˛≈Ùyl hflÏÓ˚ ~álG í˛zFã˛– §yÙ!@˝ÃÜ˛Ë˛yˆÏÓñ 15-19 ÓSÈÓ˚ ÓÎ˚§#
!Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚#ˆÏòÓ˚ xl%˛õyï˛ Ü˛ˆÏÙˆÏSÈñ ~•z •yÓ˚ 2005-06 §y Ï̂° 16.0 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ˆÌˆÏÜ˛ Ü˛ˆÏÙ 2019-21 §y Ï̂° Ùye 6.8 ¢ï˛yÇ¢
• Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏSÈ– ~!ê˛ ÓSÈ Ï̂Ó˚Ó˚ ˛õÓ˚ ÓSÈÓ˚ ô Ï̂Ó˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ ~Ü˛!ê˛ í ẑ̨ ÏÕ‘á Ï̂Îyàƒ •…y§ Ï̂Ü˛ !l Ï̂ò≈¢ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ (IIPS and Macro

International 2007, IIPS and ICF 2017, IIPS and ICF 2021)– Îy•zˆÏ•yÜ˛ñ !e˛õ%Ó˚yñ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓDñ !Ó•yÓ˚ ~ÓÇ
xy§y Ï̂ÙÓ˚ Ù Ï̂ï˛y Ü˛ Ï̂Î˚Ü˛!ê˛ Ó˚y Ï̂çƒ ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ âê˛ly ~á Ï̂ly á%Ó ˆÓ!¢ñ ~Ó˚ çlƒ !Ó!Ë˛ß¨ xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ Ü˛yÓ˚î
òyÎ˚# (Goonewardena and Deeyagaha Waduge 2005)– !Ü˛S%È x@˝Ãà!ï˛ §ˆÏ_¥Gñ Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ
§hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ Óƒy˛õÜ˛ï˛y Ü˛Ùy Ï̂lyÓ˚ çlƒ xyÓ˚G !Ü˛S%È í ẑ̨ Ïòƒyà !l Ï̂ï˛ • Ï̂Ó– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ˆÓ˚yô Ü˛Ó˚y ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yçl Ü˛yÓ˚î
~!ê˛ lyÓ˚#ñ !¢÷ñ ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚ ~ÓÇ §ÙyˆÏçÓ˚ í˛z˛õÓ˚ !ÓÓ˚*˛õ ≤ÃË˛yÓ ˆÊ˛ˆÏ°– Óï˛≈Ùyl §Ù#«˛yÎ˚ ˆòáy ˆàˆÏSÈñ !¢«˛y §hs˝yl çß√òyl
Ü˛Ùy Ï̂ï˛ =Ó˚&c˛õ)î≈ Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y ˛õy°l Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚– Ü˛Ù !¢«˛y ~•z xË˛ƒy§!ê˛ Ï̂Ü˛ xy Ï̂Ó˚yG ˆÓ!¢ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ˆï˛y Ï̂°– ~•z ° Ï̂«˛ƒ Ë˛yÓ˚ï˛ §Ó˚Ü˛yÓ˚
!¢«˛yÓ˚ x!ôÜ˛yÓ˚ xy•zl!ê˛ 14 ÓSÈÓ˚ ˛õÎ≈hs˝ !¢÷ Ï̂òÓ˚ çlƒ Ó°ÓÍ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ≤ÃyÌ!ÙÜ˛ !¢«˛yÓ˚ ~l Ï̂Ó˚y° Ï̂Ùrê˛ xl%̨ õyï˛ Ï̂Ü˛ Ó,!k˛
Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚̂ ÏSÈ– !Ü˛v òy!Ó˚oï˛y G xlƒylƒ Ü˛yÓ˚̂ ÏîÓ˚ Ê˛ Ï̂° ≤ÃyÌ!ÙÜ˛ !¢«˛y xç≈̂ ÏlÓ˚ ˛õÓ˚ í»̨ ˛õ xyí z̨ê˛ •yÓ˚ ˆÓ Ï̂í ¸̨ ÎyÎ˚– fl%Ò° í»̨ ˛õ
xyí z̨ê˛ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ x“ ÓÎ˚̂ Ï§•z !Ó Ï̂Î˚ ˆòGÎ˚y •Î˚– Ë˛yÓ˚̂ Ïï˛ ˆÓ!¢Ó˚Ë˛yà ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ §hs˝yl çß√òyl !ÓÓy!•ï˛ ç#Ó Ï̂l â Ï̂ê˛
(Pautunthang 2022)– §%ï˛Ó˚yÇ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ fl%Ò Ï̂° Ó˚yáyÓ˚ çlƒ ~Ü˛!ê˛ ¢!_´¢y°# §ÙÌ≈l ÓƒÓfliy ≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yçl– Ùyôƒ!ÙÜ˛ !¢«˛y Ï̂Ü˛
ˆÙÔ!°Ü˛ x!ôÜ˛yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏ° Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• ˆÓ˚yô •ˆÏÓ–

Ë˛yÓ˚ˆÏï˛ ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliyÓ˚ ~Ü˛!ê˛ ≤Ãôyl Ü˛yÓ˚î •° Ü˛Ù àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yôÜ˛ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚– í˛zòy•Ó˚î fl∫Ó˚*˛õñ V˛yí˛¸áˆÏ[˛ àË˛≈!lˆÏÓ˚yˆÏôÓ˚
x≤Ã Ï̂Î˚yçl#Î˚ ã˛y!•òy 21.8 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ !Ó•yˆÏÓ˚ 21.5 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ ~ÓÇ ˛õ!Ÿã˛ÙÓˆÏD 18.4 ¢ï˛yÇ¢ñ xÌ≈yÍ §hs˝yl çß√òy Ï̂lÓ˚ ≤ÃÓîï˛y
ˆÓ!¢– @˝ÃyÙ#î ~°yÜ˛yÎ˚ !Ó Ï̂¢£Ï lçÓ˚ !ò Ï̂Î˚ x“ÓÎ˚§# Ù!•°y Ï̂òÓ˚ çlƒ àË ≈̨!l Ï̂Ó˚yôÜ˛=!° Ï̂Ü˛ xyÓ˚G §•ç°Ë˛ƒ Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚ ˆï˛y°yÓ˚
§%̨ õy!Ó˚¢ Ü˛Ó˚̂ Ïï˛ • Ï̂Ó– ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚ àË ≈̨yÓfliy ˆÓ!¢Ó˚Ë˛yà ò!Ó˚o ˛õ!Ó˚Óy Ï̂Ó˚ â Ï̂ê˛ Ó Ï̂° çyly ˆà Ï̂SÈ– Parsons et al (2015)

xl%§y Ï̂Ó˚ñ ò!Ó˚o ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚=!° ï˛y Ï̂òÓ˚ ˆÙ Ï̂Î˚̂ ÏòÓ˚ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy Ï̂•Ó˚ ÓƒÓfliy Ü˛Ó˚yÓ˚ §Ω˛yÓly ˆÓ!¢– §%ï˛Ó˚yÇñ òy!Ó˚oƒ•z ˜Ü˛ Ï̂¢yÓ˚
àË ≈̨yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ Ï̂cÓ˚ ≤Ãôyl ã˛y°Ü˛– ò!Ó˚o ˛õ!Ó˚ÓyÓ˚= Ï̂°y Ï̂Ü˛ §yÙy!çÜ˛ §%Ó˚«˛y ≤Ãòy Ï̂l !Ó Ï̂¢£Ï lçÓ˚ !ò Ï̂ï˛ • Ï̂Ó– !Ó!Ë˛ß¨
à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ ˆòáy ˆà Ï̂SÈ !Ù!í˛Î˚y ~: Į̈̂ õyçyÓ˚ Óy°ƒ!ÓÓy• G §hs˝yl çß√òyl Ü˛Ùy Ï̂ï˛ ~Ü˛!ê˛ x˛õ!Ó˚•yÎ≈ Ë)̨ !ÙÜ˛y ˛õy°l Ü˛ Ï̂Ó˚
(Pautunthang 2022; Naik et al 2023)– §ÇÓyò˛õeñ ˆÓ˚!í˛Gñ ˆê˛!°!Ë˛¢l G fløyê˛ˆÏÊ˛yl SÈyí˛¸yGó §ˆÏã˛ï˛lï˛y SÈí˛¸yˆÏlyÓ˚
çlƒ ã˛°!Fã˛eñ ï˛Ìƒ!ã˛e ~ÓÇ §Çà!ë˛ï˛ G Óƒy˛õÜ˛ ≤Ãã˛yÓ˚Ü˛yÎ≈ ã˛y°yˆÏly í˛z!ã˛ï˛–

§#ÙyÓk˛ï˛y≠

~•z à Ï̂Ó£ÏîyÎ˚ lƒy¢ly° Ê˛ƒy!Ù!° ˆ•°Ì §y Ï̂Ë ≈̨ (NFHS) ˆÌˆÏÜ˛ ï˛Ìƒ §Ç@˝Ã• Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈñ Îy ˜Ü˛ˆÏ¢yÓ˚ àË˛≈yÓfliy ~ÓÇ Ùyï,̨ ˆÏcÓ˚
§#!Ùï˛ !ÓÓÓ˚î ˆòÎ˚– ˆSÈyê˛ lÙ%lyÓ˚ xyÜ˛yÓ˚ (small sample size) ~ÓÇ xl%̨ õ!fliï˛ Ùyl=!° (missing values) ˆÓ!¢
•ÓyÓ˚ çlƒñ §ÙhflÏ Ü˛yÓ˚î §!ë˛Ü˛Ë˛yˆÏÓ ˆòáyˆÏly §Ω˛Ó •Î˚l#– ~ÙlÜ˛#ñ •y•zˆÏ˛õy!Ì!§§ ˛õÓ˚#«˛yÎ˚ ÷ô%Ùye Ü˛ˆÏÎ˚Ü˛!ê˛
xyÌ≈ÈüÈ§yÙy!çÜ˛ ˆí˛ˆÏÙy@˝Ãy!Ê˛Ü˛ ˜Ó!¢‹Tƒ ÓƒÓ•yÓ˚ Ü˛Ó˚y •ˆÏÎ˚ˆÏSÈ–

Prevalence of teenage pregnancy and motherhood in East Indian states
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Note: North Region- Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,

Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand. Central Region-Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh. East

Region- Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal. North East Region- Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura. West Region- Dadra & Nagar Haveli

and Daman & Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra. South Region- Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andhra

Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu, Telangana.

Source: IIPS and Macro International, 2007; IIPS and ICF, 2017 and 2021

Region NFHS-3 NFHS-4 NFHS-5 Change

(2005-06)  (2015-16)  (2019-21) e (%) 2005-06

to 2019-21

North 7.44 3.40 2.40 -5.04

Central 14.17 5.30 3.70 -10.47

East 23.05 12.50 11.18 -11.87

North East 11.95 9.33 8.30 -3.65

West 10.03 6.48 4.95 -5.08

South 12.15 5.79 5.09 -7.06

Table 1: Average Percentage of women age 15-19

who have begun childbearing in India, NFHS-3 to 5
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Figure 1: Percentage of women who had childbearing

before 19 years of age in Eastern region states, India, NFHS-3 to 5

Table 2: Percentage of women age 15-19 who have begun childbearing, by background

characteristics, east Indian states, 2019-2021

F=11.248,

df=5,

p=.000***,

n=2434

No schooling 21.7 4.1 16.00 15.2 15.7 (382)

<5 years complete 5.00 5.70 5.50 5.50 5.3 (130)

5-7 years complete 15.1 13.50 15.20 10.40 14.2 (345)

8-9 years complete 30.3 45.8 31.6 27.3 33.8 (823)

10-11 years complete 18.6 23.2 21.5 28.7 21.4 (522)

12 or more years complete 9.2 7.8 10.20 12.8 9.5 (232)

Age at first sex

Had no sex 0.00 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.0 (1)

Sex at below 15 12.2 20.9 9.20 14.9 13.9 (339)

Sex 15 to 20 40.00 47.8 30.30 74.4 44.0 (1070)

Sex at marriage 47.7 31.3 60.00 10.7 42.0 (1022)

Don’t know 0.1 0.00 0.20 0.00 0.1 (2)

Teenage (15-19 years) Childbearing in NFHS-5, 2019-21

Background characteristics Bihar West Bengal Jharkhand Odisha Eastern Region

A. Women personal Characteristics

Years of Schooling

F=27.125,

df=4,

p=.000***,

n=2434
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Marital Status

Never marriage 0.2 0.00 2.30 0.3 0.6 (14)

Currently marriage 99.6 99.1 97.30 96.9 98.7 (2403)

Formerly marriage 0.2 0.9 0.40 2.8 0.7 (17)

Watching television

No 58.2 36.6 55.1 29.1 49.1 (1196)

Yes 41.8 63.4 44.9 70.9 50.9 (1238)

Using Mobile phone

No 6.1 9.6 4.9 9.3 7.1 (172)

Yes 93.9 90.4 95.1 90.7 92.9 (2262)

B. Household Characteristics

Type of Residence

Urban 6.3 12.9 9.8 8.7 8.8 (215)

Rural 93.7 87.1 90.2 91.3 91.2 (2219)

F=1.243,
df=2,
p=.289,
n=2434

T=3.024,
df=2432,
p=.003***,
n=2434

T=33.367,
df=2432,
p=.997,
n=2434

T=.232,
df=2432,
p=.816,
n=2434

Wealth quintile

Poorest 51.6 45 55.1 43.3 49.8 (1211)

Poorer 28.2 33.3 24.8 30.1 28.9 (704)

Middle 14.2 15.6 13.1 15.6 14.5 (352)

Richer 6 6.2 7 11.1 6.9 (167)

F=6.129,

df=3,

p=.000***,

n=2434

C. Socio cultural Characteristics

Caste

Scheduled caste 30.5 38.1 16 22.9 27.9 (641)

Scheduled tribe 3.4 10.6 31.5 35.2 14.6 (336)

Other background caste 55.4 16.6 45.3 32 43.1 (988)

None of them 10.7 34.6 7.2 9.9 14.4 (330)

F=4.320,
df=3,
p=.005***,
n=2295

Hindu 86.5 65 72.3 94.8 79.7 (1939)

Muslim 13.2 34.2 15.6 0.7 17.1 (415)

Others 0.3 0.9 12.1 4.5 3.3 (80)

Religion

F=1.176,
df=2,
p=.309,
n=2434
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Note:

The value within the parenthesis ( ) denotes frequency.

Level of significance: *10%, **5% and ***1% level

Source: Computed from unit data of NFHS-5, 2019-21.
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D. Family planning Factors

Before period of cycle 7.6 4.8 9 2.8 6.7 (162)

During period of cycle 22.2 31.2 27.5 32.2 26.5 (645)

After period of cycle 49 36.3 46.1 42.9 44.7 (1089)

At any other times 11.8 16.6 12.5 13.8 13.3 (324)

Don’t know 9.4 11.2 4.9 8.3 8.8 (214)

Knowledge of ovulatory cycle

F=.435,
df=5,
p=.824,
n=2434

Current contraceptive uses

No 78.8 52 73.6 64 69.8 (1698)

Yes 21.2 48 26.4 36 30.2 (736)

T=1.475,
df=2432,
p=.140,
n=2434

Unmet need for contraception

No demand for family planning 57.2 33.6 51.7 49.8 49.8 (1211)

Unmet need 21.5 18.4 21.8 14.2 20.0 (486)

Met need 21.2 48 26.5 36 30.3 (736)

F=2.148,
df=2,
p=.117,
n=2433
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