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Abstract

In the nineteenth century, there was a tremendous development in the field of material science
in the West. In this situation, it was necessary to present to the world community the spiritual
wonders that had existed in India for thousands of years and to arouse appreciation and respect
among Western scholars for Indian spiritual philosophy, while at the same time creating a
respectful attitude towards India, the mother of spirituality. With English education, the spirit
of material science spread so rapidly that it required extraordinary courage and extraordinary
talent to stand against that phenomenon and change its direction. In the Indian context,
Narendranath Dutta, who later became widely known as Swami Vivekananda, came forward
to solve the problems in the social field. Many sociologists compare Vivekananda’s thoughts in
Hinduism, philosophy and social fields with the socialist philosophy of contemporary Europe.
In the field of social thought, Vivekananda’s philosophy is considered to have complemented
the communist philosophy of the West. However, he did not imitate Western socialism. Rather,
he tried to explain socialist thought in the Indian context in a religious and spiritual context,
specifically according to the philosophy of Vedanta. The present research article will try to
shed light on various aspects of Swami Vivekananda’s socialist thought. Along with this, one
of the objectives of the present research article is to compare the similarities and differences
between Western socialism, especially Marxist socialism, and Vivekananda’s socialist thought.

Keywords: Vivekananda, Indian society, Indian philosophy, socialism, Marxist socialism

TN REFT78 ST NG (ol ¢ FAATroq
e

Sfel *fore ~Arsivey I8 [AeeitTa (Fea opiidige Sfe 2@fest 1 a3 ff3fors, orre 2w
YT 27 47 ey @i e [ T S S @ S wgifes
TR 2APGIe) AGSR T ¥ @ Wl !, 9F2 AN WGIfFO Sl oo alfs




Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies Volume 12, No 1, June 2026

wisje AT tofd T erareEel (el eafest | Becafer MR e e I8 ReeitTa el
O% TS BEE T (@, (12 9619 {2607 1iene «e O W sifas Fare ey Azfiee!
8 TR AfSed drEes 2o SRer (afFte ANEF CFt@ ATUR AN 70% Gfe
OARE TEEaY 76 R sReeE Tl [Rasem west iy ofafbfe oo swfeeEe
fem o, mrdfeel ¢ fes cr Reremem HererRte Tesigama aPpiee TIHTEI
ITEIR AErefEs W A el @ ACH | ANereliEe BeR owg [REsEe
e Ariter AT Wt AifsEs s 90 W T4 T O@ AMSITSR Aot fefe
T FEE 71 I OFAOR (@G TACrelfge HReRAE (FW 8 WY (2 Hel,
RIS FEC0 I @WS W Sl SR FRF (581 IR | IO+ el e
#N IS Tueeiae eerme [ifey e & AEsaires G3 F91 2@ 1 (12 70
AP5Ie] STICTed, RIS AFAR Tered @2 REFAeva Terolfas bRrereR ey @
fafgor efoga ITeTM *taad fFacFa Seres Soey |

X A5 CTHT, TR TG, ST 7, TNGOH, TN TGO

s

Tfer TP e @3S fHRreRe FAGEA ETF0E 6 (I AfS FACS FF
= 71 a@ml ~ffgfere =¥ Rea™m Tefa FEfeeE @ (7 AFR Fore TG AHR
YR Tl FIEA G 29 AACGE 2T G5 9% | AF O3 T2 [of] ARG T[od IR 43
LA G2 AR T 4R (voal Gisfaeeist i fofey siroice weites T4a fea a1 ea witae
YO aRel ICARCT AN FHCE fof6 2R 1 FrelfkFem 71 [rasens Auerslizs
YN ST ALV TATS F To T AT | TG Toefeh FERET @, G
I TR AL TR T GLAWA AN T (712 | AR 432 Arerael wifea et =1
20, A ol T2 27 e fof oy Faces 1 aft TR @ey, fof it Tgaeia
LTS FRAMRE G2 OF OO TBRANE SCABER A0 I FEARE | BT T2
(Afes @ Sigfes [RPTE AN AL HFCS 201 I W SQH@ P06 G A4F TS
TE T @t TSl (AT I e giod aIit e Tfiee deae @ AR @ep
JCE (O | TG Tifere ORF GoaR SR gete GRiREH, e o s afens
A QARG 12 fofd F8I® Ol SRR (@ Geoid O Fiae ¢l @2 septRes dfe
SRR SUIRAY SFRe T |

sifge o f[ave “ftafFrs FNaes eas TeEmt @1 % Far of 9w hererRew
T WIR 1 AN O E (@ W wAwie Ag-wAe @ Iy Al @R fofq wighww
CFE RF (T AR ]SS Feaeil | e oel ¢ wq e fee g Wit e
WS et 1 Ae TG F22 S TG 01 IS SRR (FINGI 2@iens e Qe
IR) | AVE NGEF G9TR G [CTR 73d-F8 OitF ANIGF 8 Aeiares wma Srrg




Swami Vivekananda: Contribution of Swami Vivekananda to the development of Indian social
consciousness and socialist ideas

qbcafest | fofy gy T coftafRe™ @ I =8 TeEe T sife Furereiigs « o o |
SRR WA (<iae fAATes @32 AT St GRmR@era A= @ serRe e fofd
SAETSC T ICERET | ARG G MBS (mifes Feam wee ufelRe T4 @rs AT ¢
ATEGE SR ARBR € @R AT (@ O NJAE TFFE S0 I @edfed G2 977
T, AR AIPTGA SR 32 AT GG ©2F @Fg (TSTF T2 TG et
GO AL FCARCET | TONA IR e 71N REFFAewa Trereligs v ¢ Aroice™
erelfEs Wt A ©fd fHel-SReE ey Tite Kol Sienal S0 263 |

Rzemmwg Teeifye v

T RIS AES @ AGAST (@ GFCH TAG FRHATAS (K2 QN AT SRR |
faf ferere e tawifes ST, Qe oror amfamt aifas, seifi Tawgv e A
qFee FAY @A | TG FeFES Pl AlEa A fofy f[fey swfes i
wiferen e, e Taber, @en<y egfe f[fey fan e @t ¢ SETDa FeafReET |
fofy fafey cwra sraream == ecae sfee ¢ o ey wrifie dem ¢ Sfeq g
STEreifEd e IR AT Aew TR | [KaFa= A FACo, “ am a socialist, not because it
is perfect system but because I believe that half of a loaf is better than no bread”.’ RIS
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ANTRIWE F SIFce #fapifete Fafe 1 Rao f10a0=, “Vivekananda’s Vedantic socialism
naturally covered the social system and the need for its reconstruction to enable the masses to
play their rightful role in society. He was fully aware of the denigration of the masses that the
Hindu social system had brought about over the centuries; but he was not prepared to go in for
an unqualified condemnation of the past nor to seek for a wholesale destruction of all existing
institutions and their replacement by a new order.” ¢
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g fo1tat@d, “The deep social realism of Vivekananda is also revealed in his statement that
India’s political slavery of a thousand years is rooted in the suppression of the masses. The
social tyrants and aristocratic despots of this country exploited the millions of masses. They

held the latter in disgust and contempt and humiliated them so much that they almost lost their
999

humanity.
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Wi feel 1 C.M. Bisha f102t24, “Swamiji travelled the length and breadth of India and was
deeply moved to see the appalling poverty and backwardness of the masses. Swamiji declared
that the real cause of India’s downfall was the ‘neglect of the masses’ by the people higher up.
Owing to centuries of oppression, the downtrodden masses had lost faith in their capacity to
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a3 TH R7o1a afeDig Arnsif qeitafos (T I& Tue 9 TN &0 | “Social laws were
created by economic conditions under the sanction of religion. The terrible mistake of religion
was to interfere in social matters. But how hypocritically it says and thereby contradicts itself.
Social reform is not the business of religion.” True, what we want is, that religion should not
be a social reformer, but we insist at the same time that religion has no right to become a social
law-giver.”!?
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F S JEAREE, “The poor, the sinner in India has no friends, no help, they cannot rise,
they however they may. They sink lower and lower every day, they feel the blows showed
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e FRMRCE | I8OICF, “The political philosophy of Vivekananda’ that the Swami believed
that the social evolution is not different from the evolution of the universe. The law of universe
operates in society also. As the universe is not static but dynamic, no institution in society is
sacred and eternal. The social evolution is based on the principle of rise and fall.”"’
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o7 sEehe 2 | fsf e, “The lower classes are gradually awakening to this fact and
making a united front against this, determined to exact their legitimate dues. The masses of
Europe and America have been the first to awaken and have already begun the fight. Signs of
this awakening have shown themselves in India, too, as is evident from the number of strikes
among the lower classes nowadays”.”!
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e eEAm | Pt fafret et “Vivekananda’s passion of pity, however, did not
concern itself with the Indian people only. True to his Oriental birth, he would always defend
the small farmer or the small distributor, against those theorists who seem to consider that
aggregations of business are justified in proportion to their size. “He held that the age of
humanity now dawning would occupy itself mainly with the problems of the working-folk, or
as he expressed it, with the problems of the Sudra.**
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intact, minus their evils it will be an ideal state.” S<fie grse 99 I, O IR, L0
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O3 Ty (A3 gfefre zaiee BIESRE 1 5. @, Swe f&TCates, “It is not Vivekananda’s
fiery rhetoric so much that survives today as his worldwide Ramakrishna mission centres for
devoted public service in the field of education, medical relief and religious instruction. In In-
dia, there are over a hundred such centres, symbolising the reformulation of abstract Vedantic
ideas into concrete moral practice. The transformation of an autological religion of personal
salvation through world renunciation into a vehicle of altruistic service was Vivekananda’s
principal contribution to the social-cultural history of the India of his tomes”.*
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