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Abstract

The paper focuses on various issues related to the killing of a girl child in India. A declining
sex ratio is an indication of this heinous act still being carried out in the modern world. The
uniqueness of this situation is that the killing is done by the family members themselves. In
some cases, it could be the mother too! What makes a mother want to take the life of her own
child? Are the reasons linked to her own journey from herself being the 'unwanted' girl to a
woman whose main purpose is to give the family a male? A male who will carry on with the
patriarchal system with the woman as his chief ally? The paper looks at the various stages of
elimination of the girl child starting from killing of the desire to bear a female child to the
killing of the foetus - female foeticide, then the newborn baby- female infanticide and finally
killing the girl child by neglect. The girl who manages to survive becomes a woman - now
ready to give birth. The cycle starts again! Should she bring her own version into this world so
that she too is subjugated to all that she herself had to endure? Or is there another way? The
paper looks at some of the options that the parents resort to in India.
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Introduction

The killing of the girl child is an age-old tradition carried out by many communities in different
parts of the world. This unfortunate tradition is perhaps the reason for the low child sex ratio
in India. According to United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), "India is the only large country
where more girls die than boys, with the inverse sex ratio at birth being 900 girls born for
every 1000 boys. Globally 7 percent more boys die under the age of 5 compared to girls, but in
India, 11 percent more girls die under the age of 5" (UNICEF, 2020 para.4). The report on
"Vital Statistics of India based on the Civil Registration System" for the year 2018, shows the
sex wise distribution of registered births as 52% registered male births as against 47.9% of
registered females births (Ministry of Home Affairs, India 2018: 40).

Of all the questions that any researcher can ask a respondent, perhaps the most difficult
one could well be, "What made you kill your own child - your daughter?" It would be just as
difficult for any respondent to give an honest answer. Most certainly, the decision is not an
easy one. Yet it culminates in to something, which can be considered no less than a homicide
and that too of one's own flesh and blood. What compels a family to take such an action?
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The present paper is not looking at the reasons behind such a heinous act. This has been
the focus of many papers. Each one of them gave its own theories and making its own
assumptions. The present article tries to identify the different stages in the journey of an
Indian woman from the mother’s womb till the time she herself is ready to deliver a baby.
Then she may deliver a girl child! For a society to make her kill her own child, it takes years to
implant the idea, nourish it and then finally make her actually commit it. It could be the result
of years of socialization and numerous other factors, which reduce the importance of a female
child and make her, appear “worthless” in the eyes of her own mother.

The need to “do away with the girl child” is so strong that the society tries to eliminate
her at the different stages of her growth.

Stages of Elimination of the Indian Girl Child

Various stages of elimination are given below.

Killing the Desire for a Girl Child

Killing the Thought of a girl child during the Preconception and conception stages
Female Foeticide

Female Infanticide

Killing the Girl Child by neglect

The details of the above points are discussed below:

1. Killing the Desire for a Girl Child

The society not only kills the child but even kills the desire in a woman to have a girl child.
There are various factors that contribute to this.

VVVVY

I. Personal Factors
These factors concern the woman herself. Her perception of her own self, her satisfaction
with her role as a woman and the self-image which she develops over a period of time. As a
little girl she observes her mother and other younger female members of her family bowing
down to the wishes and commands of the men and a few senior women. She rarely hears any
voice of dissent and learns very early in life as to how her own behavior has to be different
from her brothers. She observes and gradually absorves the image of a ‘dependent’ individual.
Kumar (2015) writes in the book on the nature and extent of development and gender
disparity in Haryana, a state which has the lowest sex ratio in India —that is 876 females per
1000 males (Ministry of Women and Child Development 2021).
“Women are dependent on the men folk in all occupations. It is a common saying in the
countryside, that female as daughters are dependent on their fathers and brothers, as a
wife on their husbands and as mothers on their son. In addition, women are generally
not given importance in family decision making ...The decisions of all male bodies are
binding upon women” (Kumar 2015: 76).
This is true, unfortunately, even for women living in the cities. The urban women are no
doubt more educated but the family set up remains largely patriarchal. She must do well in
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her studies as well as learn to do domestic work. Thus, they are told that their education
means that they should excel in studies and do well in the examinations, but it does not mean
that they can take decision regarding their lives. The type of occupation that the girls can take
up is also decided for them.

Bahadur (2009) on the basis of the results of the study, “Psychological Factors as Predictors
of College Girls’ Orientation towards Marriage and Career”, reported,

“The results indicated that girls autonomy regarding matters related to self, choice of

marriage partner, making friends, decision related to taking up jobs are important areas

for them. But they do not feel that they can fully exercise control over these areas as they

are still seeking parental approval”(Bahadur 2009:166).

Unfortunately, parental approval is influenced greatly by social rules and norms. Thus,
a daughter is encouraged to do her graduation and post-graduation studies but is told to limit
her choice of occupation to school teachers and college lecturers.

John (2018) who conducted a multi stage and multi sited study of sex ratio in Haryana
and Maharastra during 2015-17, reported a difference in parental aspirations regarding
education and future employment opportunities for their children. A university degree “with
teaching as a possible job opportunity” was preferred for daughters as against “professional
aspirations for sons” (John 2018: 88).

The hand that reaches out to them and gives them education pulls back at the mere
mention of giving them their rights. Further, if she has been discriminated with her brother,
the matter only becomes worse. She must come home early before dark, although her brother
can stay out as long as he wants. In addition, if the choice of life partner is not given to her and
she is forced to carry the traditional tray of tea to the drawing room for the future groom and his
family, which result in a very poor self-image. Dowry adds to the misery and instills in the
girl a feeling of worthlessness and of being an economic burden on her parents.

Kaur (2007) analyses the socio-economic reasons behind the decline in the juvenile sex
ratio and writes,

“An important aspect of the perpetuation of son preference is the socialisation of girls in

an atmosphere of familial discrimination. The differential care and affection within the

family is registered by girls, percolating at the psychological level into a mindset that
favours boys over girls. The low value placed on a girl by family, society and by cultural
norms instills a sense of her own inferiority and her brother’s superiority in the mind of

the girl. She then grows up to be a wife and mother with the same values” (Kaur 2007:

236 - 237).

The most dreadful thing is if the girl has been sexually exploited at some point of her life
and carries horrible memories of it. Needless to say, such experiences would probably suffocate
any desire for a girl child.

The condition of a rural girl is also pathetic. As Jahan (2015) writes in her article “The
Social Construction of ‘Self’and Womanhood in a Hindu Village of Bangladesh”, a country
not very different from India;
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“In a crude Hindu society like Khankhanapur ...the essence of ‘self’ develops in the

women’s heart as they continuously encounter diverse factors that are external but related

to them... From the childhood, a village Hindu girl is expected to perceive herself as a

little woman incorporating into her character the womanly traits. She is socialised not to

behave like a boy, go here and there and escape household duties. Alongside her school
education, as a ‘little woman,’ she is expected to spend her time in learning the house
work from her mother. This is thought to set a stage for her to act her role of a wife and
mother in her life-long social drama... During her girlhood, a village Hindu woman
incorporates within her the very notion of womanhood that resonates around marriage

and childbirth.” (Jahan 2015: 42-43).

The only important event in the life of a woman is her marriage and later childbirth. All
throughout her maiden years, she has to prepare herself for her life after marriage.Once
married, she must use her years of training to placate the new family, irrespective of how
they treat her. Even if things do not work out, there is hardly any option available to her.
Divorce is seldom an option for an Indian woman.

As per India Today report (2018, November 20), although the global divorce has increased
to 251.8% since 1960, it is less than one percent in India. But this does not really mean that all
is well in the marriage. As Dommaraju concludes, “The comparatively low level of marital
dissolution in India might seem to represent a desirable situation if marital stability was
underpinned by marital satisfaction, symmetrical gender power relationship, an equitable
socio-legal system and egalitarian values. For many women, however, staying in or leaving a
marriage is not necessarily dependent on any of these values” (Dommaraju 2016: 215).

Even if she has a bad marriage she must continue to live with her husband. A large
number of women experience domestic violence and marital rape but very few of them, even
in educated urban India reach out for help.

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) of India for the period 2015 -16 reported
that one-third of married women were subjected to some type of emotional, sexual or physical
violence by their husbands. It was also found that only 14% of women who had faced physical
or sexual violence had tried to get help, but a large percentage i.e. 77% had neither told anyone
about the violence that they experienced nor asked for any kind of help. This does not mean
that the family is not aware of the problem. A study on domestic violence in India by
International Clinical Epidemiologists Network (INCLEN) reported that 58 % women subjected
to domestic violence said that their immediate family was aware of the situation (INCLEN
2000: 27). The family simply looks the other way and chooses not to reach out to help the
victim. In a highly patriarchal society even the violent behaviour of men is justified. Karp, A.
et al. (2015) reported a survey conducted by Population Reference Bureau, revealed that 26 %
of males in India and surprisingly a slightly higher percentage of females (30 %) agree that
“wife beating is acceptable”. Even pregnant women are not spared. The above mentioned
survey conducted by INCLEN also reported that of the 50 % women who underwent physical
violence, also experienced it during their pregnancy (INCLEN 2000: 10). In the existing scenario
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of discrimination, no attempt is made to hide the notion of a girl child’s “uselessness”. No
thought is given to the feelings of the child and its effect on her emotional development. A
study conducted in rural Maharashtra, revealed that a number of people had named their
daughter Nakusa / Nakoshi, which in Marathi means “unwanted”. Most of these girls were
the third or the fourth daughters of the parents and the parents hoped to get a son after
having named the daughters so. According to the researchers, “a woman who herself had a
bad childhood experience in terms of discrimination and mobility, naturally feels insecure in
her married life, thus leading to a vicious cycle of gender deprivation and discrimination
towards her daughter”(Shijith and Sekher 2015, p.75). The researchers reported thata woman
was explaining the reason behind the name that they gave to their daughter in front of the
latter and least affected by the fact that tears were rolling down Nakusa’s eyes (Shijith and
Sekher 2015: 77).

Giriraj (2004) conducted a study in Kadayampatti Panchayat of Salem district on 42
“rescued”families who were given facilities, assistance and awareness with the intention of
changing their views regarding female foeticide by the organization named, “World Vision”.
The women respondents “regretted being women” and 83.33% believed that they would have
killed their baby girls if the voluntary organisation had not come in at the right time. A female
child was considered a liability by 90.48 % of the respondents (Girirraj 2004, as cited in Tandon
and Sharma, 2006, Female foeticide and female infanticide section).

When such a girl, who is considered a “liability” by her family and has the idea firmly
implanted in her mind grows up to be a woman, will she be able to look at her daughter
differently? Will she be able to shake off the burden of “being unwanted” and reach out and
“want” a girl child?

In the poem “When I (your daughter) was born Ma”, a daughter asks her mother a very
pertinent question - a question which many Indian mothers may not be able to answer honestly.

When I was born Ma

When I was born Ma,

Did you distribute ladoos (Indian sweet)?
Did dadi (paternal grandmother) sang songs
And bua (father’s sister) danced along?
Was there partying and merrymaking
And bursting of crackers too?

Or was there silence?

Just as there was today...

When chotti (younger sister) was born?
Tell me,Ma...

Tell me,Ma...

Tell me, Ma...

Did you not want me???
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i1. Economic Factors

India is basically a poor nation with a large number of Indians living way below the poverty
line. Getting a girl married is an expensive proposition in most parts of the country. However,
even if the parents are able to marry their girls off somehow, the fear that what has been given
might not satisfy the in - laws keeps haunting them. Unfortunately, a number of brides are
put to death simply because the insatiable greed of the in-laws. Deaths in India related to
dowry demands have increased by almost 15 times since the mid-1980s. It rose from 400
women a year to around 5,800 a year by the middle of the 1990s. For the year 2019, the National
Crime Bureau of India (NCBI) reported that majority of cases under crime against women
(30.9%) were registered under the category "Cruelty by husband and or his relatives" (NCBI
2019: xii); and a total of 7115 dowry deaths were reported all over India (NCBI 2019, Table
1.2:2). The rising number may indicate that more cases are being reported as a result of efforts
put in by the women's organizations.

Bose (2001) points out that even the much educated and financially well-off nurses from
Kerala have to save money for dowry. It was found in a study conducted in Delhi by
Damodaran (2013), that nurses found it difficult to save anything for their "different" needs
which included "paying for the marriage and dowry expenses of younger women in the family"
(Bose 2001:192).

iii. Social Factors

A young daughter is always told that she has to go to another house and only the son is
capable of looking after the old parents. This way the idea of uselessness of a daughter is
again infused in her. In fact, there are many very derogatory sayings in most cultures and
subcultures. A common saying is, “‘raising a daughter is like watering your neighbour’s garden”.

The society places immense importance to the son. According to Desai (2015),

"Sons are more likely than daughters to provide family labour on the farm or in a family
business, earn wages and support their parents during old age. Upon marriage a son
brings a daughter-in-law who brings rewards in the form of dowry" (Desai 2015: 140-
141).

Singh et al. (2014) gave three major reasons for preference of male child-economic, socio-
cultural and religious. The economic utility of the son is being an earning member whose
earnings remain within the family. The daughter on the other hand has to be married and
given a "dowry" because of which she appears to be a financial liability. The socio-cultural
utility is ingrained in the minds of the members of patriarchal families which strongly believes
that only the son carries forward the family line. There is also a belief that certain religious
duties, such as lighting the funeral pyre of the parents, so that they can hope to achieve
salvation, can be performed only by the sons. One wonders as to whether salvation is indeed
possible in such cases where the parents have themselves killed their own daughters so as to
get this son for lighting their funeral pyre. For society, the women are "simply good for nothing".
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As Chibber,B. (2018) writes, “In a patriarchal society, women often suffer in silence,
often deprived of personal liberty and bound by rules made by the allegedly superior males”
(Chibber. 2018: 123).

All the above factors - personal, social and economic, simply add up to give the female a
poor self-image and a sense of immense dependency on others. This perception perhaps, gets
transferred to the way she interprets the importance of a girl child, even one of her own!

2. Killing the Thought during the Pre Conception and Conception Stages

Whatever little thought that might be left in the mind of a young bride is further brutally
murdered during the pre-conception and conception stages. A married woman is blessed to
be “saubhagyawati” (perpetually married) or “dhudho nahao, puto phallo” (May you bathe in
milk and bear many sons). The phrase - bathing in milk, signifies not only the economic
prosperity of the woman but that she should have enough milk to feed her many sons. There
are no blessing for a girl child. The whole atmosphere in the house of a newly wed is filled
with the talk of a male child. There are innumerable non-medical practitioners who give
“medicines” for conceiving a male child. Some even recommend what should be done during
conception to have a boy child.

There are verbal threats from the in-laws and the woman fears that she might be disowned
if she gives birth to a girl. Any desire that might be there in the heart of the newlywed to bear
a girl child is stifled. Pavithra, Dhanpal and Lokanath (2015) in a study on gender preference
among 100 pregnant women attending antenatal clinics in Bangalore, reported preference for
a son by 53% of women. In a similar study carried out in Bangalore on gender preference and
anxiety among pregnant women, it was found that a high percentagei.e., 64% of respondents
having two daughters seriously wanted a son. Only 6% of respondents with boys wanted a
daughter. In terms of level of anxiety, 93% of pregnant women with two female children had
high levels of anxiety as compared to 67% of those having one male and one female child and
27% having two male children (Yadav and Badri, 1997).

3. Female Foeticide

In the story of women’s struggle, even science and technology seem to be playing a negative
role. Todays, it is possible to determine the sex of the child even before birth, thus making the
task of killing the girl child even easier. 57% of the respondents gave modern sex determination
methods and female foeticide as the reason for falling sex ratio in Mehsana district of Gujarat
(Sharma, 2014).

There are a variety of methods available for determining the sex of the unborn child. The
most common and popular one, well within the means of most families living in India, is the
method of conducting ultrasound. The ultrasound technique has proven to be fatal for the
female foetus in the country. The medical community was fast to recognise the money - making
opportunity which the technique offered. The portable ultrasound machine allows doctors to
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go from house to house in towns and villages, imploring people to make use of its services in
doing away with the female foetus. Cousins (2017) reported on the comment of a doctor, who
worked in a reputed medical institute in Haryana as, "The ultrasound was India's biggest
curse. A doctor wants money and a woman wants to know the sex of her child - it's a mutual
benefit and both keep their mouths shut" (Cousins, 2017:1). Presently, ultrasound has become
an efficient sex-selection device. (Warade, 2013, Conclusion section, para.l). The next step
after an ultrasound and detection of a female foetus, abortion is done in many cases.

Chandan (2008) conducted a micro demographic study among Punjabi communities of
Gurdaspur district in Punjab and reported that 55.3% of respondents went for ultrasound to
detect the sex of the unborn baby and 83.3% of female foetuses were aborted.

Sahni et al. (2008) collected records and analyzed data from 33,524 deliveries at one
hospital from1900 to 2006, over a time period of 10 decades and concluded that the sex ratio
dipped significantly after 1980. This coincided with the ultrasound machines coming in use.
It was found that up to the year 1979 the sex ratio was 935 and post 1980 it came down to 892.
In those cases where the first born was a girl, the ratio further fell down to 716.

Even in a place like Delhi which has a high percent of educated population and supposed
to be "broad minded Indians"; the picture is dismal. A study titled "Analysis of Trends of Sex
Ratio at Birth of Hospitalized Deliveries in the state of Delhi", looked at the entire phenomenon
of declining sex ratios in the capital between the years 1993 and 2002. The study revealed that
if the first born was a boy, then the sex ratio at birth was 959 per 1000 males. When the first
born was a girl it came down to almost 50% i.e. 542 girls per 1000 boys. For the third order of
birth, when the first two were daughters, it came down drastically to 219 girls per 1000 boys
(Verghese, Aruldas and Jeemon, 2005).

The Hindustan Times, a popular Indian newspaper, reported on October 16, 2016, that
eighty-nine (89) hospitals and nursing homes in Delhi had reported sex ratio at birth of 800
girls or less for 1000 boys; and were issued a show cause notice to explain the abnormal ratio.
The Delhi health minister, Mr. Satyender Jain said that in some nursing homes the sex ratio at
birth was even as low as 300 girls per 1000 boys (Eighty-nine hospitals in Delhi get notices
over poor sex ratio, 2016, October 16, The Hindustan Times). This short newspaper report
speaks volumes about the status of the girl child in urban India.

Action AID (2008) reported an interview conducted with some medical practitioners
who "justified sex selection abortions as being a 'social duty', which prevented the ill treatment
of unwanted daughters and helped with population control" (Action AID, 2008:15).

Chakraborty and Sinha (2006) used "fixed effects model of pooled least squares for the
last four decennial census data across fifteen major states of India" and examined the
determinants of declining child sex ratio in India. They reported that factors such as female
literacy, female work force participation and economic growth do not result positively in
reducing problems related to female survival.

"It is alarming to note that sex ratio of age cohort 0-6 is inversely related to female

education and female economic activity rate with relatively higher elasticity coefficients
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for urban India; catalysed by the spread of sex determination tests and sex selective
abortions, which played a key role in worsening the juvenile sex ratio” (Chakraborty and
Sinha, 2006 :16).

Yadav (2018) in the study of socio-economic aspects of child sex ratio, since 1991 with
special reference to Uttar Pradesh, found the impact of female literacy rate on the child sex
ratio negative. As the female literacy rate increased the child sex ratio decreased.

The situation is showing no signs of improvement. Unfortunately, the policies of the
government also do not provide much relief. As Follett (2020) points out in the article, “Neo
-Malthusianism and Coercive Population Control in China and India” that, “State based two
child policies have increased sex selective abortions and neglect of female children contributing
to a skewed sex ratio” (Follett, 2020:23).

4. Female Infanticide

Female infanticide is the deliberate killing of baby girls because of the preference for male
child. It is mainly because of the low worth associated with the birth of females. In a study
carried out in ten villages of Tirupati, Rural Mandal in Chittoor district, it was found that as
high as one-third of the respondents were unhappy at the birth of the girl child (Ramana and
Rani, 2015). Another study which compared knowledge, attitude and behaviour of working
and nonworking women towards foeticide, reported that 56 % of working women and 43.2 %
of working women considered a “girl child still a curse” (Malviya, 2010). Rana (2013) reported
that 40 % respondents expressed happiness at the birth of their first daughter. This percentage
declined to 10.46 for the second daughter and nil at the birth of the third and fourth daughter
(Rana, 2013:144). Some mentioned that the arrival of the third daughter gave them heartache”
(Rana, 2013:146). Others said that it was like a “bolt from the blue” (p.146). One respondent
reported that when her third daughter was born her mother-in-law said, “ek aur jalaha aa
gaya” (one more burden has come) and nicknamed her Pasourre, meaning trouble (Rana,
2013:149).

There are various cruel methods by which a female child is put to death. Aravamudan
(2007) describes many cruel methods in her book, “Disappearing Daughters”. Many research
studies have also given details of the horrific methods used either by the mothers themselves
or by family members.

5. Killing the Girl Child — Death by Neglect

The problems faced by a girl child are many. The so called “lucky” girl, who is not killed in
the womb or soon after she is born, is less likely to receive immunization, nutrition or medical
treatment as compared to a male child.

In a study conducted in Himachal Pradesh (Rana, 2013), it was found that 52.66 % of the
respondents breast-fed their female children for a period of six months or less and only three
percent were fed for more than eighteen months. But when it came to the male child, 9.67 %
were fed for less than six months or less and 37.67 % for more than 18 months. The study also
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reported that 83.66 % respondents took their sons to hospitals for treatment. The percentage
of parents taking their daughter to hospitals was only 41.33%. Similarly, 82.48 % sent their
sons to private schools for education as compared to 58.76 % of respondents who sent their
daughters to private schools. In the report “Health in India” based on National Sample Survey
on Household Social Consumption related to health for the period July 2017 to June 2018, it
was found that in the age group of 0 —4yrs, 9.5 % male children were hospitalized as compared
to only 4.9 % females in this same age group in the rural areas. In the urban area, 7.9 % of male
children got hospitalized as compared to 4.7% females. Similarly, for the age group 5 — 14yrs,
11.8 % males in rural areas and 10.8% in urban areas were hospitalized as against 7.1 % females
in rural and 6.9 % in urban areas (National Sample Survey Office, 2018 Statement 3.9:
33).Another study used the data from India’s National Family Health Survey of earlier years
i.e. 1992-93, 1998-99 and 2005-06. This was to research on the discrimination among children
aged 0 - 35 months and concluded that daughters do undergo discrimination in comparison
to sons, irrespective of the sibling composition and at all levels of birth order (Rajan and
Philip, 2018: 249).

It is almost as if the parents and society are punishing the girls for being born.

There are also issues related to the safety of a girl child. According to Karlekar (1995),

“Control of her sexuality and its safe transference into the hands of the husband is of

primary importance. Concern over the conduct of the sexually vulnerable girl is

responsible for the continuance of the practice of early marriage. Well over 50% of girls
continue to be married below the legally permissible age of eighteen years, as has been
recorded in successive census reports and substantiated by field studies. Though the age
of marriage is rising gradually, a large number of girls are barely out of their teens when
they leave their natal homes for another unknown residence. Subsequent expectations
and relationships are often stressful and confusing for those who are essentially still
children. Most important, of course, is adjustment to the conjugal relationship. Marital
rape, which is not recognized as a crime under Indian law, is nonetheless widespread. It
is quite possible that many victims of marital rape are often unsuspecting children”

(Karlekar 1995: 56-57).

The survey of 2019 of National Crime Bureau of India (NCBI) reported that 35.3% of all
crimes against children were in the category of “protection of children from Sexual Offences
including child rape”(NCBI, 2019: xii). Out of 73,138 children reported missing in 2019; 52,049
were females (NCBI, 2019: xv).

Conclusion

Therefore it appears that a girl child throughout her life is made to feel “unwanted” and
“useless”. As she grows up in a deprived and uncaring environment, the notion that she is a
“burden” is strongly ingrained in her mind. The only way by which the parents can lighten
this “burden” is by getting her married. But marriage does not come cheap. There is dowry
which has to be given to the boy’s family; perhaps as a token for relieving the parents of their
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"burden" and taking it on their own shoulders. Since the new family has "obliged" her by
taking her into their fold, she must pay back by carrying forward the family lineage and
name. That unfortunately, in an Indian society, only a son is eligible to do. This might appear
to be the reason behind the killings. But it could well be a sum total of all the experiences that
the "unwanted" girl child has had as she grew from a child to a woman, irrespective of the
income group of the family she belonged to or the education that she might have had the
fortune of receiving. At present the sex ratio in India stands at 934 females to 1000 males
(Ministry of Women and Child Development, 2021).A lot needs to be done to stop the inhuman
practices and the efforts are to be made at all levels; individual, family, society, national and
international.

References

e ActionAid and the International Development Research Centre. 2008. "Disappearing daughters" [Booklet].
ActionAid UK, London https://www.actionaidindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/
disappearing_daughters_0608.pdf
Aravamudan, G. 2007. Disappearing Daughters - The tragedy of Female Foeticide, Penguin Books, India.
Bahadur, A. 2009. Psychological Factors As Predictors Of College Girl's Orientation Towards Marriage
And Career [Doctoral dissertation, University of Allahabad]. Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre. http://
hdl.handle.net/10603 /245425

e Bose, A. 2001. "Fighting female foeticide: Growing greed and shrinking child sex ratio". Economic and
Political Weekly, Vol.36 No.36, pp.3427-3429. http://www jstor.org/stable/4411079

e Chakraborty, L.S., and Sinha, D. 2006. "Determinants of Declining Child Sex Ratio in India: An Empirical
Investigation - Report". National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi, India, Centre for
Development Studies (JNU), Kerala, India. MPRA -Munich Personal RePEc Archive.https:/ /core.ac.uk/
download/pdf/211586436.pdf

e Chandan K. 2008. Sex Ratio And Sex Discriminatory Selection - A Micro Demographic Study Of Punjabi
Communities Of Gurdaspur District, Punjab, [Doctoral dissertation, Punjab University].
Shodhganga@INFLIBNETCentre. http://hdl.handle.net/10603 /79849

e Chhibber, B. 2018. Women's Rights Are Human Rights. World Affairs: The Journal of International Issues,
22(1), pp-122-135. Retrieved July 18, 2021, from https:/ /www jstor.org/stable /48520052

e Cousins, S. 2017. The promise of a boy: Indian women are being mis-sold drugs to change their babies'
sex. BMJ: British Medical Journal, 356. Retrieved July 18,2021, from https:/ /www jstor.org/stable /26949671

e Damodaran, S. 2013. "Women Versus Breadwinners: Exploring Labour Market Dynamics, Agency And
Identity Among Migrant Nurses From Kerala (India)".Global Labour Journal, Vol.4.(3),186-205.https:/ /
doi.org/10.15173/glj.v4i3.1140

e Desai, K.2015. Declining Child Sex Ratio In Vadodara City- A Study Of Causes, Impact And Campaigns,
[Doctoral dissertation,,SNDT Womens University] Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre.http://
hdl.handle.net/10603 /146507

e Dommaraju, P. 2016. Divorce and Separation in India. Population and Development Review, 42(2), 195-223.
Retrieved July 21, 2021, from http://www jstor.org/stable /44015635

e "Eighty-nine hospitals in Delhi get notices over poor sex ratio". 2015. in The Hindustan Times 16 October.
https:/ /www hindustantimes.com/delhi/89-hospitals-in-delhi-get-notices-over-poor-sex-ratio/story-
VO78NjHzqcRiaNXiGe5DyN.html

e Follett, C. (2020). Neo-Malthusianism and Coercive Population Control in China and India:

87



Journal of Kolkata Society for Asian Studies : Vol. 9. No. 2, December, 2023

Overpopulation Concerns Often Result in Coercion. Policy Analysis Cato Institute. http:/ /www jstor.org/
stable/resrep26887

Government of India. 2021. Census of India Report :2021, https:/ / censusofindia2021.com/sex-ratio-of-
india-2021/

India Today. 2018. "India has the lowest divorce rate in the world: Countries with lowest and highest
divorce rates", 20 Novem-ber.https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/gk-current-affairs /story /
india-has-the-lowest-divorce-rate-in-the-world-1392407-2018-11-20

Interational Clinical Epidemiologists Network (INCLEN), International Centre for Research on Women
and The Centre for Development and Population Activities. 2000. "Domestic Violence in India - A
summary report of a multi-site household survey" Funded by USA-ID/India.https:/ /www.icrw.org/
wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Domestic-Violence-in-India-3-A-Summary-Report-of-a-Multi-Site-
Household-Survey.pdf

Jahan, I. 2015. "The Social Construction Of 'Self" And Womanhood In A Hindu Village Of Bangladesh",
The Journal of World Anthro-pology: Occasional Papers: Vol.Ill, No.1,pp.41 - 51. https://
thejournalofworldanthropology.files.wordpress.com/2015/04 /jahan-art.pdf

John, M.E. 2018. The Political and Social Economy of Sex Selection - Eploring Family Development
Linkages. Centre for Women's De-velopment Studies, New Delhi. https://www.academia.edu/
39103383THE_ POLITICAL_ AND_SOCIAL_ECONOMY_ OF_SEX_SELECTION_ Exploring_ Family_
Development_LInkages?email_work_card=view-paper

Karlekar, M. 1995. "The Girl Child In India - Does She Have Any Rights?" Canadian Woman Studies /Les
Cahiers De La Femme, Vol.15, No. 2 &3, pp. 56 -57. https:/ /cws.journals.yorku.ca/index.php/cws/article/
view /9466/8583

Kaur, R. 2007 . "Declining Juvenile Sex Ratios: Economy, Society And Technology Explanations From
Field Evidence". Margin-The Journal of Applied Economic Research 1(2) 231- 245. https://
citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.823.2901&rep=repl&type=pdf

Kumar, M. 2015. Development and Gender Disparity in Haryana: The Nature and Extent, Lulu.com.
Malviya, S. 2010. Comparative study of knowledge attitude and behaviour of working and non working
women towards female foeti-cide.[Doctoral dissertation,,Mahatama Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith]
Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre. http:/ /hdlLhandle.net/10603 /288149

Ministry Of Home Affairs. 2018.Vital Statistics of India based on the Civil Registration System report.
https://censusindia.gov.in/2011-Common/CRS_2018/crs2018_20072020.pdf

Ministry of Women and Child Development. 2021. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao(BBBP)Scheme, Press
Information Bureau, Government of India. https://www.pib.gov.in/PressRelese Detailm.
aspx?PRID=1695199

National Crime Bureau of India .2019. "Crime in India Report https://ncrb.gov.in/en/crime-india-
2019-0

National Family Health Survey. 2015 -16. International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) and ICF,
Mumbeai, India, pp.563-572.http:/ /rchiips.org/nths/nfhs-4Reports/India.pdf

National Sample Survey Office. 2018. "Health in India: Results of 75th Round",Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-tion. Government of India, New Delhi https://mospi.gov.in/documents/
213904 /301563 / /NSS%20Report%20no.%20586%20Health%20in%20India1606229312083.pdf/d3724e8b-
5970-0559-9ed9-12378a6cc7b3

Pavithra, M.B., Dhanpal, S., and Lokanath, H. 2015. "A Study Of Gender Preference, Knowledge And
Attitude Regarding Prenatal Diag-nostic Techniques Act Among Pregnant Women In An Urban Slum
Of Bengaluru". International Journal Of Community Medicine And Public Health,Vol.2, pp.282-287.

88



Different Stages of Elimination of the Indian Girl Child

Population Research Bureau. 2011. 'The World's Women and Girls: 2011 Data Sheet. Washington,
DC: USAID, IDEA and PRB as reported by Karp, A., Marwah, S., & Manchanda, R. (2015). Unheard and
Uncounted: Violence against Women in India. Small Arms Survey. http://www jstor.org/stable/
resrep10686

Rajan, S., & Morgan, S.P. 2018. Selective Versus Generalized Gender Bias in Childhood Health and
Nutrition: Evidence from In-dia. Population and Development Review, 44(2), 231-255. Retrieved July 16,
2021, from http:/ /www jstor.org/stable /26622911

Ramana, D., and Rani, D.U. 2015. A Study On Discrimination of Girl Child, Indian Journal of Research,
Vol.4, No.2, pp.40-42.

Rana, S. 2013. Declining Child Sex Ratio In Himachal Pradesh - Causes, Consequences And Intervention
Strategies, [Doctoral dissertation, Punjab University]. Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre. http://
hdlhandle.net/10603 /91439

Sahni, M., Verma, N., Narula, D., Varghese, R. M., Sreenivas, V., and Puliyel, J. M. 2008. Missing Girls in
India: Infanticide, Foeticide and Made-to-Order Pregnancies? Insights from hospital-based sex-ratio-at-
birth over the last century. PloS one, Vol.3,No.5, e2224. https://doi.org/10.1371 /journal.pone.0002224
Sharma, A. 2014. Declining Sex Ratio In Gujarat - A Socio Demographic Analysis, [Doctoral dissertation,
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda]. Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre. http:/ /hdl.handle.net/
10603 /56197

Shijith, V. P., and Sekher, T. V. 2015. "Culture Gender Bias And Beliefs Surrounding The Nakusa Girls
of Maharashtra", Economic And Political Weekly, Vol. L, No. 46 & 47, pp.75 -78.

Singh, R., Sharma, V., Khurana, S., and Talwar, U. K. 2014. "Culture of Missing Girls: Anthropological
Insight In Culture, Medical Tech-nologies And Medicine", International Journal of Health, Vol.2, No.1, pp.
7-16. 10.14419/1jh.V211.2017

Tandon, S. & Sharma, R. 2006. "Female Foeticide And Infanticide In India:An Analysis of Crimes Against
Girl Children". International Journal of Criminal Justice Sciences, Vol.1, No.1. https://www.sascv.org/
ijcjs/snehlata. pdf

United Nations Children Fund. 2020. Report on Children in India. https://www.unicef.org/india/
children-in-india

Varghese, ]., Aruldas, V., and Jeemon, P. 2005. "Analysis of Trends In Sex Ratio At Birth of Hospitalised
Deliveries In The State of Delhi". https://www.unimondo.org/content/download/16604/109967 /file/
ANALYSIS%200F%?2

Warade, Y., Balsarkar, G., and Bandekar, P. 2014. "A Study To Review Sex Ratio At Birth And Analyze
Preferences For The Sex of The Unborn". Journal of Obstetrics And Gynaecology of India, Vol.64, No.1,
pp- 23-26. https:/ /doi.org/10.1007 /s13224-013-0473-4 retrieved from https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pmc/articles/PMC3931910/

Yadav, S.S. and Badari, V.S. 1997. Gender Preference And Anxiety of Pregnant Women. http://
ijsw.tiss.edu/greenstone/collect/ijsw/index/assoc/HASHO1ee/42f5a6ce.dir /doc.pdf

Yadav, A.K.S. 2018. A Study of Socio Economic Aspects of Child Sex Ratio Since 1991 With Special
Reference To Uttar Pradesh [Doc-toral dissertation, University of Allahabad]. Shodhganga@INFLIBNET
Centre. http://hdl.handle.net/10603/270163

Bio Profile of the Author
Associate Professor,

Institute of Home Economics
University of Delhi

E-mail: poonam.magu@ihe.du.ac.in

89






