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Iswarchandra’s devotion to his mother, Bhagawati Devi, has been portrayed as a unique example that
occupies a venerable position in the minds of the common Bengali populace. She is indeed revered as
a glorified symbol of motherhood. In the hagiographical renderings of Iswarchandra, narratives of
Bhagawati Devi’s adoration of Iswarchandra are extensively visible. One of his biographers, his brother
Shambhu Chandra, wrote that the affection shown by Bhagawati Devi towards Ishwarchandra was
distinctly noticeable compared to that shown to other sons. Eventually, Bhagawati Devi is the major
source of inspiration for various reformative endeavours of Ishwarchandra, such as the introduction
of widow remarriage and combating conservatism and untouchability. In fact, his unflinching love for
humanity, generosity, and compassionate attitude came from his mother. However, Ishwarchandra
started living in Kolkata with his father, Thakurdas, from childhood till he finished his education and
took up a job. Since he has spent the formative phases of his life with Thakurdas, it cannot be denied
that his father had a significant and lasting impact on the formation of Ishwarchandra’s outlook,
attitude, and personality development. Yet, in Bengal, Ishwarchandra’s mother is glorified to a great
extent, while his father is largely overlooked. This article will try to review the existing perception by

taking into account the intricacies of his relationship with his father.
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