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Suniti Kumar Chatterji Memorial Lecture delivered on 30.08.2019 in Bengali at the Department of
International Relations, Jadavpur University. The Lecture was organized by Kolkata Society for Asian
Studies in collaboration with the School of Languages and Linguistics, JU, Kolkata.
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“Re-creation is an ideal theme for oral storytelling, because each telling re-performs earlier

recitations in a new way— thereby opening possibilities for innovative interpretation. This is
why all mythographers now accept Claude Lévi Strauss’s principle that each myth is in fact
constituted not by a core narrative, not by some essential meaning, but by the sum of all its re-

telling. Myths— like the species of organisms— persist by evolving™”.*
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